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120th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-200t 

Legislative Document No. 1200 

S.P.362 In Senate, February 28,2001 

An Act to Direct that a Percentage of Revenue That the State Receives 
Be Allocated to Community Forestry. 

Reference to the Committee on Taxation suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator GAGNON of Kennebec. 
Cosponsored by Representative BUNKER of Kossuth Township and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: EDMONDS of Cumberland, KNEELAND of Aroostook, ROTUNDO of 
Androscoggin, Representative: BROOKS of Winterport. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §8705 is enacted to read: 
4 

S070S. Community Forestry Fund 
6 

1. Establishment of fund. The Community Forestry Fund, 
8 referred to in this section as the "fund," is established as a 

nonlapsing fund under the jurisdiction of the bureau to promote 
10 the community forestry activities in the municipalities of the 

State. The bureau may apply for and accept any appropriation, 
12 grant, gift or service made available from any public or private 

sources consistent with the purpose of this section and shall 
14 deposit any such money into the fund. 

16 2. Use of the fund. The bureau shall develop a process for 
municipalities to submit proposals and establish criteria for 

18 reviewing proposals and awarding grants from the fund for the 
purpose of developing and maintaining community forestry 

20 activities. 

22 Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §4641-B, last 1r, as amended by PL 1997, c. 759, 
§l and affected by §2, is further amended to read: 

24 
The State Tax Assessor shall pay all net receipts to the 

26 Treasurer of State, who shall eFeEl:it:,-~-I-2--<r:t:--t:,he-"'l"-&'I~-t;G--t:,he 

GeReFa*-F~fiEl-~~~-sha*l monthly pay t:,he-~ema:iR:iR~ 1/2 of the 
28 revenue to the Maine State Housing Authority, which shall deposit 

the funds in the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund created in 
30 Title 30-A, section 4853. From the rema~n~ng revenue, the 

Treasurer of State shall pay 10%, reduced by any federal funds 
32 received for community forestry, but not exceeding $400,000 

annually, to the Community Forestry Fund created in Title 12, 
34 section 8705 and deposit the remainder of the revenue in the 

General Fund. 
36 

38 SUMMARY 

40 The bill establishes the Community Forestry Fund under the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 8705 and provides for 

42 the distribution of a portion of real estate transfer tax 
revenues, up to $400,000 annually, to the fund to be administered 

44 by the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry to support 
the development and maintenance of community forestry activities. 

46 
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