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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2000

Legislative Document No. 2506

H.P. 1785 House of Representatives, January 21, 2000

An Act to Establish the Applied Technology Center System.

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule
203.

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and
ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative TESSIER of Fairfield.

Under suspension of the rules, cosponsored by Senator DAGGETT of Kennebec and
Representatives: BAGLEY of Machias, CIANCHETTE of South Portland, CLOUGH of
Scarborough, COLWELL of Gardiner, COWGER of Hallowell, DUGAY of Cherryfield,
FRECHETTE of Biddeford, GAGNON of Waterville, GOODWIN of Pembroke,
KNEELAND of Easton, MADORE of Augusta, MAILHOT of Lewiston, MARTIN of Eagle
Lake, MATTHEWS of Winslow, MURPHY of Kennebunk, MUSE of South Portland,
O’NEAL of Limestone, O’NEIL of Saco, RICHARDSON of Brunswick, ROSEN of
Bucksport, Speaker ROWE of Portland, SAXL of Bangor, SAXL of Portland, SHOREY of
Calais, STANWOOD of Southwest Harbor, Senators: AMERO of Cumberland, KONTOS of
Cumberland, President LAWRENCE of York, MILLS of Somerset, MITCHELL of
Penobscot, PINGREE of Knox.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

33-E. Applied

T

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-G, sub-§33-E is enacted to read:

Not 5 _MRSA
nol Technology Authorized §15310
an;gr
System
Coordinating
Board

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §15310 is enacted to read:

following:

A. The r ntion of succ ful rt- in in _th

D nov n z f v n i real
estate: and
E. h ration of w r f reven 1 l an
state tax bases.
2. Administration Th followi rovisions vern he
administration h m
A. The system is administered by a director who is
appointed by the Board of Directors of the Maine Technology
Institu n er a h by £ r Th
i of th ir r of th m_incl n
limi he £
1 Assistin in the recruitmen f n for the
system:
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2 Providing marketin ervic for th m: _an

Providin in rainin f n £ he
includin f wing:
a Developin i lan: an
(b) Providing information and assistance
regarding legal issves and financing.
Th f E mi mmuni Developmen
shall establish an Applied Technology Center System
i i i i rti in
r m T i
Technol r m rdinatin r nsi a

1 h ission £ i mmuni
Developmen r th mmissi r' i :
(2) The director of the system;
A __repr n iv rom h i ¢hnol

4 A_ repr n ive from h niversi f Main
m h h h llor niversi

(5) A representative of the Maine Technical College
m h n he Presiden f the Main hnical

College System;

(6) A representative of a nonprofit organization that
is funded by the State and promotes the State to

1 An rn ho h mmissi f
Economi nd Communi D lopment: an

A financi xper h n h issioner of
nomi n mmuni Developmen

Each lied technol center i rn i own

rd o ir r Each b £ dir T hall ablish
ndar for th 1 ion of nants.

D The Department of FEconomi n mmuni Developmen

shall determine where the applied technology centers are to
be ocated. The Center for Environmental Enterprise in
South Portland, the Thomas M. Teague Biotechnology Park in
Fairfi h Lorin Bi nol r in

I 5 [
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A'4

im n r xem rom rmination mad nder thi
aragraph

A i 1 h llowi rovision
rn 1i chnol nters.

A. An applied technology center may be incorporated as a
rofi r izat]i n j rgani ion
incorporate for-profi rganization or by f a
for-profit organization. The following provisions govern a
for-profit applied technology center,

1 rvi vai i hnol

h B f Directors £ h Main Technol

referr h s m hnol -b a r
organization or economic development organization and
system-recruited and self-referred start-up companies.

h i hnol n h rovi hared
low- 1 nan i
self-sufficient with regard to operational costs _and
structural maintenance. Existing real estate must be
ider W i 1 ifi i
il each nan

i hnol nter shall in or m hav in a
% of th nding from non r T r

may include in-kind donations, federal grants, federal funding,
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Applied Technology Center System Coordinating Board shall
determine whether the matching funds meet this requirement. The
Center for Environmental Enterprise in South Portland, the Thomas
M T Biotechnol Par] . Fairfield 1t Lori

Bigotechnology Incubator in Limestone must meet this reguirement
in order cei fundin n hi ion.
i i wi i insti i An 1j
hn nter 11 lish T ionghip with le
ne a mic insti ion in thi .___The A i Technol
nter m rdinati rd sh lish i in r
such relationshi nd rmine wheth n i hnol
r m i n £ i ion.

Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,
DEPARTMENT OF

Administration - Economic and
Community Development

Positions - Legislative Count (1.000)
Personal Services $73,400

Provides for the appropriation of funds
through the Maine Technology Institute, for
one Applied Technology Center System
Director position.

Administration - Economic and
Community Development

All Other $450,000

Provides for the appropriation of funds %
through the Maine Technology Institute, for

the Center for Environmental Enterprise in

South Portland. This funding may be

provided only if that applied technology

center raises or has raised at least 25% of

the cost of the project from nonstate

sources.

Administration - Economic and
Community Development
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All Other

Provides for the appropriation of funds, to
come through the Maine Technology Institute,
for the Thomas M. Teague Biotechnology Park
in Fairfield. This funding may be provided
only if the center raises or has raised at
least 25% of the costs of the project from
nonstate sources.

Administration - Economic and
Community Development

All Other

Provides for the appropriation of funds
through the Maine Technology Institute, for
the Loring Biotechnology Incubator in
Limestone. This funding may be provided
only if that applied technology center
raises or has raised at least 25% of the
cost of the project from nonstate sources.

Administration - Economic and
Community Development

All Other

Provides for the appropriation of funds
through the Maine Technology Institute for
managerial expenses for the Applied
Technology Center System.

Applied Technology Center System
Development

All Other

Provides for the appropriation of funds
through the Maine Technology Institute for
new applied technology centers. Applicants
for this funding must raise 25% of the cost
of the project from nonstate sources. These
funds do not lapse and must be carried
forward.

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
TOTAL
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$950,000

$550,000

$420,000

$4,000,000

$6,443,400



10

12

14

SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Applied Technology Center System.
The system is an integral component of the State's efforts to
foster new technology-based businesses in fields such as
biotechnology, agquaculture and marine technology, composite
materials technology, environmental technology, advanced
technologies for forestry and agriculture, information technology
and precision manufacturing technology. The system consists of a
network of self-managed, state-coordinated centers strategically
placed throughout the State and administered under the auspices
of the Maine Technology Institute. Each applied technology
center provides to selected tenants shared, low-cost space and
business support in order to encourage the establishment and
growth of technology-based businesses.
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