MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




120th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2001

Legislative Document No. 1241
H.P. 927 House of Representatives, February 28, 2001

Resolve, to Establish a Moratorium on Aquaculture Leases in Blue Hill
Bay.

Reference to the Committee on Marine Resources suggested and ordered printed.
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Sec. 1. Aquaculture moratorium. Resolved: That,
notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, chapter
605, subchapter II, the Department of Marine Resources may not
issue a new aquaculture lease for an area in Blue Hill Bay for a
period of 4 years after the effective date of this resolve; and
be it further

Sec. 2. Study. Resolved: That the Department of Marine
Resources shall study the effects of aguaculture activities in
the ecosystem of Blue Hill Bay and hold a publicized public
hearing in the area of Blue Hill Bay to seek public comment. The
department shall report back to the First Regular Session of the
121st Legislature by January 1, 2003 with the results of the
study, including any necessary implementing legislation. If the
report recommends that the moratorium established in this resolve
should be 1lifted, the report must include findings of the
department to support that recommendation.

SUMMARY

This resolve establishes a 4-year moratorium on the issuance
of new aquaculture licenses in Blue Hill Bay. The resolve also
requires the Department of Marine Resources to undertake a study
of the effects of aquaculture on the ecosystem of the bay and
requires the department to hold a public hearing in the area of
Blue Hill Bay. The study has a reporting date of January 1, 2003.
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