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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7824, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1997, c. 227,

§2, is further amended to read:

2. Fee. Except as provided in subsection 2-B, the annual
snowmobile registration fee is as follows:

A. For residents, $25 $30. The registration for a
snowmobile owned by a resident is valid for omne year,
commencing on July 1st of each year; and

B. For nonresidents:

(1) Thirty-five Forty dollars for a 3-consecutive day
registration. A person may purchase more than one
3-day registration in any season;

(2) PFifey Fifty-five dollars for a l1lO-consecutive day
registration. A person may purchase more than one
10-day registration in any season; and

(3) Sinty Sixty-five dollars for a seasonal
registration.

The registration for a snowmobile owned by a nonresident
must specify the dates for which the registration is valid.

Five dollars from the registration fee in this subsection is
to be transferred to a special fund administered by the
Off-Road Recreational Vehicle Division of the Bureau of
Parks and Lands within the Department of Conservation. The
funds must be used to assist any entity that has a
snowmobile trail grooming contract with the bureau in the
purchase of trail grooming egquipment,

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7824, sub-§9, as amended by PL 1997, c. 227,

§4, is further amended to read:

9. Requirement. Except as specifically provided in this
subsection, and notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
snowmobile belonging to a nonresident may be possessed or
operated by any person in this State witheut-being registered-in
this-State as long as:

A. The snowmobile is properly registered in this State in
the name of a nonresident owner of the snowmobiles-and,

B+ -The-nonresident- owner of -the-snowmebile-46 a-resident-of

a-state,- provinee - country--or--Gistrict -with -which-this-State
has-reeipreeitys
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For--purposes - of--this - subsection--Ystate,--province - countiy--oF
distriet-with —whieh-this--State -has--reciprocity 't -means--a--state,
provinae y —-country-—or -distriect--that - shares--a -common--bovrder-with
this--State - and--that -effers--similar-privileges-to-residents -of
this--State--A--state,—-province - country--or--district - does—-not
offer-similar-privileges-if- Maine residents holding-a-valid-Maine
snewmebile-registration-are- charged- a-fee -for-aceess-to-the-trail
system--i#--that - state,-province, -eountry--or--distriet,-or-if,--as
determined--by--the--commicsioner,--privileges--and--eppertunities
offered-to--snovmebile -users--in--that -stater- province,--Gountry -or
distriet--are--pot-eotherwise--comparable -to--those -offered--in-this
States

A snowmobile owned by a nonresident may not be issued a resident
registration, Nothing in this subsection authorizes the
operation of any snowmobile in any manner contrary to this

subchapter. This subsection does not apply to snowmobiles and
grooming equipment registered to snowmobile clubs, municipalities
or counties from bordering states or provinces and engaged in
trail grooming.

Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §2903-B, as amended by PL 1995, c. 502, Pt.

E, §30, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

2 -B n ile fuel u

The Legislature finds as a fact that the percentage of
"gasoline tax'" revenue paid by snowmobile users, is not less than

% £ he t 1 " line tax" colle B n his

finding, there is set aside .8% of the total excise tax on
internal combustion engine fuel s0ld or used within the State,

excluding combustion engine fuel for aircraft. From this .8%
allocation, 10% must be paid to the Treasurer of State to be made
available to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife for
th ur forth in Title 12, s ion 7824. The remainin
90% he .8% mu be credi the Snowmobi Trail nd of
the D rtm of Conservation, Bureau ¢f Park nd Lands under

Title 12, section 7824. The State Tax Assessor shall certify to
the State Controller by the 15th day of each month the amounts to
be credited under this section as of the close of the State

ontroller's recor for the previous month,

SUMMARY

This bill increases resident and nonresident snowmobile
registration rates by $5 and dedicates that amount to a special
fund administered by the Off-Road Recreational Vehicle Division
of the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands to
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assist any entity that has a snowmobile trail grooming contract
with the bureau in the purchase of trail grooming equipment.
Exempt from this increase is any snowmobile registered as an
antique under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 7824,
subsection 2-B.

Under current law, a snowmobile may be operated in the State
without being registered in the State if the snowmobile is
registered in another area that grants Maine residents a
reciprocal privilege. This bill requires all nonresidents who
snowmobile in Maine to register their snowmobiles in Maine. This
bill specifically excludes from this requirement snowmobiles and
grooming equipment registered to snowmobile clubs,
municipalities, counties or provinces and engaged in trail
grooming activities.

This bill also increases the percentage set aside from the
"gasoline tax" from .5% to .B8%.
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