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L.D. 878

DATE:..5"'5"'0a (Filing No. H—ng )
MATORITY

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
121ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/ ;' to H.P. 655, L.D. 878, Bill, "An
Act To Provide Peer Support and Advocacy Services To Participants
in the ASPIRE-TANF Program and the Parents as Scholars Program"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

'‘Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3789-E is enacted to read:

789-E. Peer o \'d nstration proje
1. Project e lish Th rtmen hall blish a
r r n nstrati roj referr in
hi ion "th r " rovi information ort
and advocacy services for participapts in the ASPIRE-TANF
program, as established in section 3781-A, and the Parents as
hol Progr ligh in i subs ion 1.

2. Projec si h r n l establish in 4 of
its offices peer support and advocacy _groups made _up of
ASPIRE-TANF progr and Paren holars Progr articipants
who n volunteer i r ilabl sist their ers in

h rograms nswerin stion r ssistin hem in
resolving problems they may be having in either of the programs.
Th eer rt and a rou hall meet regularly with

he man men f the ASPIRE-TANF progr nd_ Parents cholars
Program to dis emic issu and methods of improvin
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "Fi{" to H.P. 655, L.D. 878
inistration of the progr . Th im nt b volun r in
a er su r n dv r i ivities pursuan o the
rojec m nt either war fulfillin the articipation

requirements for the ASPIRE-TANF program_under section 3788,
subsections 10 _and 11 or toward fulfilling the program
f

reguirements or the Parents as Scholars Program under section
37 su ion 3, whichever lies he volunteer.

Proje s ifications. The project must meet the
following specifications:

A, Th departmen hall rovi notice o ASPIRE-TANF

rogr nd Parents holars Progr articipants in the
4 offices selected for the project pursuant to subsection 2
th by r information n ca servi are
available to them and ensure that the project is designed to
provide, to_ the maximum extent feasible, access to those
services:

B. Volunteers in a peer support and advocacy group must
r iv raining from th rtment to provide the
services available under this project. Training must
include, without limitation, the establishment of
relationships and coordination with relevant advocacy groups:

cC. Volunteers shall maintain the confidentiality of
ASPIRE-TANF rogr n Paren cholar Program

participants with whom they are working:

D. Volun r in r r n dvoc are
authorized to work directly with ASPIRE-TANF program workers
nd P n 1 r w n isor
help r lv roblems identifi rticipan from whom
hey h r iv r for i nce:
E. Each r r n r is responsible for
identifyin n ntin mi roblem facin
ASPIRE-TANF r n Paren Scholar Program
participants served by its office and reporting those
roblem o) h rtmen n h Maine Temporar
Assistance for N Famili Advisor ncil lished
by Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 36-C: and
F. Th artmen r an mpl £ th epartment m not
naliz r 1i in r iscriminate in an
ASPIRE-TANF rogr r Paren Scholar Program
articipant for seekin sistanc from a volun r in a
eer r n dvoc rou r i ny volun r in
eer s ort and adv rou ing within the e of

the volunteer's role. If a volunteer in a peer support and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/}" to H.P. 655, L.D, 878

adv r r ASPIRE-TANF rogram r Parents as
holar rogram rticipan 13 his aragraph ha
been violated, the individual or the individual's
repr n ive m r fair hearin ursuan Titl
h r 375 h r 4,

4 R r Th rtmen hall provide a r r n_ the
sta n rogr f h £oj he Join ndin
Committee on Health and Human Services by March 1, 2004.

R Thi ion is r 1 1, 2 '
SUMMARY

This amendment is the majority report and replaces the
bill. The amendment directs the Department of Human Services to
establish a volunteer peer support and advocacy demonstration
project in 4 of its offices to provide information, support and
advocacy services to ASPIRE-TANF program and Parents as Scholars
Program participants. The amendment requires that the department
provide a report on the project to the Joint Standing Committee
on Health and Human Services by March 1, 2004 and adds a sunset
provision repealing the project July 1, 2005.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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Approved: 04/03/03 ﬁﬂc
121st Maine Legislature

Office of Fiscal and Program Review

LD 878

An Act To Provide Peer Support and Advocacy Services To Participants
in the ASPIRE-TANF Program and the Parents as Scholars Program

LR 1123(02)
Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment " "
Committee: Health and Human Services
Fiscal Note Required: Yes

Fiscal Note

Minor cost increase - General Fund

Fiscal Detail and Notes
Any additional costs to the Department of Human Services in establishing and administering a voluntary, time-
limited, peer support and advocacy demonstration project in four different offices, and for reporting on the status an
progress of the project, can be absorbed utilizing existing resources.
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