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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §752-C, as amended by PL 1993, c. 176, §1, is
further amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to read:

Notwithstanding this section, an action involving sexual
u £ minor s fin in Titl 7-A ion 254
lawful sex i in Ti 7-A ion 2
m mmen n im

Sec. 2. PL 1999, c. 438, §3 is amended to read:

Sec. 3. Application. This Act applies to the following crimes
in which the victim has not attained 16 years of age at the time
of the crime:

1. Unlawful sexual contact and sexual abuse of a minor
gommitted--on--or--after - -the --effective - date -of--this--Aeks--and
r 1 when im r

2+—-Unlawful- sexual- contact -and -sexuval-abuse--of--a-miner-£oF
whieh--the -presecution--has -not-yet--been--barred-by--the--previeus
statute-of-limitations-in-force-on-the-effective-date-of-this-Agt~

Sec. 3. Application. This Act applies to civil and criminal
actions based upon sexual intercourse, as defined in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, section 556, subsection 1-B, or a
sexual act, as defined in Title 17-A, chapter 11, in which the
victim has not attained 16 years of age at the time of the crime
regardless of when the cause of action or crime occurred.

Sec. 4. Retroactivity. That section of this Act that amends
Public Law 1999, chapter 438, section 3 applies retroactively to
September 18, 1999.

SUMMARY

Public Law 1999, chapter 438 removed the statute of
limitations for the crimes of unlawful sexual contact and sexual
abuse of a minor; the Act applied prospectively to crimes
committed after the effective date of chapter 438, which was
September 18, 1999, and to crimes the prosecution of which were
already barred by previous statute of limitations.

This bill applies the removal of the statute of limitations
retroactively to any crime of unlawful sexual contact or sexual
abuse of a minor regardless of when the crime occurred. This
bill also removes the current l2-year statute of limitations for
civil actions based on the crimes of unlawful sexual contact and
sexual abuse of a minor.
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