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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §7950 is enacted to read:
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Sec. 2. Study. The Joint Standing Committee on Health and
Human Services, in conjunction with the Department of Health and
Human Services and with the assistance of an outside independent
consultant, shall study and review the financial stability,
fiscal management and all other management practices of long-term
care providers, in relation to their impact wupon the payment
methodology and payment rates for providers. The committee and
the department shall submit a joint report of their findings,
including any necessary recommended legislation, by December 31,
2000 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over health and human services matters. That joint
standing committee may report out legislation to the First
Regular Session of the 120th Legislature based on the report.

SUMMARY

This bill requires that, before any changes are made to the
principles of reimbursement for a long-term care provider, there
must be in place in each facility mechanisms to promote internal
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quality improvements, consumer councils and a system to measure
and evaluate consumer satisfaction. The bill also requires an

independent review of the financial stability, fiscal management
and other management practices of long-term care providers.
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