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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §1252, sub-§4-A, as amended by PL 2003, c.
1, §10, is further amended to read:

4-A. If the State pleads and proves that, at the time any
crime, excluding murder, under chapter 9, 11, 13 or 27 or section
402-A, subsection 1, paragraph A was committed, the defendant had
been convicted of 2 or more crimes violating chapter 9, 11, 13 or
27 or section 402-A, subsection 1, paragraph A or essentially
similar crimes in other Jjurisdictions, the sentencing class for
the crime is one class higher than it would otherwise be. 1In the
case of a Class A crime, the sentencing class is not increased,
but the prior record must be given serious consideration by the
court when imposing a sentence. Section 9-A governs the use of
prior convictions when determining a sentence, except that, for
the purposes of this subsection, for violations under chapter 11,
the dates of prior convictions may have occurred at any time.

SUMMARY

This bill amends the provision of the Maine Criminal Code
that allows enhanced prosecution of persons for certain crimes
who have at least 2 previous convictions for certain offenses by
adding references to a crime that is not in chapter 9, 11, 13 or
27 of the Maine Criminal Code. Aggravated criminal trespass in
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, section 402-A, subsection
1, paragraph A always includes within its proof the commission of
a crime in chapters 9 or 11 of the Maine Criminal Code, but
aggravated criminal trespass 1is in chapter 17 and therefore
currently does not raise the sentencing category for certain
subsequent crimes. This bill also adds aggravated criminal
trespass to the list of crimes for which enhanced prosecution may
be sought in the case of a defendant who has prior convictions
for certain crimes.
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