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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 32 MRSA ¢. 127-B is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 127-B

COLONIC PRACTITIONER

4401 finition
As used in this chapter, wunless the context otherwise

indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

1. Colonic irrigatiom. "Colonic irrigation” means a method
£ hydrothera used@ to cleanse the colon with the aid of a

mechanical device and water.

2, Colonic practitioner. "Colonic practitioner” means a

person who provides or offers to provide colonic irrigation for a

£ mon X r otherwise.

mmissioner. "Commissioner'" means the Commissioner of

Professional and Financial Regulation or the commissioner's
designee.

4 r nt.. "Department” means the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation.

14402. Commissioner: wers and duties
The commissioner has the following powers and duties.

1. Administer. The commissioner shall administer and
enforce this chapter.

2, Rules, The commissioner shall adopt rules in accordance
with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act necessary to carry
out the purposes of this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this
chapter are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter II-A.

3. Complaints. The commissioner shall investigate or cause
in i i1 mplaint ncerning violation f thi
chapter or rules adopted by the 4 rtmen m on he
commigsioner's own motion or on written complaint fil with th
rtment an 11 f noncomplian with or wviolation of
this chapter or any rules adopted by the department.

4. Contracts. The commissioner may enter into contracts to

Ir t commissioner's r onsibiliti r is chapter.
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5. Register. The commissioner shall make available, at

cost, a_register that contains the names of all individuals
lic nder thi h er.

6. Hearings. The commissioner may conduct hearings to

assist with investigations and to determine whether grounds exist
for denial of licemse renewal, suspension of license or any other

action necessary to the fulfillment of the commissioner's
responsibilities under this chapter.

7. _Advisory council., The commissioner shall establish an

visor uncil advise and consult wi mmissioner
concerning the regulation of c¢olonic practitioners. The
commissioner may lect members of h x sion n other
interested parties to serve on an advisory council. Service on
the council is not a conflict of interest regardless of the

occupations or asscgiations of the members.
144 Licensin

1l. License required. Beginning on January 1, 2002, unless
exempt pursuant to section 14406, a person may not charge a fee

for performing a colonic irrigation unless licensed in accordance
with this chapter.

2, Individual 1licemnsing. Only an individual who _is
gualified under this chapter may be issued a license to practice
colonic irrigation.

14404. Regquirements for licensure; colonic practitioners

Each 1i for licensure must monstr competence to
engage in the practice of colonic irrigation in a manner that

safequards the interests of the public. Rules adopted under this

chapter must provide for educational standards., examinations and

certification for the practice of colonic irrigation by colonic
practitioners.,

144 Term f licen

indivi 1 _wh lies for licensur hall fill out a

form designated by the department. A license expireg yearly on
e indivi 1's initial licensure or on such other

date as the commissioner determines. The commissioner shall mail
a notice of expiration to a licensed colonic practitioner's last
known res leas 3 ays fore the expiration of the
license. The notice must include requests for any information
necessary for renewal. A late fee of $10 is assessed on any

license renewal that is postmarked later than the anniversary
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ate he individual mu re ly for licen .

Mﬂ&w:ﬂim. The department,

rul ma lish continuin u i0 nd ryvision
X irements. An 1i for a renewal of a license shal how

proof of satisfying thg continuing education reguirements set
forth h T .

144 x ion rtifi ion

A licensed physician is exempt from the requirements of this

ch .,
14407 Discipli ion: gr : procedure: lain

1., Grounds. The commissioner may suspend, revoke or refuse
to renew a license under the same grounds as_contained in Title

5 ction 10004. In dition h ommissioner m take the
same ion granted bureaus, boards and commission rsuant
to Title 10, ion 8003 subsection . The mmissioner's
actions m b on an f the followin rounds:

A. Th r ice of fraud or decei in obtainin licens
under this ch er or in connection with rvi r red
within e ope of the reqgistration or certifi e i ed:

B. Habitual i) nc abuse t ha resul r_is
forse 1 likel 0o _resul in the regulate erson
rming servi in manner th endangers the health or

safety of clients:

. A rrent medical findin f mental in n tha
affects the licensed person's ability to perform that
rson's o ion in a health nd manner:
D. Aidin r abettin ersons not duly 1i nder thi

chapter who profess to be licensed:

E. jec e limitations of Titl chapter 41
conviction of a crime that involves dishonesty or false
statement or that directly relates to the practice of

ni irri ion or conviction of rim fo which
rceration r on ar or more m imposed;

=]

o

F. Revocation in any state of a professional or
n

occupational license, certification or rggi§;r§;1Q fg
. £

inar r n r_rej ion n 1i n
reasons rel untrustworthin within £ the
f appli ion; or
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G. Violating any provisions of this chapter or any rule of
the department.

2. Procedure. Except as provided in Title 5, section
10004, a license may not be denied, suspended, revoked or refused

for r wal_ for the re n et for in su ion 1 without
prior written notice and opportunity for hearing on that denial,
suspension or revocation. A license may not be denied., suspended

or revoked under this section except by a decision of the
commissioner.

3. Complaints. Any person may file a complaint with the

commissioner seeking disciplinary action against a colonic
practitioner concerning violations of this chapter or rules

adopted by the department. Complaints must be in writing. 1f
the commissioner determines that a complaint alleges facts that,

if true, would require denial, revocation, suspension _or
nonrenewal of the license or other digsciplinary action of a
licensed colonic practitioner, the commissioner may conduct a
hearing pursuant to the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.
Whenever the commissioner establishes that a complaint does not
state facts that warrant action, the complaint may be dismissed.

The commissioner shall conduct proceedings under this subsection

in rdan with he rovision of Title chapter 375
subchapter IV.
144 1lty: inj ion

A person who violates this chapter commits a Class E crime.

The State may bring an action in Superior Court to enjoin any
rson rom violatin thi chapter T rdl o) whether

proceedings have been or may be instituted in the District Court

or whether criminal proceedings have been or may be instituted.

§14409. Reciprocity

Reciprocity is granted to individuals from other states as
long as those individuals meet the requirements of this chapter
for status as a licensed colonic practitioner and show proof of
current certification or registration from their states.

SUMMARY

This bill requires practitioners of colonic irrigation to be
licensed pursuant to criteria established by the Commissioner of
Professional and Financial Regulation. The bill requires that
the commissioner establish an advisory council to advise and
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consult with the commissioner concerning the regulation of
colonic practitioners. The bill authorizes the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation to establish continuing
education requirements for maintaining a license. The bill sets
forth guidelines for disciplinary action and makes practicing
colonic irrigation without a license a Class E crime. Licensed
physicians are exempt from the requirements of this bill.
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