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S.P.49 In Senate, January 18, 2001

An Act to Clarify Insurance Coverage for Victims of Domestic Violence.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 24-A MRSA §2159-B, as corrected by RR 1997, c. 2,

§50, is amended to read:

§2159-B. Discrimination against victims of domestic abuse
prohibited

An  insurer, nonprofit hospital and medical service
organization or health maintenance organization that issues life,
health or disability coverage may not deny, cancel, refuse to
renew or restrict coverage of any person or require the payment
of additional charges based solely on the fact or perception that
the person is, or may become, the victim of domestic abuse, under
Title 19-A, section 4002. This--section --does --not--prehibit
appiying--an -underwriting - or--rating--eriterion-+to-—a-vietim -of
demestie--abuse --based - on--physicai--or--mental - history -o¥--other
faetors--of - general--applicability--regardless--0of -the--underlying
eause--and--in - accordance--with - the--reguirements -of-section 215609,
subseetiens-I--and-2+ An insurer, nonprofit hospital and medical
service organization or health maintenance organization may not
be held criminally or civilly liable for any cause of action that
may result from compliance with this section. This section does
not prohibit an insurer from declining to issue coverage to an
applicant known to be, or to have been, an abuser of the proposed
insured.

SUMMARY

This bill removes the provision that allows insurers to
apply an underwriting to rating criterion to a victim of domestic
abuse based on a physical or mental history or other factors of
general applicability regardless of the underlying cause.
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