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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2000

Legislative Document No. 2396

H.P. 1696 House of Representatives, January 10, 2000

An Act to Create a Patent Program in Maine.

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule
203.

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and
ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative SIROIS of Caribou.

Cosponsored by Senator KONTOS of Cumberland and

Representatives: BOLDUC of Auburn, CAMPBELL of Holden, KNEELAND of Easton,
O’NEAL of Limestone, SHOREY of Calais, TRIPP of Topsham, USHER of Westbrook,
Senator: KIEFFER of Aroostook.

Printed on recycled paper



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 10 MRSA ¢. 317 is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 317
MAINE PATENT PROGRAM
1921. ine P nt Progr
The Maine Patent Pr referr i hi h er h

"program,' is _administered by the Secr g;g vy _of State. The
MF&SL&.MMM@L&M

manuf rin £ innovations in th r n ion
an assistan with the n roce £ h ni States
P n T mark ice ni inventor n
entrepren in th

1 Progr nents Th rogr m :

A. Provide at least 4 workshops each year on general topics

concernin h n r f th ni es Patent

n r mark fice:

B. Provi 4 worksh each r on opic
and sgpecific training goncerning the paten roce of the

n n r mark Off] :

cC. ndu innovation reenin £ o 1 reliminar
potential patent applications and paten rches on 25 to
50 ntial n 1i ion :
Pr re 1 2 n 13 ion r r;
E Provi licensin i nce;
Provi assi n with nt renewals: an
G. Provide other assistance concerning the patent process
o) h ni P n nd Tr mark £3i n .
2. Appli ' i An 1i
th rogram 11 h s of th n rch and inion
for n r ion if the final is man
or licen f . n i hal h r
a reasonable percentage of the royalties for any successful
innovation n hr he program,
£i Th r T £ hall hir ir or
for th rogr The dir rm professional who:
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A, I i r n rn r n nt:

B. Has experi in mmercialization h working as
an in-house patent professional for a large company Or an
academic or nonprofit technology transfer operation:

C. Has relevant experience working directly with
manufacturers:

D. Has relevant experience _ working directly with
entrepreneurial startups:

E. Has relevant experience  working directly with
in ndent inventors: ‘

F H X ien with i n ri :

G H . w.!l EJ ]- . R :

H H xperien in 1 in neral 1i hr h

worksh seminar n ntinuin ion rses.

4. Fund. Th Mai P n Fun ferr in his
chapter as the "fund," i ish r lvin nonlapsin
fun men he Main A mon from
r i by iv from lican ursu hi ha £_mu

redi h n Mon i h n rrentl

m xpen £ h rogr m i with he
Tr rer h redi f th nd m inv
as provided by law. Interest on these investments must be

credited to the fund. Money in the fund may only be expended in
accordance with allocations approved by the Legislature,

5. Rulemaking. The Secretar y of State may adopt routine,

technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A
rr h ur £ is ¢h r.

Sec. 2. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01
SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF THE
Maine Patent Program
Positions - Legislative Count (1.000)
Personal Services $50,226

Page 2-LR3336(1)



10
12
14
16

18

All Other 49,774

Provides funds for one Director position and
related operational costs, as well as funds
to conduct workshops and provide technical

assistance to help state inventors.

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
TOTAL $100,000

SUMMARY

This bill creates the Maine Patent Program to assist Maine
companies, inventors and entrepreneurs in the patent process.
The Maine Patent Program receives a percentage of royalties from
any successful innovation patented through the program, with the
money deposited in a fund to help pay the program's expenses.
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