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L.D. 1025 

DATE: L{ - / /-0 I ( Filing No. H-1I3 ) 

JUDICIARY 
~ . 

/v!IIVOelry 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

120TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 781, L.D. 1025, Bill, "An 
Act to Allow a Person to Take the Bar Examination without 
Attending Law School" 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the 
following: 

'Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §803, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1987, c. 395, 
Pt. A, §12, is further amended to read: 

2. Further qualifications. Each applicant shall produce to 
a board of bar examiners satisfactory evidence that Be the 
applicant: 

A. Graduated from a law school accredited by the American 
Bar Association; 

B. Graduated from a law school accredited by the United 
States jurisdiction in which it is located, that Be the 
applicant has been admitted to practice by examination in 
one or more jurisdictions within the United States and has 
been in active practice there for at least 3 years; 

C. Graduated from a foreign law school with a legal 
education which, in the board's opinion, is equivalent to 
that provided in those law schools accredited by the 
American Bar Association; 9F 

D. Successfully completed 2/3 of the requirements for 
graduation from a law school accredited by the American Bar 
Association and then pursued the study of law in the office 
of an attorney within the State for at least one yearTL-Q£ 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,~" to H.P. 781, L.D. 1025 

E. Pursued the study of law in the office of an attorney 
within the State for at least 3 years.' 

SUMMARY 

This is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on Judiciary. It replaces the bill to retain the current law 
school attendance requirements for taking the bar examination and 
adds one more option. The new option is to allow a person to 
take the bar exam without attending or graduating from law school 
if the person has studied law in the office of an at.torney in the 
State for at least 3 years. 
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