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L.D. 172 

DATE:5-3/-0/ (Filing No. H-"tLJ) 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

120TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A, to H.P. 161, L.D. 172, 
Ensure Comprehensive and Accurate Medical Eligibility 

"Resolve, to 
Assessments" 

Amend the resolve by striking out everything after the title 
and before the summary and inserting in its place the following: 

'Sec. 1. Rule amendment regarding medical eligibility assessments 
under Medicaid program for long-term care. Resolved: That for all 
contracts for preadmission screening negotiated, entered into or 
renewed on or after January 1, 2002, the Department of Human 
Services shall amend the rules regarding medical eligibility 
assessments under the Medicaid program and state long-term care 
programs to ensure that the assessments are comprehensive and 
accurate. The rules must provide that in the process of 
completing an assessment a nurse assessor is required to use 
professional nursing judgment. An assessor shall, as appropriate 
within the exercise of professional judgment, consider 
documentation, perform observations and conduct interviews with 
the long-term care consumer, family members, direct care staff, 
the consumer's physician and other individuals. The rules must 
require the nurse assessor to document in the record of the 
assessment all information considered relevant in the 
professional judgment of the assessor. Rules adopted pursuant to 
this section are major substantive rules as defined in the Maine 
Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A.' 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ff. to H.P. 161, L.D. 172 

SUMMARY 

This amendment replaces the language of the resolve. It 
strikes the emergency language. It clarifies the language 
requiring the exercise of professional judgment by nurse 
assessors performing medical eligibility determination 
assessments for long-term care. 
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