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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2000

Legislative Document No. 2551

H.P. 1817 House of Representatives, February 7, 2000

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Committee on
Sawmill Biomass.

(AFTER DEADLINE)

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule
205.

Reference to the Committee on Taxation suggested and ordered printed.
éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative LaVERDIERE of Wilton.
Cosponsored by Senator CAREY of Kennebec and

Representatives: CROSS of Dover-Foxcroft, GOOLEY of Farmington, McGLOCKLIN of
Embden, O’NEAL of Limestone, SAVAGE of Buxton, Senators: MILLS of Somerset,
NUTTING of Androscoggin.
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Be it

enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §5219-S is enacted to read:
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chips. "Wood processing residue" does not include limbs,
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D m 1
SUMMARY

This bill implements the recommendations of the Committee on
Sawmill Biomass by c¢reating a temporary tax credit for wood
processing residue facilities. Nearly all sawmills and wood
product manufacturers produce bark, sawdust, shavings, chips and
other wood residues in excess of their capacity for on-site
consumption. At present most such residues are transported to
biomass plants to generate electricity pursuant to state and
federal energy policies implemented in the 1980s.

The tax credit in this bill is designed as a temporary
measure to aid sawmills and wood product producers while they
encounter losses in revenue from existing disposal methods and
while alternative systems are sought out and developed, for
example, through producers of mulch, compost material,
wood-derived fuel or composite building products. A significant
goal of the credit is to avoid landfilling or burning of wood
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residues as unproductive waste in degradation to the State's
environment.
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