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120th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-200l 

Legislative Document No. 928 

H.P.713 House of Representatives, February 15,2001 

An Act to Reform the Selection of Probate Judges. 

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND, Clerk 

Presented by Representative SCHNEIDER of Durham. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: NASS of Acton, WESTON of Montville. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 4 MRS A §301, first" as amended by PL 1995, c . 683, 
4 §l, is further amended to read: 

6 Judges of probate are eleet,.ed.-Eu' appointed as provided in 
the Constitution of Maine and this section. Only attorneys at 

8 law admitted to the general practice of law in this State and 
resident in this State may be elected or appointed as judges of 

10 probate. ~Rei~-e~e€~iea-i~-~~~~~~~~~~~-i&-p~eviaea 
~espeetin~--~~--eemmi&&ieneF&~--~--~y--ea~e£--~--ERe 

12 aiseRa~~e-~-~~ir--Q~tie&-eR-~~-~iF&t-aay-~-~~-~ellewin~ 

ERei~-~~&~ar-~~--whe£--appeinEea--~-~~~--¥~~~R~ie~7--tRei~ 

14 Ee~ms-~emmeR€e-~-~iF-appeinEmentT--V~€~R€4~-~~y-aeatRT 

~esi~natienT--~~~-~~~-~he--ee~ntYr-~~-4~~4~~--as 

16 ae~inea-~-~itle--~--seetien-~~-s~sseetien-~-e~-~-etRe~ 

~easeR-~-~-fi**ee-a~-~~~-ia-~he-~~~~~~~~~-MaineT 

18 ~R-~~~-&f-a-~~-~-tRe-~e£m-~--a-jQa~e-~-~~t&-wRe 

was-~~-sy-~~~-eleetien-~~~-tRe-~~--eleetienT 

20 tRe--~~-~-~~~-appeiR~e4--sy--t~-~~--~~-~i~~--ERe 

vaeaneY-~R~i~-~~-i&-ehesen-a~-~~~~~-&&-eR~ellea 

22 in-the-~ame-~i~4~a~-~~~-~~~-~~~FGbat~-wh&~-teFm-is 

vaeantT---~-ma~iR~--the-~~~~--the-~¥&F~F-~~--eReese 

24 ~~em-aRy-~~~-ons--5Ubm-.i-t~-e4-te-the-.(;e.v~-ne-r--by--~-eeQnty 

eemmittee-ef-~he-~4~4~~-~~~~~~~~~~-ap~iaEm&at-i&-te 

26 se-maae-r 

28 

30 

Sec. 2. 4 MRS A §301, as 
further amended by adding 
paragraph to read: 

amended by PL 1995, c. 683, 
after the first paragraph 

§l, is 
a new 

32 The Governor shall appoint judges of probate. subject to 
~iew by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 

34 jurisdiction over judiciary matters and to confirmation by the 
Legislature. At least one judge must be appointed from each 

36 county. Each judge of probate has a term of office of 7 years. 

38 Sec. 3. Transition. A judge of probate elected to office 
prior to the effective date of this Act shall serve out the term 

40 to which that judge was elected. Upon the conclusion of the term 
of that elected judge, the Governor shall appoint a judge of 

42 probate in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, 
section 301. 

44 

46 SUMMARY 

48 This bill repeals the current law that permits judges of 
probate to be elected. This bill requires that the Governor 

50 appoint at least one probate judge for each county, subject to 
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review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
2 jurisdiction over judiciary matters and to confirmation by the 

Legislature. 
4 
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