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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2000

Legislative Document No. 2585

S.P. 1017 In Senate, February 25, 2000

An Act to Provide Education Benefits For Maine National Guard
Members.

~ (AFTER DEADLINE)
(EMERGENCY)

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule

205.
Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator RUHLIN of Penobscot.

Cosponsored by Speaker ROWE of Portland and

Senators: AMERO of Cumberland, MICHAUD of Penobscot, Representatives: BERRY of
Livermore, CAMPBELL of Holden, FISHER of Brewer, KNEELAND of Easton, O’'BRIEN
of Augusta, THOMPSON of Naples.
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, the Maine National Guard is a valuable resource for
the State of Maine; and

Whereas, those in service to Maine deserve to be recognized
and rewarded for their service; and

Whereas, it is imperative that this legislation take effect
in time to allow members of the Maine National Guard to attend
classes in the summer; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 37-B MRSA §387 is enacted to read:

7 - . .
1 initi in hi i nl h
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have _the

following meanings.

A, "Course'" means a class taught over a gemester,
rim r rter or m
. " ram" T r
min i ifi r ipl r rtifi

C. "Maine National Guard member" or "member" means a member

n ar
D " r n _insti " __mean h
University of Maine System, the Maine Maritime Academy. the
Mai ical 1 m r
ver m 1 instr n i n
this State.
"Tuition" mean he 1 m r m rter
r rm 1 m- r n
r ical i in h 1 £
postsecondary education _institution, including mandatory
f 1 f xcludi 11 her expen
k room an r
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n fr ni inin i or who, without
ri fai m h ntir

ini rer isi 1li £ ition waiver
n ion 2 h ine Nation member m :
A. H s full mplete i rainin r received a
. .,
£ r n Maine National

in wri n i with th
Nat i ve i . . N
for > n T n n £ rm_for which
tuition grant is granted.
4 ion £ nefi Th iti ran enefi
n hi ion
A. Accumulation of 150 credit hours, or the egquivalent, of
tuition grant assistance by the Maine National Guard member;
B n i r rtici ion Maine Nation Guar
member in the Maine National Guard as certified to the state
postsecondary education institution by the Adjutant General;
or
Failur Mai i 1 m maintain
m n h r n
i ion men ition waiver nefi is
r n hi bsection
ne N nal r X h he Main
N n r n f n
v for h r rin h in r
ri r r b rm :
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h m m r __whi h member
B m n i r ici with

h Maj National m he full

ri r in m rim rter or rm

A_member m eal the r iremen make r i ion rsuan

to _appeal with the Adjutant General within 30 days of notige that
the member is ljiable for restjitution, During the pendency of the
appeal, the requirement of restitution is postponed. If the
Adj n ral rmines tha he member, i fac m the

requirements for restitution as described in paragraph A, B or C

and that there were not sufficient extenuating circumstances to
bid h il m i oril h

- iti A mem M National
r wh ndin ndar ion
institution qualifies for in-state tuition rates,

Sec. 2. Application. This Act applies to school semesters,
trimesters, quarters or terms beginning on or after the effective
date of this Act.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.
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SUMMARY

This bill gives members of the Maine National Guard a full
grant of tuition at the University of Maine System, the Maine
Maritime Academy, the Maine Technical College System and any
other Maine postsecondary education institution as 1long as the
member maintains at least a 2.0 grade point average and serves in
the Maine National Guard for at least one year after the tuition
assistance is granted. The tuition grant is given by the Maine
National Guard.

This bill also qualifies a member of the Maine National
Guard attending the University of Maine System, the Maine
Maritime Academy or the Maine Technical College System for
in-state tuition rates.
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