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121st MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2003 

Legislative Document No. 1026 

H.P.743 House of Representatives, February 26, 2003 

An Act To Broaden the Law Enforcement Authority of University of 
Maine System Public Safety Officers 

(EMERGENCY) 

Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Representative DUNLAP of Old Town. 
Cosponsored by Senator CATHCART of Penobscot and 
Representative: THOMAS of Orono. 

Printed on recycled paper 

'7Y/~/J7.~ 
MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 



Emergency preamble. Whereas. Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacte(l 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas. police officers of the University of Maine System 
6 often are involved in public safety matters that extend beyond 

the limits of university property; and 
8 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
10 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
12 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety; now, therefore, 
14 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
16 

Sec. 1. P&SL 1865, c. 532, *8-~, first~. as repealed and replaced 
18 by PL 1991, c. 548, Pt. A, §36, is amended to read: 

20 Section 8-A. The trustees of the University of Maine 
System, or such administrators of the University of Maine System 

22 as the trustees may designate for this purpose, may appoint 
persons to act as police officers whoT-w-i-t.£-in--t.-he---1-im-i-t-6-~f--~Re 

24 pEepeE~y-ewBea-by-~-~--t.~~~~1-~~-~h&-Yai¥~r&i~y-ef--MaiBe 

8yst:eFRr possess all of the powers of police officers in thi~ 

26 State in criminal cases and civil violations. 

28 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

30 

32 SUMMARY 

34 This bill broadens the powers of University of Maine System 
police officers to include enforcement authority throughout the 

36 State, rather than within the limits of university property only. 
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