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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §1672 is enacted to read:

1672 Ph £ pr t ntainin i o : ex ions
1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have _the

following meanings.

sale

A, "Fabricated mercury-added product" means a product that
consists of a combination of individual components that
combine to make a single unit, including, but not limited
to, mercury-added measuring devices, lamps and switches.

B, "Formulated mercury-added product"” means a chemical
roduc includin not limited o) laborator
chemicals, cleaning products, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and

ing m rials hat is 1 consi nt mixtur £
chemicals.

. "Manufacturer" mean n rson firm iation

mercury-added produ r in foreign ntry., In th
case of a multicomponent mercury-added product,
"manuf rer'" mean manuf rer r o
mbl h by If h multicomponen rodu is

r c in foreign countr h manufa rer is h

importer or domestic distributor,
D, Notwithstanding section 1661, ion 1

"mercury-— roduct"” mean r mmodi hemical
or product with a component that containsg mercury or a
mercury compound _intentionally added to _the product,
commodity, chemical or component in order to provide a

ifi har risti ran r 1i r rform
a_specific function or for any other reason. 'Mercury-added
product" includes formulated mercury-added products and

fabri ed mercury- ed pr cts.

2 Ph. - : 1 1 A rson m n fer for final
or use or distribute for promotional purposes __any

mercury-added product if the mercury content of that product

XC

A, Beginnin nuar 1 2004 milligrams for
fabric d mercury- roduct or 250 part r 1
for formul mercury-— r
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B. Beginning Januvary 1, 2006, 100 milligrams for a

fabric d mercury-ad rodu or r r 1,000,00

for formul mercury-ad r s_an

C. Beginning January 1, 2008, 10 milligrams for a

fabricated mercury-added product or 10 parts per 1,000,000

for a formulated mercury-added product.

3. Component parts. If a product contains one or more
mercury- e rodu ha r mponents of th r the
provisions of this section are applicable to each component part

n not to he ntir r Th limit cified in
subsection 2 apply to each component individually and not to the
aggregate of mercury contained in the entire product,

4. Fiuor n 1 Notwith ndin ion 2
beginning Januvary 1, 2010, the mercury content of fluorescent
lamps may not exceed 10 milligrams unless the manufacturer
obtains an exemption for the fluorescent lamps pursuant to

ion 5.

Ex ion A mercury- rodu i Xem from the
limits specified in subsection 2 if the 1level of mercury or
m r m i i mercury- r
r i in rder ly with ral by health or
safety requirements, In order to claim exemption under this
subsection, the manufacturer of that mercury-added product shall

notify, in writing, the department and provide the legal

justifi ion for the claim of exemption
A An 1i ion for an exemption m :

1) Documen h asis for the r xemption or

renewal of exemption:

2) D ri how the manufacturer will ensure that a
system exists for the proper collection, transportation
and processing of the product at the end of the
product's useful life; and

3) D n he r ines f all n r rti t
perform as intende in h lanne llection
transportation and processing system.

B. The _d rtmen m ran with modifi ion by
conditions an application for an exemption for a product or

r f pr c if th epartment fin hat:

Page 2-LR3148(1)



10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34
36
38
40
42
44
46
48
50

52

(1) A system exists for the proper collection,
transportation and processing of the mercury-added

r Th m _m includ ire by rn of a

waste product to the manufacturer or an industry- or

r r - rte ollection and r clin s em

or other similar private or public sector efforts; and

2) Each of the following criteri re met:

(a) Use of the product is beneficial to the
environment or protective of public health or
public safety:

A technically feasibl lternativ he use

of mercury in the product does not exist: and

An alternati the mercury- r c

is not available at reasonable cost.

D. Prior to issuing an exemption under this subsection, the

rtmen hall consul with neighborin n
provinces and regional organizations to promote consistency
in the way in which mercury-added products are granted
exemptions.,

E. The length of an exemption granted pursuant to this
subsection may not exceed 2 years. An exemption may be
renewed one or more times by the department if:

(1) The manufacturer submits another application: and

2) The rtment fin h he mercury- roduct
continues to meet the criteria of this subsection and
he manuf rer mpli with th nditions f i

original approval,

SUMMARY

This bill phases out over a 6-year period the sale or
distribution of products that contain more mercury than a
specified level. Fluorescent lamps containing more than 10
milligrams of mercury are prohibited after January 1, 2010.
Products that contain mercury that are necessary to comply with
federal or state health or safety requirements could be granted
an exemption by the Department of Environmental Protection if the
manufacturer proves that: an appropriate method exists for the
collection, transportation and processing of the product at the
end of its useful life; the use of the product is beneficial to
the environment or protection of public health or safety; and no
alternative to the mercury-added product exists.,
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