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120th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2001 

Legislative Document No. 649 

H.P.509 House of Representatives, February 8, 2001 

An Act Concerning the Obligation of County Taxpayers to Pay for 
Medical Care for County Jail Inmates. 

Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice suggested and ordered printed. 

MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND, Clerk 

Presented by Representative WHEELER of Bridgewater. 
Cosponsored by Senator DAVIS of Piscataquis and 
Representatives: BELANGER of Caribou, BUCK of Yarmouth, BUNKER of Kossuth 
Township, COLLINS of Wells, JONES of Greenville, MURPHY of Berwick, SHERMAN of 
Hodgdon, WHEELER of Eliot. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 30·A MRSA §1561, first 1[, as repealed and replaced by 
4 PL 1995, c. 201, §l, is amended to read: 

6 Any person incarcerated in a county jail has a right to 
adequate professional medical care for illnesses or injuries that 

8 arise during incarceration, which does not include medical 
treatment requested by the prisoner that the facility's treating 

10 physician determines unnecessary. The county commissioners may 
establish medical and dental fees not to exceed $5 for the 

12 medical and dental services that are provided pursuant to this 
section and a fee not to exceed $5 for prescriptions, medication 

14 or prosthetic devices. Except as provided in subsection 1, every 
prisoner may be charged a medical or dental services fee for each 

16 medical or dental visit and a fee for each prescription, 
medication or prosthetic device. The facility shall collect the 

18 fee. All money received by a county jail under this section is 
retained by the jail to offset the costs of medical and dental 

20 services fees and fees for prescriptions, medication or 
prosthetic devices. 

22 

24 SUMMARY 

26 This bill limits the obligation of a county to provide 
county jail inmates with medical and dental services at taxpayer 

28 expense to illnesses and injuries that arise during incarceration. 
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