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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6421, sub-§5-B is enacted to read:

-B Non rci 1 r d cr fishin 1i
eligibility. Beginning with license year 2003, a noncommercial
ter and cr fishing license m be iss nl rson
W] h essfull complete a 1 r n crab ishin
ion r nd wri n examination ided in section
6423, Once a person successfully completes the course and
examination, that person need not repeat the course _and

examination to renew the license.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §6423 is enacted to read:
§6423. Lobster and crab fishing education program

The commissioner shall establish an education program in
accordance with this section for training applicants for
noncommercial lobster and crab fishing licenses.

1. Curriculum. The program must include, at a minimum, a
review of:

A. Existin law and rule overnin lob r and crab
fishing:

B. Penalties for violations of laws and rules governing

lobster and crab fishing;

C. Basic lo er and crab management structure; an

D. Traditional lobster and crab fishing practices.
2. Written examination. The program must conclude with a

wri n _exami ion.

. Surcharge: credi ster nt F . The
commissioner shall set surchar not exceed §1 sufficien
to recover the costs incurred by the department in providing the

rogram. Th mmissioner m rovi ies of the cation
materials developed under this section to an applicant for
another lobster and crab fishing license upon receipt of the
surcharge. urchar ollecte nder this su ion must be

credited to the Lobster Management Fund established in section
6431-C,

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6431-C, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2001, c. 93,

§2, is further amended to read:
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2. Purpose. All money credited to the Lobster Management
Fund must be used to cover the costs of ¢trap tags and the
administration and enforcement of a lobster trap tag system under
section 6431-B, the costs associated with lobster management
policy councils and referenda pursuant to section 6447, costs
associated with the Lobster Advisory Council not supported by the
General Fund and, the costs associated with determining
eligibility for lobster and crab fishing licenses and eligibility
to fish for or take 1lobsters from a vessel and the costs

associated with the provision of educational prodgrams, for which
a surcharge is collected from the enrollee, pursuant to section

6423.

Sec. 4. License year for noncommercial lobster and crab fishing
license. Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12,
chapter 619, for 2003, the license year for noncommercial lobster
and crab fishing licenses issued pursuant to Title 12, section
6421 begins May 1, 2003 and ends December 31, 2003.

SUMMARY

This bill directs the Commissioner of Marine Resources to
establish an educational program for training applicants for
noncommercial and crab fishing licenses and requires that,
beginning in 2003, applicants for noncommercial lobster and crab
fishing 1licenses successfully complete the course and pass a
written test. Under this bill, a surcharge will be collected
from persons taking the course sufficient to cover the costs to
the department in providing the program. Surcharges collected
will be deposited in the Lobster Management Fund.
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