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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5§ MRSA §12004-F, sub-§18 is enacted to read:

18. Business Expenses 20-A MRSA
Information Technology Only 1252
Board

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA c. 428-A is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 428-A
L NF ROGRAM
12521 initi
in hi T n h X herwi

indi s he followin rms hav he following meanin

1. BIT program. "BIT program'" means the Business
Information Technology program.

2. r "Board" mean h Business Information
Technol Boar lish in i 1252

3. College §tn§§nt. "College student" means a student who

is attending an institution of higher education on a full-time

MMMWe program at the
time of lic or BIT T rtici ion

4. Duly enrolled. "Duly enrolled"” means that a college

student or postgraduate degree student has begun attending
classes,

5. 1 i i hi r i "Insti ion of higher
e ion" mean ndary insti ion of higher e tion

located within this State,

6 T " iy ree
st ot" mean nt who h T Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science degree or its equivalent and is pursuing a

rogr £ in information hnol

7 I i "R ice" m mpl nt in a

lic or private s r information technol ition in thi
roved th r
2 i i ' o
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The Business Information Techneology program is established
to provide financial assistance to associate degree students,
achelor' by n n r r uden
pursuing careers in information technology-related fields in this

State.

12523. Busin Information T 1 r lish

Th iness Information Technol Boar i lished,

The board shall administer the BIT program. The board consists
of the following 5 members:

1. University of Maine System, One member representing the
University of Maine System, appointed by the Chancellor of the
University of Maine System:

2. Maine Techpical College System., One member representing
the Maine Technical College System, appointed by the President of
the Maine Technical College System:

3. in ftwar r member repr ntin
com r ftware ler in h inted th
Presi £ n

4 Pri 1 ne member repr ntin h riv

colleges in the State, appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives; and

5. Public member. One member of the public, appointed by
the Governor,

Members serve for terms of 3 years and may be reappointed,
§12524, BIT program loan recipients

Each year college students and postgraduate degree students
pursuing degrees in information technology who show evidence of
mi hiev nt m nsider ition BIT
program loan recipients. Applications must be submitted to the
oar a time and in form o) d rmin h rd.

h r hall nnoun h n h individuals
1 BIT progr recipien

Th r hall ish r h 1 ion of fun
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Loans of up to L_QLQQQ_nga_c_ad_e__s_mr may be made to

n n Loan re for
n mi r an re mati ll renew if the recipien
maintai . . . oy h

board.

§12526. Eligibility requirements

A BIT progr loan m iven onl 11 nt or
radu r s e wh ten n i i ion higher
i n full-tim i in information h
co §g §§uﬂy, who hgs been ggggnlzgg as a BIT program_ loan
reci n who h r i ri ished
rul f h r

12527. P rovision

Th rd hall mak men £ n ir 1 the
insti ion £ high ion f redi h nt'

n hall mak within wi vidence
that the college student or postgraduate dJegree student has
becom 1 nrolled he insti ion higher ion.

I ipi wi W j i ion of

hi X i i i ref ition, f r
h h insti ion

directly to the board from that refund a sum that represents the

portion of the loan paid to the student for the portion of the
academic r that th tudent did n mpl

§12528. Repayment and return service provisions

Each graduating college student Q postgraduate degree

ude who r iv loan m ncel 1 unt of th
loan mpletin n r r n rvi rov h
board for each ygg the 1nQ1v1Qg§ ggglvgd a loan Return

rv1 rmed within r n _from th
in tion £ h1 her ion. An in i 1 receivin
forq1vegg§§ for a postgraduate degree loan may not receive
forgiveness for any undergraduate BIT program loan simultaneously.

If th r ran defermen rsuan ion
th im ri for rforman f return Lvi m n
for th ri h rm . Fai 1fi1
return rvice tion n i r o th r as

lculation h in h 1 n £
the loan and inter at the rate tablish rul f the
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2. Tlmﬁffgr re2azmg.L~____g__gLg__dghs_muig~bg,_§2é_*__g

th rd within r r ion from th itution of
higher ion rdin h 11 h he
ard. Due @4 for r men re th nd m
xten £ h ri f an ferm ran he boar
£ A n_recipi m men f th
a s £ ri r ri ish rul £f th
rd, A «r r ferment m m h r which
shall make a rmination on -by- is. Th rd
ma ran ferment if recipien £ loan eviden i n
to work in the information nol in x inabili
secur he employm n by o_obtain forgiven f the loan
a he im h ferm i ht. Th 1 uir
certification of the inten nnuall nd_ shall gr one-year
deferment. for h ful r for fermen A recipien
m n receive mor han ne- r defermen Th isi £
h rd is final

12529. Defaul

A 1 s nt r r r uden wh
receives a loan and who fails to maintain the minimum gr agg point
gyg age specified by the board or who fails to graduate from an
information gggngg ogy degr gg program at an institution Qf higher

_guggglgn is in default. he student shall make repayment to the
boar £ 11 WS

i. lculation. T incl h 1 ount of
the loan and interest at the rate established by rule of the
boar 1 he n if n h h n_r id he
student,

_L_,I;mg_i9L_;gpgzmg_LL__~41~LQLa_~QQQL_~u§LAbe repaid to

the within 10 rs £ faul rdin ch le

Qﬁﬁﬂﬂd&hﬂi_bx_j;ggboa,d. Due dates for repayments are set by

the hoard and may be extended for the period of any deferment
granted by the board.

12 . Nonl i lving £
The Business Information Technology program fund, referred
in thi i "fu " i r nonl in
inter -earni revolving fun r h r £
this chapter. Any unexpended balance in the fund carries over
for contin nder thi hapter h rd may receiv
inv X f of nd _m i ran
b 1 including loan in ur n h r
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allocated by the State. Loan repayments under this chapter and
other repayments to the board must be invested by the board as
rovi law, wi T i m £ .

Money received by the board on behalf of the fund, except

inter incom m used for th r f this ch o

interest income may be used for the purposes of this chapter or

o) nt loan inistrati c incurr h rd
rmin ri h rd,

Th r hall ad rul implemen hi ha r.

Rules adopted by the hoard pursuant to this chapter are major

substantive rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter
II-2.

SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Business Information Technology
program, the "BIT program," to provide financial assistance and
incentives to postsecondary students in information technology
education programs. The BIT program provides loans to
information technology students, which may be repaid by one year
of service in a Maine information technology business for each
year a person receives a BIT loan. The BIT program is
administered by the Business Information Technology Board.
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