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12lst MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2003 

Legislative Document No. 981 

S.P.322 In Senate, February 25,2003 

An Act To Ensure Segregation of Spoiled Ballots 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator GAGNON of Kennebec. 
Cosponsored by Representative CLARK of Millinocket and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: BRYANT of Oxford, DAVIS of Piscataquis, DOUGLASS of Androscoggin, HALL 
of Lincoln, MAYO of Sagadahoc, WESTON of Waldo. 

Printed un reqderJ paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 21·A MRSA §693, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436, §99, 
4 is further amended to read: 

6 §693. Spoiled ballots 
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If a voter spoils the ballot, the voter may obtain a 
replacement, not more than twice, by returning the spoiled ballot 
to the election clerk in charge of issuing ballots. The warden 
or ward clerk shall write "Spoiled by voter" on the spoiled 
ballot, sign it and place it in an envelope marked "Spoiled 
ballots." If a replacement ballot is issued to the voter, the 
warden or ward clerk must also mark "Replacement ballot issued" 
on the spoiled ballot. Spoiled ballots must remain segregated in 
the labeled envelope and that segregated envelope of spoiled 
ballots must be packaged and returned in accordance with section 
698. 

SUMMARY 

This bill requires that spoiled ballots be packaged and 
24 returned in a segregated, labeled envelope. 
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