
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



120th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2001 

Legislative Document No. 1584 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §17709, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 
4 1995, c. 466, Pt. A, §l, is amended to read: 

6 2. After August 31, 1984. A law enforcement officer in the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife who was first 

8 employed in that capacity after August 31, 1984 aBa--who--eleel::s 
I::He-~~~~~-~~~~&-~£e¥4aea-~~-see\::iea-~~~~7-~~-e-A 

10 shall contribute to the retirement system or have pick-up 
contributions made by the employer as-~~~~~~-~~~&-11Se6T 

12 stlssee\::i-e-a-e-A at a rate of 7.5'1-0 of earnable compensation until 
the law enforcement officer has completed 25 years of creditable 

14 service and at a rate of 6.5% thereafter. 

16 Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §17851, sub-§5-A, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
769, §4, is further amended to read: 

18 
5-A. Inland Fisheries and Wildlife officers after August 

20 31, 1984. gHeepl::--as-~~~~-~~-~~~-±~~a±-A7--a A law 
enforcement officer in the Department of Inland Fisheries and 

22 Wildlife who was first employed in that capacity after August 31, 
1984 or who, if employed in that capacity before August 31, 1984, 

24 ceased to be employed in that capacity on or before that date and 
who subsequently became reemployed in that capacity after that 

26 date qualifies for a service retirement benefit tlpea-£eaeRiB~-99 
yeaFs-«--a~e after completing at least 25 years of creditable 

28 service in that capacity if-Re~4€e-~-~1~~~~-~-ep\::iea-aBa 
paymeal::-ef-€mpJey€€-£~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~-a~-maee-as 

30 pFeviaea-iB-seel::iea-11Se6T-stlsseel::iea-e-A. 

32 Sec. 3. 5 MRSA §17851-A, sub-§1, ,B, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 
769, §ll, is repealed. 

34 
Sec. 4. 5 MRSA §17851-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1999, c. 

36 493, §7, is further amended to read: 

38 2. Qualification for benefits. A member employed in any 
one or a combination of the capacities specified in subsection 1 

40 after June 30, 1998 for employees identified in subsection 1, 
paragraphs A ~ to H and after December 31, 1999 for employees 

42 identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K, qualifies for a 
service retirement benefit if that member either: 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. Is at least 55 years of age and has completed at least 
10 years of creditable service under the 1998 Special Plan 
in anyone or a combination of the capacities; or 

B. Has completed at least 25 years of creditable service in 
anyone or a combination of the capacities specified in 

Page 1-LR2017(1) 



subsection 1, whether or not the creditable service included 
2 in determining that the 25-year requirement has been met was 

earned under the 1998 Special Plan or prior to its 
4 establishment. 

6 Sec. 5. 5 MRSA §17851-A, sub-§3, ,A, as amended by PL 1999, c. 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

493, §8, is further amended to read: 

A. For the purpose of meeting the qualification requirement 
of subsection 2, paragraph A: 

(1) Service credit purchased by repayment of an 
earlier refund of accumulated contributions following 
termination of service is included only to the extent 
that time to which the refund relates was served after 
June 30, 1998 for employees identified in subsection 1, 
paragraphs A and C to H and after December 31, 1999 for 
employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to 
K, in anyone or a combination of the capacities 
specified in subsection 1; and 

(2) Service credit purchased other than as provided 
under subparagraph ( 1), including but not limited to 
service credit for military service, is not included. 

26 Sec. 6. 5 MRSA §17851-A, sub-§4, ,A, as repealed and replaced 
by PL 1999, c. 489, §14 and amended by PL 1999, c. 493, §9, is 

28 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

A. If all of the member's creditable service in anyone or 
a combination of the capacities specified in subsection 1 
was earned after June 30, 1998 for employees identified in 
subsection 1, paragraphs A and C to H and after December 31, 
1999 for employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I 
to K or if service credit was purchased by repayment of an 
earlier refund of accumulated contributions for service 
after June 30, 1998 for employees identified in subsection 
1, paragraphs A and C to H and after December 31, 1999 for 
employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K, in 
anyone or a combination of the capacities specified in 
subsection It or if service credit was purchased by other 
than the repayment of an earlier refund and eligibility to 
make the purchase of the service credit, including but not 
limited to service credit for military service, was achieved 
after June 30, 1998 for employees identified in subsection 
1, paragraphs A and C to H and after December 31, 1999 for 
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employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K, the 
2 benefit must be computed as provided in section 17852, 

subsection 1. If the member had 10 years of creditable 
··4 service on July L 1993, the benefit must be reduced as 

provided in section 17852, subsection 3, paragraphs A and B, 
6 and if the member had fewer than 10 years of creditable 

service on July 1, 1993, the benefit must be reduced by 6% 
8 for each year that the member's age precedes age 55. 

10 Sec. 7. 5 MRSA §17851-A, sub-§4,~, as repealed and replaced 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

by PL 1999, c. 731, Pt. CC, §5, is amended to read: 

B. Except as provided in paragraph D, if some part of the 
member's creditable service in anyone or a combination of 
the capacities specified in subsection 1 was earned before 
July I, 1998 for employees identified in subsection 1, 
paragraphs A and C to H and before January 1, 2000 for 
employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K and 
some part of the member's creditable service in anyone or a 
combination of the capacities specified in subsection 1 was 
earned after June 30, 1998 for employees identified in 
subsection 1, paragraphs A and C to H and after December 31, 
1999 for employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I 

to K, then the member's service retirement benefit must be 
computed in segments and the amount of the member's service 
retirement benefit is the sum of the segments. The segments 
must be computed as follows: 

(1) The segment or, if the member served in more than 
one of the capacities specified in subsection 1 and the 
benefits related to the capacities are not 
interchangeable under section 17856, segments that 
reflect creditable service earned before July 1, 1998 
for employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs A 
and C to H and before January 1, 2000 for employees 
identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K or 
purchased by repayment of an earlier refund of 
accumulated contributions for service before July 1, 
1998 for employees identified in subsection 1, 
paragraphs A and C to H and before January 1, 2000 for 
employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K 
in a capacity or capacities specified in subsection 1, 
or purchased by other than the repayment of a refund 
and eligibility to make the purchase of the service 
credit, including, but not limited to, service credit 
for military service, was achieved before July I, 1998 
for employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs A 
and C to H and before January 1, 2000 for employees 
identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K, must be 
computed under section 17852, subsection 1, paragraph 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

A. If the member is qualified under subsection 2, 
paragraph Band: 

(a) Had 10 years of creditable service on July 1, 
1993, the amount of the segment or segments must 
be reduced as provided in section 17852, 
subsection 3, paragraphs A and B; or 

(b) Had fewer than 10 years of creditable service 
on July 1, 1993, the amount of the segment or 
segments must be reduced as provided in section 
17852, subsection 3-A; and 

(2) The segment that reflects creditable service 
earned after June 30, 1998 for employees identified in 
subsection 1, paragraphs A and C to H and after 
December 31, 1999 for employees identified in 
subsection 1, paragraphs I to K or purchased by 
repayment of an earlier refund of accumulated 
contributions for service after June 30, 1998 for 
employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs A and 
£ to H and after December 31, 1999 for employees 
identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K in any 
one or a combination of the capacities specified in 
subsection 1, or purchased by other than the repayment 
of a refund and eligibility to make the purchase of the 
service credit, including, but not limited to, service 
credit for military service, was achieved after June 
30, 1998 for employees identified in subsection 1, 
paragraphs A ~ to H and after December 31, 1999 for 
employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to 
K, must be computed under section 17852, subsection 1, 
paragraph A. If the member is qualified under 
subsection 2, paragraph Band: 

(a) Had 10 years of creditable service on July 1, 
1993, the segment amount must be reduced in the 
manner provided in section 17852, subsection 3, 
paragraphs A and B for each year that the member's 
age precedes 55 years of age; or 

(b) Had fewer than 10 years of creditable service 
on July 1, 1993, the segment amount must be 
reduced by 6% for each year that the member's age 
precedes 55 years of age. 

Sec. 8. 5 MRSA §17851-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1999, c. 
48 493, §9, is further amended to read: 

50 5. Contributions. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
subchapter III, after June 30, 1998, for employees identified in 
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subsection 1, paragraphs A and C to H, and after December 31, 
2 1999, for employees identified in subsection 1, paragraphs I to K 

a member in the capacities specified in subsection 1 must 
4 contribute to the retirement system or have pick-up contributions 

made at the rate of 8.65% of earnable compensation until the 
6 member has completed 25 years of creditable service as provided 

in this section and at the rate of 7.65% thereafter. 
8 

Sec. 9. 5 MRSA §17851-A, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 
10 769, §11, is amended to read: 

12 6. Consequences of participation in retirement plan under 
section 17851, subsection 6-A or 8-A. Notwithstanding any other 

14 prov~s~on of law, a member in the capacities specified in 
subsection 1 who, prior to July 1, 1998 L elected the retirement 

16 option provided in section 17851, subsection !!i-AT 6-A or 8-A is 
treated as follows under the 1998 Special Plan. 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. A member who made the election at the time of first 
employment in a position covered under section 17851, 
subsection !!i-AT 6-A and 8-A is considered to be a member 
under the 1998 Special Plan as of the date of hire. 
Beginning July 1, 1998, a member covered by this paragraph 
shall contribute to the retirement system or have pick-up 
contributions made at a rate of 8.65% of earnable 
compensation until completion of 25 years of creditable 
service and shall contribute at a rate of 7.65% thereafter. 

B. A member who was serving in a position covered under 
section 17851, subsection !!i-AT 6-A or 8-A at the time of the 
election and who elected to participate in the retirement 
option prospectively from the time of election is considered 
to be a member under the 1998 Special Plan as of the 
effective date of the election. Beginning July 1, 1998, a 
member covered by this paragraph shall contribute to the 
retirement system or have pick-up contributions made at a 
rate of 8.65% of earnable compensation until completion of 
25 years of creditable service and shall contribute at a 
rate of 7.65% thereafter. 

C. A member who was serving in a position covered under 
section 17851, subsection a-AT 6-A or 8-A at the time of the 
election and who elected to participate in the retirement 
option prospectively from the time of election and also 
elected to purchase credit for service earned while serving 
in the same capacity before exerc~s~ng the election is 
considered to be a member under the 1998 Special Plan as of 
the beginning date of the service for which credit is 
purchased, provided that all of the payments required under 
section 17852, subsection 5-A, 6-A or 7 -A are made before 
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retirement. If all the required payments are not made 
2 before retirement, that member is considered to be a member 

under the 1998 Special Plan as of the effective date of the 
4 election. Beginning July 1, 1998, a member covered by this 

paragraph shall contribute to the retirement system or have 
6 pick-up contributions made at a rate of 8.65°1> of earnable 

compensation until completion of 25 years of creditable 
8 service and shall contribute at a rate of 7.65% thereafter. 

10 Employee contributions and actuarial and administrative costs 
paid to the retirement system by a member covered by this 

12 subsection may not be returned to that member, except that these 
employee contributions may be refunded to a member who terminates 

14 service and requests a refund under section 17705. 

16 Sec. 10. 5 MRSA §17852, sub·§5.A, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
769, §12, is further amended to read: 

18 
5-A. Inland Fisheries and Wildlife officers after August 

20 31, 1984. EHee~E--as--~Feviaea--iR--seeEieR--17891-AT--EBe The 
retirement benefit of a person who qualifies under section 17851, 

22 subsection 5-A and who retires upon or after FeaeBiR~-99-yeaFs-eE 
a~e completing 25 years of creditable service is computed in 

24 accordance with subsection 1 iE~~ 

26 AT---~h&-~~-~--f4F6£--em~±eyea-~-~-d~w--eR€eFeemeRE 

e€€ieeF-~~-&h&-gepaF£meB£-~--lRlaaa-FJ€~~J~£-~-Wi*a*i€e 
28 eR-~F-~~~-~--~r-199§T-ede€~6-~~~~-p~¥iGeG-iH 

seeEieR--~~~~r-£~~e£~J~--~-A-~-paY6--&&-~~-FeEiFemeHt 

30 sysEem--aa--~~-~~-~~~--€~~FJ~~J~--4B--aH 

ameQRE-~~~~-~~-~-fa±1-a€£~aF4al-~-~--e~&~~-EBat 

32 e~EieHf-eF 

34 gT---~&e-~~-~-fiF6£--em~±eyea-~-~-d~w--eHfeFeemeRt 

e€€ieeF-~~-~-gepaF£meB£-~--la±aaa-FJ££~J~-~-Wilali€e 

36 Be€eFe--~evembeF--~r--~~r-~~~-~~-~J~--pFeyiaea--iH 

seeEieR--~~~r-6~~e£~J~--~-A-~-pay6--&&-~~-FeEiFemeRt 

38 sysEem-~~~-eF-~~~~-~yme~£-~~-~-±amp-~-eF-~-a 

eemBiRaEieH-~--siH~*e-~-~eFieaie-~~-e€-~~-ame~Ht 

40 EBaE-e~~ad6-~~-~~~-ae~aaFia±-€e6£-~-~~~-&aa&-e~EieH 

€eF--6eFy4€e--~~~e--~~--~~---~--peF&&&--Wae--Fe~QeSES 

42 ea*eQlaEieR--~f--~~-~~~--~~-~~-~&&r--F~aFa±e&&--e€ 

wBetBeF--~ae-~F&&&-~~~-~~-~~~--~~--~ay--£e--EBe 

44 FeEiFemeHE-£y6~~~-&~~~-l~~-6~~--&G&-FeaseHaBle 

aamiRisEFaEive--€e6£6--~--~~~~~-~~--~a±±--aeE~aFia* 

46 eestsT---PaymeHE--e€--tBe--E~ll--aeEQaFial--eesE--Fe*atea--te 

seFviee-9R-~-~~~-~--~r-±999-46-~~~~-9~-tBe 

48 em~leyee-payFell-eeRtFiBQtieHT 
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tR a t - -t;,.~ - -pe-r-s-o.n-'-s- - -paJ'ment- - e 'f-- -payme a t;& - -ffiU-&t:- - -f-u-J...J.-y- - e.f.f -se-t. - - aBY 
2 QBEQBaea--ki&&~k~t;,.y-~~--w~~£--e~-~&-~~~-.f~e~-~eti~effieBt 

QBae~-~~~pt;i~a-~~~~-i&--se€-t.~e£--~~~~r-6Qa6e€t;ieB--~-aBa 

4 ffiQst-~~~~-.f~£4--t;,.&e-~-eE-~~-~e~-se£~-s--~t;i~&t;,.-~~~--t;e 

Be~ffial-'fet;i'feffieBt;-~~e-~~~-~-adG~t;,.~&&k-empleyeF-eeBt~iaQtieB 

6 is-Bet-~e~Qi~eaT 

8 A--peF&ea-~~-~-~~-~~~~-~~~~-~£--6eet;ieB--11891T 

sQaSeetieB-~-A-~-~-t;,.~-aft;eF-tRe-£~-t.e-~~~-~-p&F~a-is 

10 Ei~st-emp~eye4-~~-kaw-eBEe~eemeBt;-e.f.f4€e~-~~~~-~~aF~&t;-eE 

±BlaBa-F4-she~~e-s-~~~~~if~~~&t;,.-iBelQae-4B-t.e~e-s-t.-~-~-Fat;,.e-te 

12 ge--se-t.-~-~-aeaFa-Bet;-~~~-~~kaF-iBt;e~est-by-~~F-me~e 

FeFeeBta~e-peiBt;67-~pp~4e4-~-~-~~~~~~~-t;he-peFsea-was 

14 Ei~st-~~~-~-tRat-~~~~~-~~-tRe-~~~~~~~~~-peFseB 

weQla-~¥e-~~~F-Raa-pJ€~e£-~-&y-t;Re-e~~e~-~-t;,.~-Fe~seB 
16 eleet;ea-t;Rat-eFtieB-at-tRe-aat;e-eE-Ei~st-emFleymeBt;T 

18 ~Ris--s~aseet;iea--i&-~~~~-~--~~--~~~~---EJe€t;ieB--te 

~et;i~e-~~e~-~~-s--&~&&eGt;,.~&-is-~-~-~-~F~~&~-eleetieBT 

20 A-~-s~~-wa&-fi'f6t;-~~~~-a-~~w-~~~~ff~F-iB 

t;Re-~F~&t;,.-~--~~~-Fi6Re£ie6--aaa-~~~~~f&-~-e~--aEte~ 

22 NevemaeF-~,--1999-~-~a~e--t.~~~t;,.~&-£e--1at~~-t;RaB-~-aays 

aEt;e~--~-~~-ef--fiF&t;,.-~l~~---A--FeF&ea-~-wa-s--Ei~st 

24 empleyea-~~~~-eaFaeit;y-~e.fe~e-~--kr-199§-~~~-t;Re 

eleetieB-Be-lat;eF-t;RaB-JaBQa~y-1T-1991T 

26 
Sec. 11. 5 MRS A §17852, sub.§5·B, as amended by PL 1997, c. 

28 769, §13, is repealed. 

30 
SUMMARY 

32 
This bill establishes a special retirement plan for fish and 

34 wildlife game wardens that provides full retirement benefits 
after 25 years of service with no minimum retirement age 

36 requirement. The special plan applies to all newly hired game 
wardens and is retroactive for current wardens. The bill also 

38 removes game wardens from the 1998 Special Retirement Plan. 
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