MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2000

Legislative Document No. 2594

ILB.5 House of Representatives, February 29, 2000

An Act Regarding Forest Practices.

Transmitted to the Clerk of the 119th Maine Legislature by the Secretary of State on

February 28, 2000 and ordered printed.
éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk

Printed on recycled paper



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §8869, sub-§§13 to 15 are enacted to read:

R i In rdan wi h

rnor's Mai n For M ment r r

f v in f
h ies_gr m n X d 1 u ng 1 ls for
any rolling 10-year average, This means that the _yearly
allowable cut levels may not be greater than v nual

YOW rin 1 r Thi ion i n
landowners wh r nroll nder th i T rowth x Law.

will result from the clear-cut or the c¢lear-cutting activities.
Thexe must be public notice of any permit application and a

n
opportunity to appeal any decision by the Maine Forest Sexrvice on
permitting,

15. les. A Maine Council on Sustainable Forest
Management appointed by the Governor shall lish rul which
are major su ntive rules rsuan Titl h r 375
subchapter II-A, implementing subsections 13 and 14 through the
public hearing process. In addition to the Director of the Maine
Forest Service and the director of Baxter Park's scientific
for man ni h ncil nsi f on
representative from each of the following categories;:

Ind nt 1 r:

B. Professional forester:
For logi

D. T ion bi i

11 1 m e i with n ui rr
scientific research. Rules must be established no later than 6
mon T i hi i
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SUMMARY

This initiated bill sets limits on timber harvesting on land
subject to the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law and requires that a
landowner obtain a permit from the Maine Forest Service prior to
undertaking harvesting activities that will result in a
clear-cut. Total cutting activities and cutting activities for
each species group may not exceed sustainable cutting levels for
any rolling l0-year average. The yearly allowable cut levels may
not be greater than the average annual growth during the past 10
years. Prior to issuing a permit for a clear-cut, the Maine
Forest Service must determine that the clear-cut is
silviculturally justified, that there are no reasonable
alternatives to the proposed clear-cut and that no undue adverse
ecological damage will result from the clear-cut or the
clear-cutting activities.
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