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Emergency preamble. 'Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, the Department of Transportation will be conducting 
6 major reconstruction on Route lA in the Town of Winterport during 

the spring and summer of 2002; and 
8 

Whereas, most of the town I s water and sewer lines must be 
10 replaced at the same time as the Department of Transportation 

construction period occurs; and 
12 

Whereas, the town has secured a Community Development Block 
14 Grant for replacing the water and sewer lines and time is 

critical; and 
16 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
18 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
20 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety; now, therefore, 
22 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
24 

Sec. 1. P&SL 1971, c.143, §17, first, is amended to read: 
26 

Sec. 17. Authority to borrow money. For accomplishing the 
28 purposes of this Act and for such other expense as may be 

necessary for the carrying out of said purposes, said district, 
30 through its trustees, w~~aeu~--a~s~~~e~--ve~e subject to the 

provisions of the Maine Reyised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 
32 6412, is authorized to issue its notes and bonds in one series or 

in separate series from time to time and to make subsequent 
34 renewals of the same in whole or in part to an amount not 

exceeding the sum of $JQ<hQQQ $1,200,000. Said notes and bonds 
36 saa,1,1--be--a are the legal obligation of said district, which is 

hereby declared to be a quasi-municipal corporation within the 
38 meaning of the Maine Revised Statutes ef--1-9-94..L Title aQ 30-A, 

section eQea .21.QJ, and all the provisions of said section are 
40 applicable ~ae~e~e to those notes and bonds; saall-ee ~ a legal 

investment for savings banks in the State of Maine; and saall-ee 
42 ~ exempt from all present taxes. Each bond or note saall IDYAt 

have inscribed on its face the words "Winterport Sewerage 
44 District Bond" or "Winterport Sewerage District Note", as the 

case may be, and saall-eea~ ~ interest at such rates as the 
46 trustees saall determine. If--s-a-i4--bGnd&-e~--n0-t-&6--be--issuea The 

district may refund and reissue from time to time, in one or in 
48 separate series, its bonds, notes and other evidences of 

indebtedness and each authorized issue saall---eeBs~~~u~e 

50 constitutes a separate 
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loan. Each loan 1£ payable in annual amounts of principal, 
2 beginning not more than one year from its date and JRaee--t-(>--F1:lR 

running for such period as said trustees sRall determine. 
4 

Sec. 2. P&SL 1971, c. 143, §17, is amended by adding after the 
6 first paragraph the following new paragraphs to read: 

8 In order to establish a higher debt limit for the district, 
the trustees shall propose a new debt limit for the district. 

10 which the trustees shall submit for approval at a meeting of the 
district. The district meeting must be called, advertised and 

12 conducted according to section 16 of this Act. If the proposed 
increase in the district's debt limit is approved at the district 

14 meeting, the district shall. within 10 days of the approval. mail 
notice of the approval to each of the district's ratepayers and 

16 publish a notice once in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the district. If within 30 days of the mailing or 

18 publication, whichever is later. no fewer than 10~ of the 
ratepayers of the district file a petition with the district 

20 reguesting the guestion to be submitted to the voters of the 
district for approval in a referendum election. then the trustees 

22 shall submit the guestion for approval in a districtwide 
referendum. The referendum must be called. advertised and 

24 conducted by the Town of Winterport according to the Maine 
Revised Statutes. Title 30-A. section 2528. except that the 

26 district is responsible for calling and holding the public 
hearing prior to the election and that the registrar of voters is 

28 not reguired to prepare or the town clerk to post a new list of 
voters. F6r the purpose of registering voters. the registrar of 

30 voters must be in session on the regular workday preceding the 
election. The town clerk of the Town of Winterport shall prepare 

32 the reguired ballots with the following guestion: 

34 "Do you favor changing the debt limit of the Winterport 
Sewerage District from (insert current debt limit) to 

36 (insert proposed debt limit)?" 

38 The voters shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed 
against the word "Yes" or "No" their opinion on the guestion. 

40 
The results must be declared by the municipal officers of 

42 the Town of Winterport and due certificate of the results filed 
by the town clerk with the Secretary of State. 

44 
A debt limit proposal becomes effective immediately ypon 

46 expiration of the 30-day time period described in this section. 
ynless a petition is timely filed. in which Case the debt limit 

48 proposal becomes effective immediately upon its acceptance by a 
majority of the legal voters within the district voting at the 

50 election. Failure of approval by the necessary majority of 
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voters at the referendum does not prevent subsequent referenda 
2 from being held for the Same purpose. The district may increase 

its debt limit to any amount or as often as approved pursuant to 
4 this section. 

6 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

8 

10 SUMMARY 

12 This bill amends the Charter of the Winterport Sewerage 
District by increasing the debt limit from $200,000 to 

14 $1,200,000. The bill also amends the charter by adding language 
that allows any subsequent debt changes to be made by referendum. 
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