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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE
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Legislative Document No. 2648
S.P. 1058 In Senate, March 23, 2000

An Act to Enter Into the International Emergency Management
Assistance Compact.

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator DAGGETT of Kennebec. (GOVERNOR’S BILL).
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, the New England governors and eastern Canadian
premiers have resolved to enter into a mutual assistance compact:
and

Whereas, representatives of the emergency management
agencies of the various states and provinces met and crafted
language appropriate to facilitate responding to emergencies by
organizations from the New England states and eastern Canadian
provinces; and

Whereas, the Attorney General of the State of Maine has
reviewed the International Emergency Management Assistance
Compact and determined that legislative endorsement and
congressional approval are legally necessary for implementation
of the proposed compact, but the agreement is otherwise legally
sufficient; and

Whereas, New Hampshire has enacted the compact and Nova
Scotia has authorized its adoption; and

Whereas, an emergency may develop immediately and the most
appropriate response that may be available would be from the
eastern Canadian provinces; and

Whereas, the compact allows for swift response when reacting
to threats to the safety, care and welfare of the public in time
of disaster; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 37-B MRSA c.16-A is enacted to read:
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1 F i ibili
. . ms . s an
£ i jurisdictional ion i rforman
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% .

concerning any potential emergency:

C. Devel interjurigdictional r re to fill any
identified gaps_ and to r v identified
inconsistencies or overlaps in existing or developed plans;
D, Assist in warning communities adjacent to or crossing
jurisdicti ies:

E. P n nin r ivery of services
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of the verbal request, Requests must provide the following
information:
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h mergen for of that party Jjurisdiction and to
representatives of deceased members of those forces if the
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1 r n i i ration of an
equipmen n rovigion n rvi j weri r
for ai for th i £r in n i wi h
requests. An aiding party jurisdiction may assume in whole or in
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such equipment or donate such services to the receiving party
jurisdiction without charge or cost. Any 2 or more party
jurisdiction may enter into supplementary agreements
establishing a different allocation of costs among those party
jurisdictions. Expenses under section 942 are not reimbursable

nder thi

44 E jon - Articl

Each party jurisdiction_ shall prepare and maintain plans to
facilitate the movement and reception of evacuees into or across
its territory. After the termination of the emergency or

i T jurisdiction fr whi
shal r nsibili for h ltim r of
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with w_ from_ thi he wi W n k
£ i mier £ h
with win jurisdiction h i not.j in writing of
wi rawal v T remier £ r rt
risdiction T ion n reli he with win r
risdicti . . . n rior

£ Dul i ie £ hi
compact in the French and English Jlanguages and of such
u r nmen m i m im

of their approval, hbe deposited with each of the party
jurisdicti with ropri £ r horiti

Thi h r i nstr f h b
in section 935, If any provision of this compact is declared
unconstitutional or the applicability of the compact to any
person or circumstances is held invalid, the constitutionality of
. . . P A h

h lidi £ th rrangem n m nsen
in this compact is not affected by any insubstantial difference
in form_ or language as _adapted by the various states and
provinces.

Sec. 2. Legislative intent. This Act is the enactment of the
International Emergency Management Assistance Compact. The text
and numbering of the compact have been changed to conform to
Maine statutory conventions. The changes are technical in nature
and it 1is the intent of the Legislature that this Act be
interpreted as substantively the same as the original compact.

Emergency clause. 1In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill adopts the International Emergency Management
Assistance Compact. This compact provides a framework for mutual
assistance between the New England states and the eastern
provinces of Canada that adopt the compact in managing
emergencies or disasters.
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