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L.D. 836
pate: 5- 1705 (Filing No. H-_287)
MbT0R |

TRANSPORTATION

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
121ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/ " to H.P, 613, L.D. 836, Bill, "An
Act To Prevent Distracted Driving”

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and
inserting in its place the following:

‘Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §2115 is enacted to read:
§2115. Distracted driving

1 finiti . A in hi ion nl he
ntex herwi indi h followin term h h
following meanings.

2 "Digtracted driving" means operating a motor vehicle on
a_public way while engaged in an activity not directly

related and in manner that interfer with the safe

operation of the motor vehicle. Distracted driving may
include, but is not limited to, use of a mobile telephone,

in r grooming.

B. "Mobile telephone' means a device used by subscribers
and other users of wireless telephone service to access such
service.

2, Violation; enforcement. Except as provided in

ecti a rson wh n in distracted drivin mmits
traffic infraction. This ion m be enforced only if a
law _enforcement officer has ined th rator of the motor
vehicle for a suspected moving violation as fined in ction

101, subsection 44.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ' to H.P. 613, L.D. 836
3. Exception se of mobile lephone in a manner that
interfer with th fe ration_  of m r vehicl not
nstit istr driving if the mobil elephone is used
under the following cir stan :
A Th r ¥ has r n fear for the operator's 1life
r £ T iev h riminal m r r
in h r r or another rson: or
B. Th r r i ini he mobile telephon report t
ropriat thoritie fir raffi ciden a
serious rocad hazard or a medical or hazardous materials
mergen r r r h x r of another m r hicle
who is driving in a reckless, careless or otherwise unsafe
manner or wh r rivin nder the influen £

alcohol or drugs.

A _mobil lephone user' lephone r r r th imony or
written statements from authorities receiving such calls are
sufficient evidence for establishing the purpose of a call and
the applicability of this subsection.

4 Pr ion Thi section er nd preem all
municipal ordinan relatin h f mobil lephon
b n r r of m r vehicle.'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill. It is the majority report
of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation. It provides
definitions of "distracted driving"” and "mobile telephone.” It
establishes certain exceptions from the definition of "distracted

driving." It preempts municipal ordinances relating to the use
of mobile telephones.
FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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Revision: 05/06/03 Wﬂc
121st Maine Legislature

Office of Fiscal and Program Review

LD 836
An Act To Prevent Distracted Driving

LR 0095(02)
Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment " "
Committee: Transportation ‘
Fiscal Note Required: Yes

Fiscal Note

Minor cost increase - General Fund
Minor revenue increase - General Fund

Correctional and Judicial Impact Statements
Establishes a new traffic infraction
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