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L.D. 910
DATE: M% [, 300\ (Filing No. S- ]]§™)
UTILITIES AND ENERGY '

Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
120TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/4}' to S.P. 263, L.D. 910, Bill, "An
Act to Provide Opportunity for Affordable House Lot Development’

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting
the following:

'An Act Concerning Private Line Extensions'

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and before the summary and inserting in its place
the following:

'Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §314 is enacted to read:
§314. Private line extensions

1. Definitions. As sed in thi section, unless the

context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
foliowing meanings.

A, "Line"” means an electric distribution line, including

o and o r related ructures.

2, Standards for private lines. The commission shall by
rule establish standards for the construction of a 1line by a
person other than a transmission and distribution utility. The

rules:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f~t" to S.P. 263, L.D. 910

A, us tablish for th nstruction of llnes.
The commission may §§g§11sh different standards

different transmigsion and distribution utllltv
territories. Th ndar m h s the

standards that would apply if the trangsmigssion an
distribution ili in _whose territory the 1line is
constructed built the 1line unless there are compelling
public safety reasons for applying different standards. If

ndar n n her T nabl condition
established by the commission are met, a transmission and
distribution utility may not refuse to connect the line to
the utility's system or to deliver energy over the line:

B. Must establish terms and conditions for transferring the
ownership of a 1line to a transmission and distribution
utility. The rules may establish a requirement that certain
t of lin lines under certain conditions, or lines in
certain ion uch lin lo in the 1i

must be transferred to the transmission and distribution
utility: and

C. May require that a person that is not a transmission and
distribution utiljty that constructs a line meet minimum
gualifications established or approved by the commission.

3. _Apportionmen o ost, f line extension The
commission hall da rules_ establishin requirements for
a rtionin he cost £ ingle-ph r lin xtension
among person wh k rvic hrough th lin fter h
construction of the line. The commission may provide for
exemptions from the apportionment methodology established by the
commission for any transmission an istribution utilit hat

itions the commission for an exemption an lish the
satisfaction of th commission hat the ransmission
distri ion ility® rti n meth 1
serves the public interest and balances competing interests of
customers.

4 Lines constructed in the public wa Nothing in this
section o rules adopted under this section limits the
1i i £ ction 2305 ny lin nstructed in a publi
way.
5. Submission of rules Rules rsuant t hi
sectio are major substantiv rul as fin in Titl 5
cha r 37 bch r II-A n mu ubmi h

Legislature for review no later than February 1, 2002.

Sec. 2. Public Utilities Commission examination of minimum
qualifications of line constructors. The  Public  Utilities
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ﬂ to S.P. 263, L.D. 910

Commission shall examine whether minimum qualifications should be
established for persons who construct private line extensions and
if so, how the qualifications should be established and what
mechanisms are most appropriate for ensuring the qualificatiouns
are met. The commission shall, with any rules submitted to the
Legislature pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-a,
section 314, submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy on the commission's findings and
recommendations under this section.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

‘FISCAL NOTE

The Public Utilities Commission will incur some minor
additional costs to adopt major substantive rules governing line
extensions and to submit the required report. These costs can be
absorbed within the commission’s existing budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing
Committee on Utilities and Energy. The amendment replaces the
bill and alters the title to more accurately reflect the content
of the bill as amended. This amendment directs the Public
Utilities Commission to adopt rules governing line extensions.
The rules must establish standards for construction of private
line extensions, terms and conditions for the transference of
private lines to transmission and distribution utilities and
requirements for apportioning among wusers the <costs of
single-phase overhead line extensions. The commission is also
directed to examine issues related to establishing minimum
qualifications for persons who construct private line extensions.

The amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill.
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