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121st MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2003 

Legislative Document No. 687 

H.P.504 House of Representatives, February 14,2003 

An Act To Allow Home Schooled Athletes To Play on Private School 
Teams 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Representative HEIDRICH of Oxford. 
Cosponsored by Senator BLAIS of Kennebec and 
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MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 

Representatives: COLLINS of Wells, DAVIS of Falmouth, SNOWE-MELLO of Poland. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 20·A MRSA §5026 is enacted to read: 
4 

§5026. Participation in private school activities by students 
6 enrolled in equivalent instruction programs 

8 1. Cocurricular and extracurricular activities. A student 
enrolled in an egui valent instruction program approved by the 

10 commissioner pursuant to section 5001-A, subsection 3, paragraph 
A, subparagraph (3) may participate in an interscholastic, 

12 cocurricular or extracurricular activity with a private school. 
A student enrolled in a private school may participate in an 

14 interscholastic, cocurricular or extracurricular activity with 
another private school if the student's school does not offer the 

16 activity. 

18 2. Interscholastic organizations. An organization that 
governs or organizes an interscholastic, cocurricular or 

20 extracurricular activity in the State and includes a public 
school as a member may not deny a student or that student's team 

22 or school eligibility to participate in the activity because the 
student is enrolled in an eguivalent instruction program approved 

24 ~ the commissioner pursuant to section 500l-A, subsection 3, 
paragraph A, subparagraph (3) and participating in the acti vi ty 

26 pursuant to subsection 1. A public school may not join or belong 
to an organization that violates the provisions of this 

28 subsection. 

30 
SUMMARY 

32 

34 This bill allows a home schooled student to participate ln 
an interscholastic, cocurricular or extracurricular activity at a 

36 private school and a student enrolled in a private school to 
participate in an interscholastic, cocurricular or 

38 extracurricular activity at another private school if the 
student's school does not provide the activity. This bill also 

40 forbids interscholastic organizations to deny the eligibility of 
a student or that student's team or school in an interscholastic, 

42 cocurricular or extracurricular activity because the student is 
home schooled but participating with a private school and forbids 

44 public schools from belonging to such interscholastic 
organizations. 
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