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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA §704, as amended by PL 1999, c. 473, Pt. C,
§1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

704 Entr igh 1

It is wunlawful to construct or maintain any driveway,
entran r T h_within ight-of-w n by

tate aid highw h 1j utsi £f th m r n

urban m municipali fi i ion 754, witho a
ermi rom_th rtment, or if within the compact

area, wi;hgn; a written pgrmi; from the proper municipal
officials., right-of-w i nsidered the full width of the
right-of- ng as laid out bz th g State, the countv or the
munici h rtmen ir nd muni ies are
rized mak h 1 nd r ion e ign

1 ion, =n r nd nstr ion f rivew ran nd
hes h highw will r an

prom QLQ the §§§g§y, health and welfare of the traveling Dubllc,

mai in T ff1 flow n ighwa i ~-of-w rain and
nser i ighw i m m re

n iv im f on the operation of ;hg hlghwgy
consistent with its functional classification.

A rmit is n regquired for any existing drivew entranc
or approach unless it rade or location i hange r unles
use being served by the driveway. entrance or approach is
han . Th rtmen an th municipalities hall deny
ingr t nd r by r i highw where
access rights are being or have been purchased by the department,.

Except as provided in rules adopted by the department, no

r n one drivew ntran T r h on highwa
outside a designated urban compact area is permlgggd per lot of
r r in i n n 1 1 2000 nd havin highw
frontage.
A violation of any of the provisions of thisg section or the
rules made pursuant to this section is punishable by a fine of

not more than $100 per day per violation,

R y_th rtmen rs i i r
routine technical rules s fin in_Ti ha r 375

subchapter II-a.

Sec. 2. Smart growth assistance to municipalities. The Department

of Transportation, Bureau of Planning shall work cooperatively
with
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the State Planning Office and regional councils to provide
training, technical assistance and information to municipalities
on road planning, road maintenance, sidewalks and neighborhocd
involvement to assist municipalities in addressing "smart growth"
by preserving traditional downtowns, walkable communities and
compact neighborhoods.

Sec. 3. Strategic planning; transit. @ The Department of
Transportation shall begin a strategic planning process to
address challenges such as administrative streamlining of transit
funding; marketing and redesign of transit to appeal to a wider
range of customers; innovative financing of transit projects:
connectivity to airports and rail; and other issues. The
department shall present a status report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
transportation matters during the First Regular Session of the
120th Legislature. The Department of Transportation may pursue
federal funds to assist with this planning process.

Sec. 4. Funding for transit projects. The Department of
Transportation shall work with the Department of Human Services
and the Department of Environmental Protection to identify
funding sources for innovative transit and transportation
projects that address sprawl and air quality issues. The
departments may pursue federal grants or funds to assist with
these projects.

Sec. 5. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01
TRANSPORTATION, DEPARTMENT OF
Transportation Services
All Other $500,000

Provides for the
appropriation of funds for
alternative transportation.

SUMMARY

This bill implements the recommendations of the Task Force
on State Office Building Location, Other State Growth-related
Capital Investments and Patterns of Development that relate to
transportation policy. The bill expands the purposes of the
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access management law and clarifies that the Department of
Transportation is directed and municipalities are authorized to
make rules that establish priorities that ensure avoidance,
minimization and mitigation of the negative impacts of access on
highway operations consistent with functional classifications.
It further clarifies that no permit 1is needed for existing
driveways uniess grade or location or the use served by the
ériveway are changed and that the department and municipalities
shall deny access where access rights have been purchased by the
department. Until rules become effective, the bill 1limits 1lots
of record in existence on July 1, 2000 and having state highway
frontage to one driveway, entrance or approach onto that state
highway. The fine for violation of this law is increased from
$100 in total to $100 per day per violation.

The bill requires the Department of Transportation to work
cooperatively with the State Planning Office and regional
councils to provide training, technical assistance and
information to municipalities on road planning, road maintenance,
sidewalks and neighborhood involvement. The bill also requires
the department to begin a strategic planning process to address
challenges such as administrative streamlining of transit
funding; marketing and redesign of transit to appeal to a wider
range of customers; innovative financing of transit projects:

connectivity to airports and rail; and other issues. The
department shall present a status report to the Legislature on
the strategic planning process. The bill also requires the

department to work with the Department of Human Services and the
Department of Environmental Protection to identify funding
sources for innovative transit and transportation projects that
address sprawl and air quality issues.

The bill appropriates $500,000 to the Department of
Transportation, Bureau of Transportation Services to return the
level of General Fund support for alternative transportation to
1980's levels, adjusted for inflation according to the Consumer
Price Index.
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