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L.D. 1196

pate: 5-14-03 (Filing No. S- 44( )

LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Reported by:/%?[nof;¢y

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
121ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "é;" to S.P., 402, L.D. 1196, Bill, "An
Act To Clarify the Definition of Independent Expenditures Under
the Election Laws"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

'‘Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §1014-B, sub-§2, D, as enacted by PL 2001,

c. 416, §1, is amended to read:

D. 1If the call is an independent expenditure, as defined in
section 2019 1019-B, that a candidate has not approved the
call must be disclosed during each call.

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA §1019, as amended by PL 2001, c. 465, §1,

is repealed.

Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §1019-B is enacted to read:

1019-B R r £f i nden iture
For th r es
A, Is any expenditure made by a person, party committee,
litical mmi by litical action mmi her
than b contribution t ndida r _a candidate's
horiz litical mmi for an mmuni ion that
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "[9)" to S.P. 402, L.D. 1196

Xpr 1 \'4 h 1 ion £ £ arl

B. I r in r involvin ndi who i
certified as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate under
ion 112 ion n xpenditure m t

i i A nder i

m n i nditure m r h

W men w h
mmi nw k h X r in hat

w rr W h n influen h

nomi ion 1 ion £ ndi u an
additional evidence the person chooges to submit. The commisgion
m her an itional iden i rel n m rial

m min r r f th n wh r th

w in r W £ nomination

in r £f _or in ition h ndi a m
incl nder nal f rijur rovi in Title
17-a ion 4 men nd h or ffirmation
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ég" to S.P. 402, L.D. 1196

whether ntri ion by xpenditur i m in

cooperation, consultation or concert with, or at the request

or suggestion of, the candidate or an authorized committee
or agent of the candidate.

A r rt requi hi ion m n form

r ri n r r b h mmission A rson filin

is r rt_ m itional if n r : h

m h iz h of the form.

Sec. 4. 21-A MRSA §1020-A, sub-§5-A, YA, as enacted by PL
2001, c. 714, Pt. PP, §1 and affected by §2, is amended to read:

A. Five thousand dollars for reports required under section
1017, subsection 2, paragraphs paragraph B, C, D, E or H;
section 1017, subsection 3-A, paragraphs paragraph B, C, D
or F; section 1017, subsection 4; and section 10619 1019-B,
subsection 3:

Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§9, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1,

§17, is amended to read:

9. Matching funds. When any campaign, finance or election
report shows that the sum of a candidate's expenditures or
obligations, or funds raised or borrowed, whichever is greater,
alone or in conjunction with independent expenditures reported
under section 10619 1019-B, exceeds the distribution amount under
subsection 8, the commission shall issue immediately to any
opposing Maine Clean Election Act candidate an additional amount
equivalent to the reported excess. Matching funds are limited to
2 times the amount originally distributed under subsection 8,
paragraph A or C, whichever is applicable.’

SUMMARY
This amendment is the minority report. It replaces the
bill. It expands the scope of reporting for independent

expenditures in races involving a Maine Clean Election Act
candidate by stating that an expenditure made for a communication
that names or depicts a clearly identified candidate that is
made 30 days before a primary or general election is considered
an independent expenditure. Reporting requirements for this
provision would be required after $250 is spent on such an
expenditure. It clarifies which expenditures trigger matching
funds under the Maine Clean Election Act.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED,
(See attac}xﬁe'g)d
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Approved: 05/15/03 .ﬂ’dz(:
121st Maine Legislature

Office of Fiscal and Program Review

LD 1196
An Act To Clarify the Definition of Independent Expenditures Under the
Election Laws

LR 0972(03)
Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment 'ﬁ' Qﬂé
Committee: Legal and Veterans Affairs
Fiscal Note Required: Yes
Minority Report

Fiscal Note
Potential current biennium savings - Other Special Revenue Funds

Fiscal Detail and Notes
Increasing the reporting threshold for independent expenditures, which can trigger the release of matching funds to
candidates that are qualified to receive funds from the Maine Clean Elections Fund, may have the effect of lowering
the disbursement of matching funds from the fund. The amount will depend on the actual independent expenditures
of future candidates and can not be determined at this time.

LR0972(3) - Fiscal Note - Page 1 of 1





