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120th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2001 

Legislative Document No. 1451 

H.P.I082 House of Representatives, March 5, 2001 

An Act to Remove the Tax on F~ Nonalcoholic Beverages and 
Medicine. 

Reference to the Committee on Taxation suggested and ordered printed. 

MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND, Clerk 

Presented by Representative MICHAEL of Auburn. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: GERZOFSKY of Brunswick, MENDROS of Lewiston, 
SNOWE-MELLO of Poland. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA § 1752, sub-§3-B, as amended by PL 1999, c. 
4 698, §l and affected by §3, is further amended to read: 

6 3-B. Grocery staples. "Grocery staples" means food 
products ordinarily consumed for human nourishment. 

8 
"Grocery staples" does not include spirituous, malt or vinous 

10 liquorsT-~~--GFi~~&r-i€e~-~~r-seaas-~--&&y&F~&-£~€h-~-a~e 

e~aiaa~ilY-~~~-Ba~s-~-~-EeQa~aias-~--~-eeaaee~iea 

12 wi~h-~F&-~--£~£a--Ee~a~aiasT-~iGia&&r-~~i~--¥i~~££--aaa 

F~eFa~a~ieas--iR--li~~iar--Fewae~ear--~~aa~la~r--~aBletr--eaFs~ler 

14 lesea~e-~--Fi~~-~~~--~~-a£-~iet~~-6~FFlemeat6-~--aa~~aetSr 

eHeeFt--wh&~-~~-~-the--FFe&eFiFtieR-~~-~-phy£i€ia£~--wate~r 

16 iael~aia~-ffii£~a~-~~-~~&G-ea~Beaatea-wa~~£-~-~r-aie~a~y 

6~B6~it~tesT-eaaay-aaa-eeaEeetieasT-aaa-F~eFa~ea-Eeea. 

18 
Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §1752, sub-§5-A, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 

20 163, §1, is amended to read: 

22 5-A. Internal human consumption. "Products for internal 
human consumption" meaR means edible products sold for human 

24 nutr i tion or refreshment and containers or instruments provided 
simultaneously for the consumption of these products. It does not 

26 include spirituous, malt or vinous liquorsr--med-.i-&-i-ne-s-,.--teaiesr 
vitamiRsr-aieta~y-s~PFlemeats or cigarettes. 

28 
Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §1760, sub-§5 is repealed. 

30 
Sec. 4. 36 MRSA §1760, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1999, c. 502, 

32 §§l to 3, is repealed. 

34 

36 

Sec. 5. 36 MRSA §1760, sub-§34, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1981, c. 163, §4, is amended to read: 

34. Coin-operated vending machines. Sales of products for 
38 internal human consumption when sold through coin-operated 

vending machines By--a--p&F~~-~~-~~-~-~--whe£e--~Fess 

40 ~eeeiFts-~~~~~-Fetai±-£ad~~~-taa~iBle-~£~~-~r~~~-a~e 

ae~ivea-E~em-sales-th~e~~h-veaaia~-maehiaes. 

42 
Sec. 6. 36 MRSA §1760, sub-§75, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 871, 

44 §15, is amended to read: 

46 75. Certain lodging. Mea16-~--~iB~ Lodging provided to 
employees at their place of employment when the value of these 

48 mea±&-e~ that lodging is allowed as a credit toward the wages of 
those employees. 
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2 Sec. 7. 36 MRSA §1811, first 1r, as amended by PL 1999, c. 401, 
Pt. X, §1 and affected by §5, is further amended to read: 

4 
A tax is imposed on the value of all tangible personal 

6 property and taxable services sold at retail in this State. The 
rate of tax is 7% on the value of liquor sold in licensed 

8 establishments as defined in Title 28-A, section 2, subsection 
15, in accordance with Title 28-A, chapter 43; 7% on the value of 

10 rental of living quarters in any hotel, rooming house, tourist or 
trailer camp; 10'l-0 on the value of rental for a period of less 

12 than one year of an automobile; 1%-eR-~~~~~~-pFepaFeG-faaa 
sa±a--~~--e&~a91i&hffiea~&--~~---aF&--JJ€eR£e4--~~---eB-preffiises 

14 eaBsHffip~ieB-e~-~~~~~-~~~~-~~-~-~Ar-e&ap~eF-4~f and 5% 
on the value of all other tangible personal property and taxable 

16 services. Value is measured by the sale price, except as 
otherwise provided. 

18 

20 

22 

24 

SUMMARY 

This bill removes the levy of the sales tax on 
including prepared food, candy and confections, 
nonalcoholic beverages, medicines and vitamins. 
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all food, 
and on 




