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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA c. 428-A is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 428-A
RS FOR CRI N
AREAS PROGRAM
12521. T rs for Critical lifyi Ar Progr
established
Ther i lishe T her £ ritical n
uvalifying Ar Progr referr in thi h r the
"pr " i inanci in i men
of ion loan hers in iti r lifyin heool
h h ft hers in un r j reas
in those schools as determined pursuant to this chapter. The

ommissioner shall admini r th rogr

§12522. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
indi llowj rms_h he following meanings
1 ritical area school. "Critical ar school” means a

school that demonstrates to the commissioner that the school has:

A, A ritical hor ualifi acher in _an
underserved subject area:; and

nifican ffort to f£ill th ritical shortage.

2. Education loan. 'Education loan'" means a loan given by

a financial in 5;1§u ion a riz do business in the State to

a_ postsecon r h men £ n _undergraduate.
I

r n inuin ion by £ .

3. Eligible persom. "Eligible person"” means a teacher who
mee he r irem £ ion 1252

4. Original amount of education loans. "Original amount of
ed ion loansg" mean h 1 n £ ion loan
outstanding at the ime the eligible person is hired by the
critical g ea sc ggl or gualifying gggg §chool and any interest

h r h ife of th nl

5. lifyin rea 1. " lifying area hool" means
a_school that demonstrates to the commissioner that the school
hag:
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A, A 1 for 1ifi her T her in n
underserv bj rea: and

B. M a significant effor £ill that n .

. nderserv y a. "Underserv ubj rea'
mean ubj r r which is requir aught in
public school., for which there is a critical shortage of or need
for gualified teachers as determined by the commissioner,

§12523. Critical area school: percentage of loan repayment and
schedule

If the commissioner determines that a school is a critical
area school pursuant to section 12522, subsection 1, an eligible

3

rson hir h in th nderserve ] rea i 1igibl
to _have up to 100% of that eligible person's education loans
repaid based upon the following schedule. If the eligible person
teaches in the c¢ritical area school for the amount of time
specified in this section, the following amounts must be repaid
by the department:

1 Fi T A h n f the fir r hin
10% of the original amount of education loans is eligible for
repayment by the department:

2. Second year. At the end of the 2nd year of teaching,
30% of the original amount of education loapns is eligible for
repayment by the department:

3, Third year. At the end of the 3rd year of teaching, 30%

of the original amount of i i ligible for
T n h epartment: an
4 r r. At the end o¢f the 4th r of hin
% of the original n f ion loans i ligible for
n h rtment.
In n v m h nt_r id h rtment exceed
the original amount of education loans made to the eligible
erson.
12524. lifyin 'y h : rcen 1 r n
schedule

If the commissioner determines that a school is a gualifying
area school pursuant to section 12522, subsection 5, an eligible
person hired to teach in the underserved subject area is eligible
to _have up to 50% of that eligible person's education loansg
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r i £ wi 1 I igibl rson

teach in ualifyin r hool or th nt of ime
specified in this section, the following amounts must be repaid
by th epartment:
Fi ear At th nd of the fir r of hin
5% of the original n f education loans is eligible for
r men h rtmen
2 2 10 I A h n £ 2n r hin
15% of the original n £ ion loans i ligibl
re nt b h men
ir r A h n £ 3r r in 15%
o) he original amoun f e ion 1 i igibl for
repa nt by the rtment;: and
4. Fourth year. At the end of ; e 4th vg@r of tgachlng,
% of th iginal £ n ') ible £
r n he rtment.

In _no event may the amount repaid by the department exceed
50% of h rigin n £ ion lecan m to h

eligible person.
§12525. Eligibility

Only @a person who meets the following regquirements is
eligible to participate in the program.

1. Certified. The person must be certified by the
commissioner under chapter 501 or 502 in order to:

A, Teach in any public elementary or secondary school in the
State: or
Teach in any private school receiving basic approval

gngg section 2901.

2. ing lo The person hav n outstandin

education loan or loans.

3 ir fter rmination. Th n _must be hir to
teach in an underserved subject area after the determination of
h mmissioner th th h i riti r h r
valifyin r hool.

1252 P n rovisions
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from the fun ir b o financi insti ion for credit
an eligibl rson’ n m m within
followin vidence th h rson h mpl he number of
r £ hi ecifi in ion 1252 r 12524,
1 7 T rs for Critical ifying Ar F
Th Teacher r riti n 1ifyin Ar Fun
referred in thi h r he "fund, " i by under t
jurisdi i n of th men n in in rnin
revolving fund to garry out the purposes of this ¢ ngg Any
nexpen n he f rri r r ntin
under hi h o h rtmen m iv inve nd
expend, on behalf of the fund, money from gifts, grant§,
b gg sts, loans an Q donations adglglgg to money appropri QLQQ
11 d b Mone ive Jol rtment
b h 1f of the fund m b d for h ign d purpose.

12528. Rul

The commissioner shall adopt rules to carry out the purposes

this chapter, Rules adopted pursuant to this chapter are

]Q substantive rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375,
ﬂbgb_ap};g r I1-A.

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Act takes effect for school years
beginning on or after August 15, 2000,

SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Teachers for Critical and
Qualifying Areas Program to provide for the repayment of student
loans to teachers who are hired in schools that are faced with a
shortage of teachers in certain academic areas. Once the
Commissioner of Education makes the determination that a school
is a critical area school or gqualifying area school, a teacher
hired by that school to work in the underserved academic area is
eligible for repayment of student loans incurred for
postsecondary education. A teacher working in a critical area
school who works for 4 years in the school is eligible to have
100% of the education loans repaid; a teacher who works in a
qualifying area school for 4 years is eligible to have 50% of the
education loans repaid.

Page 4-LR3351(1)





