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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6173, as amended by PL 1985, c. 268, §2, is

repealed and the following enacted in its place:

17 Confidentiali -atistics

1 11 ion r rtin of istics. The
commissioner may, with the advice and consent of the advisory
ncil rul llect pertinent data with respect to
the fisheries, including, but not limited to, information
regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by
species in numbers of fish or weight, areas in which fishing was
n im f fishin number of hauls and the estimated

r in ci f and he tual r sin apacit

utilized by United States fish processors. The commissioner may
collect statistics from any source and may require reporting of
these statistics. The information collected by or reported to the
compissioner is confidential and may not be disclosed in a manner
form th rmi identification of any person or vessel,
xce when required by court order or when specifically
permitted under this section, The commissioner may gshare data
collected under this section with the National Marine Fisheries
Service or successor organization for research or fisheries
man ment rpos rovided that federal law nd regulations
r h nfidentiali of the shared . Th ommissioner
shall adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this section.
Rules adopted under this section are routine technical rules
pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A,

Ren 1l of licen « If holder of a license issued
under this Part does not substantially comply with the provisions
Qf this section, the commissioner may withhold the renewal of the

icense until the holder ccmplies with the provisions of this
sggglgn,

SUMMARY

This bill provides that if a holder of a license to harvest
or sell marine organisms fails to submit required statistics
concerning the fisheries, the Commissioner of Marine Resources
may refuse to renew the holder's license until the holder
complies with the reporting requirement.
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