
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



~, 
~ .• 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

L.D. 2064 

DATE: ~ t ~t .;lc:x:>~ (Filing No. s-4to:J.) 

TRANSPORTATION 

Reported by: 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Senate. 

STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

I20TH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,J!t-" to S.P. 740, L.D. 2064, Bill, 
Act to Waive the Title Fee for Towed Abandoned Vehicles" 

"An 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the 
following: 

'Sec. I. 29-A MRS A §603, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 

6. Abandoned vehicles declared total loss. A towing 
company is exempt from a title fee if: 

A. The towing company tows a vehicle at the request of a 
law enforcement officer; 

B. The towing company declares a vehicle a total loss while 
claiming the vehicle pursuant to chapter 15, subchapter III; 

C. The Secretary of State notifies the vehicle owner that 
the vehicle is claimed under the abandoned vehicle law as 
required in section 1854; and 

D. The Secretary of State requests the title fee under 
subsection 1, paragraph E from the vehicle owner. 

Sec. 2. 29-A MRS A §668, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1995, c. 482, 
Pt. A, §15, is further amended to read: 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. /t .. to S.P. 740, L.D. 2064 

3. Certificate delivered. When the Secretary of State 
suspends or revokes a certificate of title, certificate of 
salvage, certificate of lien or certificate of registration, the 
owner or person in possession of that document, immediately upon 
receiving notice of the suspension or revocation, shall deliver 
the document and registration plates to the Secretary of State. 
If the owner or person in possession of that document fails to 
deliver the document and registration plates to the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of State may suspend the person's privilege 
to title or register a vehicle. 

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §1854, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1999, c. 
137, §l, is further amended to read: 

3. Response. On receipt of the, notification, the Secretary 
of State shall inform the vehicle owner and lienholder, if any, 
by regular mail that the vehicle is being claimed under the 
abandoned vehicle law. The notice to the vehicle owner and 
lienholder, if any, must identify the vehicle by the year, make, 
model and vehicle identification number, give the name and 
address of the party claiming ownership, state the charges 
against the vehicle that the owner and lienholder, if any, must 
pay to retrieve the vehicle, and the date that the title or 
letter of ownership will pass to the new owner. If the party is 
claiming ownership of the vehicle pursuant to section 603, 
subsection 6, the notice must inform the vehicle owner and 
lienholder that the owner must pay $2'3 to the Secretary of State 
to transfer the title. A copy of this letter must be provided to 
the person claiming ownership. ' 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the following: 

'FISCAL NOTE 

Requiring that the owners of abandoned vehicles must pay the 
cost of title fees will eliminate the minor loss of revenues to 
the Highway Fund in the original bill. The amended bill has no 
fiscal impact.' 

SUMMARY 

This amendment replaces the bill and exempts from payment of 
a title fee a towing company that tows an abandoned vehicle at 
the request of a law enforcement officer, claims the vehicle and 
declares that the vehicle is a total loss, and properly notifies 
the vehicle owner that the vehicle is claimed under the abandoned 

Page 2-LR3324{2} 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 



2 

4 

6 

8 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 4 .. to S.P. 740, L.D. 2064 

vehicle law. The amendment also clarifies that notification from 
the Secretary of State to the owner and lienholder must inform 
the owner that the owner must pay $23 to transfer the title. If 
the owner or person in possession of the proper document fails to 
deliver the proper document and registration plates to the 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of State may suspend the 
owner's privilege to title or register a vehicle. 

It also adds a fiscal note to the bill. 
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