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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 24·A MRSA §2744, as amended by PL 1995, c. 561, §2, 
4 is further amended to read: 

6 §2744. Mental health services 

8 1. Notwithstanding any provision of a health insurance 
policy subject to this chapter, whenever the policy provides for 

10 payment or reimbursement for services wl:iiel:i ~ are within the 
lawful scope of practice of a psychologist licensed to practice 

12 in this StateTL a certified social worker licensed for the 
independent practice of social work in this State who has at 

14 least a masters degree in social work from an accredited 
educational institution, has been employed in social work for at 

16 least 2 years, and who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed 
as a clinical social worker in this StateT; a licensed clinical 

18 professional counselor licensed for the independent practice of 
counseling who has at least a masters degree in counseling from 

20 an accredited educational institution, has been employed in 
counseling for at least 2 years and, after January 1, 2002, must 

22 be licensed as a clinical professional counselor in this State, 
or a licensed nurse who is certified by the American Nurses' 

24 Association as a clinical specialist in adult psychiatric and 
mental health nursing or as a clinical specialist in child and 

26 adolescent psychiatric and mental health nursing, any person 
covered by the policy sl:ial-l--ee is entitled to reimbursement for 

28 these services if the services are performed by a physicianrL a 
psychologist licensed to practice in this StateTL a certified 

30 social worker licensed for the independent practice of social 
work who has at least a masters degree in social work from an 

32 accredited educational institution, who has been employed In 
social work for at least 2 years, and who, after January 1, 1985, 

34 must be licensed as a clinical social worker in this StaterL-.Q 
licensed clinical professional counselor licensed for the 

36 independent practice of counseling who has at least a masters 
degree in counseling from an accredited educational institution, 

38 has been employed in counseling for at least 2 years and, after 
January 1, 2002, must be licensed as a clinical professional 

40 counselor in this State; or a licensed nurse certified by the 
American Nurses' Association as a clinical specialist in adult or 

42 child and adolescent psychiatric and mental health nursing. Wi~l:i 

~e6pee~-£e-~~¥~€~-~~~~~~~~r-p&yel:iel-~i&~&r-~l:iis 

44 see~ieR--~~~-~-a~~-~l~~-iR&QFaRee-¥B~~€~~~-~~r~~~-er 

ee~~i€iea~es--~££~e47--~~--~~~~,--~~~~r--ameaGe4--e~ 

46 reissQea-e~-~-~~~-~~~-l-r-±g+§T Payment or reimbursement for 
services rendered by clinical social workers licensed in this 

48 State sl:ia±±, licensed clinical professional counselors licensed 
in this State or licensed nurses certified by the American 

50 Nurses' Association as clinical specialists in adult or child and 
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adolescent psychiatric and mental health nursing may not be 
2 conditioned upon prior diagnosis or . referral by a physician or 

other health care professional, except in cases where diagnosis 
4 of the condition for which the services are rendered is beyond 

the scope of their licensure. 
6 

2. Nothing in subsection 1 may be construed to require a 
8 health insurance policy subject to this chapter to provide for 

reimbursement of services waiea ~ are within the lawful scope 
10 of practice of a psychologist licensed to practice in this State, 

a clinical social worker licensed in this State, a clinical 
12 professional counselor licensed to practice in this State, a 

certified social worker licensed to practice in this State, or a 
14 certified nurse licensed to practice in this State. 

16 aT----Mea~al---aeal~---6e£viee6---p£eviQeQ---~y---eeUB6elia~ 
p£efe66ieaa16T--~-~~~--~aa~--i&&~&--~~~~-~~~-eare 

18 eeB~rae~s-~~~~~~-~~-fe~--meB~al-~kt~-~~~~~~--saall 

e~~er-~e~e~a~e-~~-~~-&eF¥iee&-WaeB-~~~~~-&-ee~BseliB~ 
20 pFe~essieBal-~-~-lieeB&ea-By-~~-S~a~-p~F6~aBt-~~-~~~-~6T 

eaap~er-~~~-~-a66e66-~-~Fea~-J£~~~~e£a~-~-iB~raperseHa± 

22 preelemST--aa&-~-~~--a--mas~eFS-~Fee--~-~~~-e~--a 

Fe±a~ea-~J~~-~~~-&&-aeereai~ee-e~~~a~Je£a~-~~~~~~~-&aG-aas 

24 eeeB-e~eye£-~~~~&&&~F-~eF-a~-~~-~~~r--A&y-eeB~Fae~ 

pFevieiH~-~~-feF-~~-&&r~iG&&-ef-~~~-pFe~essieBals 

26 p~rs~aBt--~e--~ais--see~ieB--may--ee--s~ejee~--te--aBY--reaseBaele 

±imitatieBST--~~--BeRefJ~£~---Gei&&~ra&~r--~~~~~--eF 

28 eHe±~sieB-~~~~&~&&-~~~~~-~e--e¥eFall-~-it~-~~--tae 

eeBtFaetT--~ai&-~~-~~~-~~-a~~--€eB~~a€~6--eHee~teeT 

30 ee±ivereeT--i&&~-~~--£~J~e~y~--eeBtiH~ee-~r-~~-J£--tais 

State--eB--eF--a~~er--JaB~arY--±T--l991T---~er--p~Fpeses--e~--tais 

32 s~eseetieHT-~~--eeH~Fae~&-~~~-~e£ew~-~-la~e~-~~-tae 

BeHt-yearly-aBBiveFsary-e~-~ae-eeHtFae~-eateT 

34 
Sec. 2. 24-A MRSA §2835, as amended by PL 1995, c. 561, §3, 

36 is further amended to read: 

38 §2835. Mental health services 

40 1. Notwithstanding any provision of a health insurance 
policy subject to this chapter, whenever the policy provides for 

42 payment or reimbursement for services waiea ~ are within the 
lawful scope of practice of a psychologist licensed to practice 

44 in this StateTL a certified social worker licensed for the 
independent practice of social work in this State who has at 

46 least a masters degree in social work from an accredited 
educational institution, has been employed in social work for at 

48 least 2 years, and who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed 
as a clinical social worker in this StateT; a licensed clinical 

50 professional counselor licensed for the independent practice of 
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counseling who has at least a masters degree in counseling from 
2 an accredited educational institution, has been employed in 

counseling for at least 2 years and, after January 1, 2002, must 
4 be licensed as a clinical professional counselor in this State; 

or a licensed nurse who is certified by the American Nurses' 
6 Association as a clinical specialist in adult psychiatric and 

mental health nursing or as a clinical specialist in child and 
8 adolescent psychiatric and mental health nursing, any person 

covered by the policy saall-ae li entitled to reimbursement for 
10 these services if the services are performed by a physicianTL a 

psychologist licensed to practice in this StateT~ certified 
12 social worker licensed for independent practice in this State who 

has at least a masters degree in social work from an accredited 
14 educational institution, who has been employed in social work for 

at least 2 years, and who, after January 1, 1985, must be 
16 licensed as a clinical social worker in this StateT; a licensed 

clinical professional counselor licensed for the independent 
18 practice of counseling who has at least a masters degree in 

counseling from an accredited educational institution, has been 
20 employed in counseling for at least 2 years and, after January 1, 

2002, must be licensed as a clinical professional counselor in 
22 this State; or a licensed nurse certified by the American Nurses' 

Association as a clinical specialist in adult or child and 
24 adolescent psychiatric and mental health nursing. Wi~a-Fes~ee~-~e 

seFviees-~~~-aY-~y&B&~&&-~--~&yehele~i&~&r-~~~-seeti9a 

26 a~plies--~~--~~---aeaJ~a---ia&HFaaee--~~~-~r--~~~~~~£---91' 

eeFti~ieates--.,i6Stl.eQ7--~~---ffiOd..i-f-i-ed-,--~1-t;.e..Fe<i-,---affieaEleEl--9F 

28 Feisstl.eQ--on--eF--a-f~-e-£--A~Fil-...J.-6-,--1919T Payment or reimbursement 
for services rendered by clinical social workers licensed in this 

30 State saall, licensed clinical professional counselors licensed 
in this State or licensed nurses certified by the American 

32 Nurses' Association as clinical specialists in adult or child and 
adolescent psychiatric and mental health nursing may not be 

34 conditioned upon prior diagnosis or referral by a physician or 
other health care professional, except in cases where diagnosis 

36 of the condition for which the services are rendered is beyond 
the scope of their licensure. 

38 
2. Nothing in subsection 1 may be construed to requi re a 

40 health insurance policy subject to this chapter to provide for 
reimbursement of services waiea that are within the lawful scope 

42 of practice of a psychologist licensed to practice in this State, 
a clinical social worker licensed in this State, a clinical 

44 professional counselor licensed in this State, a certified social 
worker licensed to practice in this State, or a nurse certified 

46 and licensed to practice in this State. 

48 ~y----MeB~al---heal~---6eFviee6---pF9vided---By---e9QDSeliB~ 

pF9fe66i9BaI6Y---~--in&~~F--~£~---~--~~etl.~--~1-t~--eaFe 

50 eeBtFaets-~~~iG~-~~-~eF--ffien~al-~1-t~-£~¥~~€£--6aall 
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ffiake-~~~~-ee¥e~a~e-~~--~~&&-£€~¥~£€£-~-Fe££e£mea-~-a 

2 eeHRse*iR~-F~e£€££~eRa1-~-~-lieeR&ee-By-~~~~~-~~r&~R~-~e 

~i~le--~~r-~~--~~~-£e--a&&e&&-~-~~~-~£~~F€~£e£a1--aRa 

4 iR~FaFeFseRal--~~€ffi£7--~-~~--leas~--a--~~~-~~--iH 

eaHRse*iR~-~r-~-~€1a~€£--tiela--~~-~-a££~€£~~€£--eaHea~ieRal 

6 iRs~i~H~ieR-a££-~-~R-effiFleyea-~~-eeHR&ele~-£e£-~--~&~-6 

yeaFsT---ARY-~R~raG~-~r~~~-~~-~~--~£€--6etvi€e6--et 

8 eeHRse*iR~-~e£€££~e£a1£-~~-~-~ais-£€£~~e£-~-b&-sHa~ee~ 
~e--aRy--~~-~~it~~~,--~~~-BeRe£i£67--eeiRsHFaReeT 

10 aeaHe~iales--~---e*elHsieR--~~i~~--aFFlieaale--~~--aveFall 

aeReti~s--~aG&r-~~-£e£~~a£~,---±ais--&~~~~i&R-~l~~-~e--all 

12 eeR~Fae~S-~€£~~~-~~~~r-i&&HeG-fet-~~~~-~~-eF 

FeRewee-iR-~~~~~~~R-eF-af£et-~~~y-~,--~~r--~~-FHFFases 

14 et-~~~-6~B6e€£iaR7-~~~-£eR£~a£££-~r&-~-r&ae~G-~-la~eF 

~aaH-~ae-Re*s-yeaFly-aHHiveFsaFy-et-~ae-eeRsFaes-aa~eT 

16 
Sec. 3. 24-A MRSA §4234-A, sub-§8, as enac ted by PL 1995, c. 

18 407, §10, is amended to read: 

20 8. Contracts; providers. Subject to approval by the 
superintendent pursuant to section 4204, a health maintenance 

22 organization incorporated under this chapter shall allow 
providers, pursuant to sections 2744 and 2835, to contract for 

24 and receive payment, subject to the health maintenance 
organization's credentialling policy. for the provision of mental 

26 health services within the scope of the provider's licensure. 

28 Sec. 4. Application. This Act applies to all policies, 
contracts and certificates executed, delivered, issued for 

30 delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after January 
1, 2004. For purposes of this Act, all contracts are deemed to 

32 be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the 
contract date. 

34 

36 

38 

40 

SUMMARY 

This bill mandates that all health care plans reimburse 
licensed clinical professional counselors for mental health 
services. The bill applies to all policies and contracts issued 
or renewed on or after January 1, 2004. 
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