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120th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2001 

Legislative Document No. 850 

H.P.650 House of Representatives, February 15,2001 

An Act to Place the State in Compliance with the Federal Hatch Political 
Activity Act. 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND, Clerk 

Presented by Representative CRESSEY of Baldwin. 
Cosponsored by Senator DA VIS of Piscataquis and 
Representatives: ANNIS of Dover-Foxcroft, DUPREY of Hampden, GOOLEY of 
Farmington, KASPRZAK of Newport, MacDOUGALL of North Berwick, MENDROS of 
Lewiston, TREADWELL of Carmel, WATERHOUSE of Bridgton. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §7056-A, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 498, 
4 §6, is amended to read: 

6 4. Candidacy for elective office. An officer or employee 
in the classified service or an employee from the executive 

8 branch in the unclassified service of this State may not be a 
candidate for elective office in a partisan public election e~he~ 

10 ~ha:a--f.g.r---a--*eeal f.QL state or federal office. ~hi&--6-\'\hse€.t.ie:a 

may-Re.t.-~-£~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~p~~-ef-~he 

12 S~a.t.e--~~-~~-a--ea:aQiQa~e--~-~-elee.t.ieR--i~-~-~--~he 

ea:aQiQa~es--~--:aemi:aa~eQ--~---elee~eQ--~---~ha~--~~~~--as 

14 ~ep~ese:a~i:a~-~-pa£.t.y-~-£~~€-6--~F-~~~~~--elee~e~ 

~eeeiveQ--ve~es--i:a--~he--las~--p~eeeQi:a~--elee~ie:a--QQ~i:a~--whieh 

16 p~esiQeRtial-~~~~-~€--&eleeteQT Law enforcement officers 
continue to be subject to departmental rules regarding procedures 

18 on candidacy. 

20 Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §7056-A, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 498, 
§6, is amended to read: 

22 
6. Rights of participation in political organizations and 

24 activities. An officer or an employee of the classified service 
or an employee from the executive branch in the unclassified 

26 service of this State may: 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

A. Campaign for and hold an elective office in political 
clubs and organizations; 

B. Contribute money to political organizations or attend 
political fundraising functions; 

C. 
and 

Donate personal time and service to a political cause; 

gT---ge---a--~idat~-~~--~~~-~-f~£€--iR--a--Re:apa~~isa:a 

elee~ie:at-a:aQ 

E. Participate in any other activity not specifically 
prohibited by state or federal law. 

Sec.3. 21-A MRSA §331, sub-§3,'C is enacted to read: 

C. An officer or employee in the classified service as 
defined by Title 5, chapter 372 or an employee from the 
executive branch in the unclassified service of this State 
is prohibited from soliciting or accepting a nomination by a 
political party for any federal or state office. 
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2 Sec. 4. 21·A MRSA §351·A is enacted to read: 

4 §35l-A. Candidates not eligible for state or federal office 

6 An officer or employee in the classified service as defined 
by Title 5, chapter 372 or an employee from the executive branch 

8 in the unclassified service of this State is prohibited from 
seeking nomination for any federal or state office by petition as 

10 provided by this subchapter. 

12 
SUMMARY 

14 
This bill amends state law to comply with the federal Hatch 

16 Political Activity Act which prohibits federal employees from 
engaging in political activity and from being a candidate for 

18 public office. Under this bill, state employees may not be a 
candidate for state or federal office regardless of whether or 

20 not the candidate is representing a political party. 
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