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121st MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2003 

Legislative Document No. 1524 

H.P.1115 House of Representatives, April 7, 2003 

An Act To Conform to Federal Standards Maine's Law Regarding 
Strip Searches of Persons in Custody 

Submitted by the Department of the Attorney General pursuant to Joint Rule 204. 
Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety suggested and ordered 

printed. 

711~ 1?1.17!Il£~ 
MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 

Presented by Representative BUNKER of Kossuth Township. 
Cosponsored by Senator STRIMLING of Cumberland. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRS A §200-G, sub-§2, 1JA, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 
4 789, §1, is amended to read: 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

A.. Ne A person arrested for a Class D or E crime~ a 
tr af f i c viol a tion eli' - -B.- -v-1o-l-a-t-i-on- -G-~ - a- -€-i-t.y,. --<H>Unt.-y- -G-1'- - t;ewB 
eIi'EliBaBee-wb,ieb .that is punishable ~, no more than 30 days 
in jailr may not be subjected t9 a stdl?,., s.ep~.ch or body 
cavi ty search, unless there lis" ,g. ne.asonabl:e Qali,se--te 
sel,ieveT suspicion on the paru of tme, law;, emfQ;rcement 
officer authorizing th('t f:!;ea,rchy. th6\t· t·ha, ind,ivi.dual is 
concealing a weapon, contr.abaIld: or evidence oj! a c-rimeT-e~ 

\iBless--t.-he---iH:..,r~~-.i..s-.¥e~~""-t..--Q--eeme--iBt;e-~--w-i-t-h--t;be 

iBmat;e-pep\ilat.ie;R:,",9~,~a..-El&t~t!·i.~-faeilit;y • 

1~ SUMMARY 

20 This bill seeks to conform the law on strip searches to 
developments in case law since: th-e initial enactment of this 

22 statute. Before a law enfCl2'l!cement o'fficer authoriz,es a strip or 
body cavity search of any person arrested for a Class D or E 

24 crime or a traffic wiolatio,n not punishable by more tnal!t Ja days 
in jail, that Q,:f[fieer mnst have, at a minimum, a reasonable 

26 suspicion thiif1!. the person is c0ncealing a weapon, contraband or 
evidence of a crime ~ The fact that the person is about t.o come 

28 into contact with the inmate population of a detention facility 
is no longer justification for dispensing with the reasonable 

30 SUsp1c10n requirement for persons arrested for minor crimes, 
traffic violations and ordinance violations. 

Page 1-LR1821(1) 




