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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, this Act must take effect before the expiration of
the 90-day period in order to restore the law regarding cigarette
tax stamps that was previously in effect as soon as possible; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §4366-A, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by
PL 2001, c¢. 439, Pt. SSSS, §3, is repealed and the following
enacted in its place:

Sec. 2. Retroactivity. This Act applies retroactively to July
1, 2001.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill changes the law regarding cigarette tax stamps
enacted by the First Regular Session of the 120th Legislature by
replacing it with the law that was previously in effect. Current
law requires the State Tax Assessor to sell cigarette stamps to
licensed cigarette distributors at a discount of 2.16% from face
value for stamps sold prior to July 1, 2002 and 2.03% for stamps
sold on or after July 1, 2002. This bill requires the State Tax
Assessor to sell these stamps at a discount of 2.5% from face
value and applies this change retroactively to July 1, 2001.
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