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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 8 MRSA §221, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 23, §2, is
repealed.

Sec. 2. 8 MRSA §221-A is enacted to read:

221-A Definition

A i hi ch r n he ntex herwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

1 mmission " missioner" m h mmissioner of
Publi £ r ign

2 D 'y "D rtment" mean he D rtmen f Public
Safety.

. Displ "Display' mean n entertainment feature wher

h 1i r rivat roup i dmi r permi view
th i r i r f firework r i £f .
"Di " i 1 i £ i

4 Fi "Firew "m nys

c rticl hat w r r r h rpose of
r in visibl r ible £f b mbustion
xplosion flagration or d nation includin blank

rtridge r nnons in which explosives are used
£ lloon th requires fir ndern h r 1 i
£i ker r k k man ndl mb
rockets, wheels, colored fires, fountains, mines, serpents
n her firework £ lik r ion:

D. Fireworks containing any explosive or flammable
c nd; or

E Tabl r her vi containin xplosive
n r 1 m nd.

The term "fireworks" es n incl

guns or other devices in which paper caps or plastic caps
containing 25/100 grains or less of explosive compound are used
if they are constructed so that the hand c¢an not come in contact
with the cap when in place for the explosion, toy pistol paper
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s r 1 i h ntain 1 han 20/ rain £

xpl mixtur rkler h magnesi
chlorates or perchlorates.
Fir rk ici "Fireworks hnician" mean
rson licen r n ion 231 wh xamination
rien n ini h m h ir kill an
m n in n isch f firew n
di r ial f i fir rk hnician
the person who is responsible for safety, in n
in h i r ial i
Fir o ici i . "Firework nician
istant" mean rson licen n ion 232 wh
w nder r ion h irework ian in
r e lay.
7 P 1 "Permit" mean h ntran r rmission
rante h mmissioner r n ion 227-A 1
displ T ial effe ispl
8. Person. "Person" mgags gnx individual, combination of
individuals, gssgg iation, municipality, amugsement park or other
1 X ntity.
3 ”" " m i l r
knowin ion of wh h r know 1
fireworks.
10. r sell. "Sale" r "sell"” mean n ran r_or
livery of firewor rson £ i ion.

roxim ience.,

Sec. 3. 8 MRSA §222, as amended by PL 1995, c. 528, §1, is
further amended to read:

§222. Possession of fireworks
A person may not possess or have under that person's control

fireworks, except if that person is issued a permit pursuant to
section 237 227-A.
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Sec. 4. 8 MRSA §227, as amended by PL 1991, c. 464, §2, is
repealed.

Sec. 5. 8 MRSA §§227-A and 227-B are enacted to read:

227-A. R ir n for inin rmi
1 Appli ion An rson irin hold ispl r
£ i 1 1 i writi h
commissioner for a permit at least 10 days in advance of the
proposed display.

2 F. 1i ion m mi n form
furnished by the department. An i ion r rmit m
include:

A, A certificate of public 1Jiability insurance in the

r 1 injuri
rson r pr r h might r 1t from th isplay: and

3. R ion r ri Ex s provi in subsection
4 liti ivision f h includin n
limited to, a_ municipality, county, township or wvillage
rporation m n n rder rdinance rule r
regulation ncerni he i n £ rmits.

with X ion of ropri nal rovision nforms
exactly with any applicable provision of state law or that
r 1 he i n £ rmi within jurisdiction.

5., Fees. The following schedule of fees applies to permits
by ir hi ion., All £ r i h rtmen
must be used for carrying out this chapter, Aay balance of these
£ n 1 it m ri Iw ntinuin

n n I in th llowin

A. Permit: r displ r ial eff i .
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Upon receipt of a complete application, the department shall
conduct an inspection of the proposed display site to determine
the hazard posed by the display.

227-B. nial or r ion of rmi
The commissioner may refuse to issue Qr may revoke a permit
n any on r_mor f the followin rounds:
1. I 1 Th 1i ion r_an nt fi with
the application, is incomplete;
2 3 . Th i ion r_any document filed
with the application, contains a material misstatement: or
. i in: i Fail £
inspection conducted by the department pursuant to section 227-A.

Sec. 6. 8 MRSA §228, sub-§2, §B, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 23,
§2, is repealed.

Sec. 7. 8 MRSA §228, sub-§2, D, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 23,

§2, is amended to read:

D. To the sale or use of blank cartridges £er--a-duly
licensed--show --or--theatre--er for signal or ceremonial
purposes in athletics or sports;

Sec. 8. 8 MRSA §228, sub-§2, G and H, as enacted by PL 1985,

c. 23, §2, are amended to read:
G. In teaching the use of firearms; or

H. To the sale of shells for firearms, cartridges,
gunpowder and explosives for the purpose of any legal use of
firearmss-e¥r.

Sec. 9. 8 MRSA §228, sub-§2, I, as enacted by PL 1985, c¢. 23,
§2, is repealed.

Sec. 10. 8 MRSA §229, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1995, c. 528,

§2, is further amended to read:

1. Criminal pemnalties. A person who violates section 222,
if the value of the fireworks possessed exceeds $100, or section

224 or 225 commits a Class E crime. A person who violates
section 227 227-A by failing to obtain a permit for display
commits a Class D crime. Any person who violates section 227

227-A by conducting the display in violation of the permit
commits a Class E crime.
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Sec.11. 8 MRSA §§231to 237 are enacted to read:

231 Fir ician's 1i ifi ion:
A rson m n a firework hnician unl h
person meets the qualifications specified in this section and
i icense. Th r :
1 B t 1 r f

ni :
) B r high hool or
h n gr high sc iv n h :
4 ri . Hav X ien n rainin firework
ici i r mperabl ition min h
department:
r B f moral char by rmined
h n h n nvi rim h i
punishable by a maximum term of imprisonment equal to or
X in n ) o maki h rmij ion moral
character, the commissioner shall consider matters recorded
within the previous 5 years, including, but not limited to, the
following:
A. Records of incidents of abuse by the applicant of family
r _h hol member rovi rsvant t Title 19-A
section 4012, subsection 1;
B. Records rovi he D rtmen f H n rvice
regarding the failure of the applicant to meet child or
family support ohligations:
cC. R r of r__mor nviction £f th licant for
D or E crimes:
D R r £ mor ivil violation h licant:
and
E R r th h licant h n in reck sn
r neqgl n n h r
E ination full mpl a written
examination administered by the department encompagsing fireworks
n h £ di : an
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7. Application. Submit an application to the department
that contains the following:

2 B

A. Full name;

B. rr :
.S uri n r:
D irth: and
E. A m rantin h mmissioner hori heck
th riminal recor £ th 1i
232 Firxr rk ici i ‘s 1i ifi ion

MMMM

unl§§§ the per sgn meets ; e gqualifications sggg ified this
n an 1i . r m
1. A B t 1 1 r £
2. T B radu £ redi high 1l or
h h hool val n
3 Appli ion. Submi n 1i ion he department

that _contains the following:

A. Full name:;

B. Full current address:

. ial ri number:
D. Date of birth: and
E The signatur £ 1i firework hnician_ who
will provide supervision whllg the assistant performs the
duti horiz b h n f the firework hnician
i nt,
§233. Fees
All licens n rmi f receiv r n t hi
chapter by the d rtment mus for rryin u
ch T, An n f the £ 1 m
carried forward as a continuing account to be expended for the

same purpose in the following fiscal years.

for fir ks ici Th for irework
technician licen is $25.
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2 i ici i he f for
firework hnician i nt license is $1
234 R Wi license
ch firework hnician n firework hnician
assi §;gnt licen §g is gglld fgr g ;grm of one year. Unless
revoked renewabl
2 Denial: nsion: r ion: gr

The commissioner may, after a hearing ggnfgrmgngg with

li 1 rovisi f th ine Administr Pr Ac
r k i i h' h
following are groun for ni ion _or rev ion of a
license:
1 Fx r i Th r i £ fr or it in
inin licen nder j r or in th rforman £
services within the scope of the license issued:
2 iction of rtain cri iction f a crim
r _which rson i
licen nviction ime for whi in ration for
one year or more may be imposed:
Viclation of ch r Oor T Any violation of thi
chapter or any rule d by the commissioner:
4, Aiding or ghg;; ng unlicensed practice. Aiding or
ttin h racti £ layin r dischargi fireworks by a
rson n licen nder hi h r n W is

resent a uly licensed; or

ne nce. Incompeten in the practice of
isplayin ischargi fireworks. A icen i nsider

A En in prof ional nduct th viden lack of
ili r fitn rform i for whi h
n i n ;_or
B n in prof ional n h viden lack of
knowle £ r i i1i a ropriate principles
or skills to carry out the practice for which that licensee
is licensed.
236. nsion mmission
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1 i ion £ th mm ion h r 1

cause to believe that a person licensed under this chapter poses,
because of gross negligence in the performance of duties

T issioner hal i n with h Mai
Adminigtrative Pr re A d r nable r iv o)
h r ran rtation an i f fireworks and
-ef i u hi
i re r in nical r r Titl h er
375, subchapter II-A.
SUMMARY

The bill amends the statutes pertaining to fireworks as
follows.

1. Definitions are added to clarify the regulation of
fireworks and special-effect pyrotechnics.

2. Application procedures are provided for obtaining a
fireworks display permit, including fees.

3. A mechanism is established for the Commissioner of
Public Safety to deny or revoke a fireworks display permit.

4. Licensing gqualifications, application procedures and
fees for persons using or discharging fireworks and for persons
assisting in the discharge of fireworks during a display are
established.

5. A mechanism 1s established for the Commissioner of
Public Safety to deny, suspend or revoke a fireworks technician
or fireworks technician assistant license.

6. The Commissioner of Public Safety is authorized to adopt

rules in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act
for the use, storage, transportation and display of fireworks.
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