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120th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2001

Legislative Document No. 188

H.P. 177 House of Representatives, January 18, 2001

Resolve, to Reduce the Administrative Burden in Home Health Care
Reimbursed through the Medicaid Program.

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.
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MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND, Clerk

Presented by Representative FULLER of Manchester.

Cosponsored by Senator KNEELAND of Aroostook and

Representatives: BROOKS of Winterport, COLWELL of Gardiner, LAVERRIERE-
BOUCHER of Biddeford, LOVETT of Scarborough, Senators: GAGNON of Kennebec,
MITCHELL of Penobscot.
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Sec. 1. Rules regarding home health care. Resolved: That the
Department of Human Services shall amend the rules regarding the
principles of reimbursement for the home health care services
under the Medicaid program. The rules must address the following:

1. A system of periodic interpretive guidance letters to
inform providers regarding reimbursement policies and procedures;

2. A system to provide timely responses to inquiries
regarding the rules of reimbursement; and

3. A process for appeals of payment claims. The process
must provide for payment to the provider if a patient is found to
be eligible and the claim is otherwise appropriate.

The rules must require the department to estimate the
administrative cost to providers of each rule change proposed by
the department; and be it further

Sec. 2. Report. Resolved: That by January 15, 2002 the
Department of Human Services, Bureau of Elder and Adult Services
shall report to the joint standing committee having jurisdiction
over health and human services matters regarding implementation
of a prospective payment system for Medicaid home health care
benefits, based on the Medicare system; and be it further

Sec. 3. Data publication. Resolved: That the Department of Human
Services, Bureau of Elder and Adult Services shall annually
publish data on home health care provided under the Medicaid
program. The data must include information on the number of
persons provided benefits, the types and volume of services, the
geographic distribution of services, the number of persons
determined to be qualified and awaiting services, the number of
persons determined to be ineligible and the reasons for
ineligibility, the cost of preauthorization for services and the
total of expemnditures.

SUMMARY

This resolve requires action by the Department of Human
Services with regard to the home health care benefit provided
under the Medicaid program. It requires interpretive guidance
letters, an appeals process for payments and an estimate of
administrative costs to providers. It requires a report on a
home health care prospective payment system in Medicaid. It
requires an annual report of data with regard to home health care
benefits.
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