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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §301, first §, as amended by PL 1995, c. 683,

§1, is further amended to read:

Judges of probate are eleeted-or appointed as provided in
the Constitution of Maine and this section. Only attorneys at
law admitted to the general practice of law in this State and
resident in this State may be elected or appointed as judges of
probate. Their-eleetion-is-effected-and -determined as-is-proevided
respeeting---county --commissionerss - - and---they --eater--upon--the
diseharge-of--their -duties-on--the -first-day-of-January-fellewing
their--election) - but,--when--appeinted--to -fill--vacaneies,--their
Eerms - conmence- on--their-appeintmentr--Vacancies- -caused-by-death,
resignationy--remevel --from - the--eounty, - permanent --incapacity--as
defined-in-Title-30A,--seetion-Jd--subseetion-2—A-or--any-other
reasen- must--be-~£illed-as--provided -in-the- Constditution of -Maine~
In-the--case —of - a- vacaney--in -the - ferm--o0f--a - judge--of- probate -whe
wae - -nominated -by- primary--eleetion--before -the-general--elections
the--judge - of - probate-- appeinted--by--the - -Governor--to--£fill--the
vaeaney-until-a -successor -is-ehosen-at- election must-be-enrelled
in-the-same- pelitical- party-as--the Judge--of probate -whese-term-is
vaeant~---Io-making--the - appointment,- - Ehe--Governer - shall--choose
£rom- any- recommnendations- submitted -to -the- Governor- by -the -county
eommittee-of-the- politiecal- party from -which the -appeintmeat-is-te
be-made~

Sec. 2. 4 MRSA §301, as amended by PL 1995, c. 683, §1, is
further amended by adding after the - first paragraph a new
paragraph to read:

The Governor shall appoint 3judges of probate, subject to
review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over judiciary matters and to confirmation by the
Legislature. At least one judge must be appointed from each
county. Each judge of probate has a term of office of 7 years.

Sec. 3. Transition. A judge of probate elected to office
prior to the effective date of this Act shall serve out the term
to which that judge was elected. Upon the conclusion of the term
of that elected judge, the Governor shall appoint a judge of
probate in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4,
section 301.

SUMMARY

This bill repeals the current law that permits judges of
probate to be elected. This bill requires that the Governor
appoint at least one probate judge for each county, subject to
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review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over judiciary matters and to confirmation by the
Legislature.
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