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L.D. 2372

DATE: E'IS\ZCI)O (Filing No. S-SH7)

MARINE RESOURCES

Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
119TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A”' to S.P. 921, L.D. 2372, Bill, "An
Act to Regulate the Sea Cucumber Fishery"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the emergency clause and inserting in its place
the following:

'Sec. 1. 12 MRSA c. 623, sub-c. IV art.2 is enacted to read:

Article 2

LIMITS ON FISHING

11 a r har in n
Unless modified by rules adopted under section 6171-A, it is
lawful for rson fish for or k rom
1 o er 30th oth inclusiv
2 a ¢ r dr
1 Dx wi It is unlawf utili r fi
for or take sea cucumbers that exceeds 5 feet, 6 inches in width,
measured from_extreme outside edge to extreme outside edge.
2 nfiguration b o ra mmissioner hal
rul h ri h £ t m o fish for
r tak a _cucumber includin n limi limi ion
n r size of dr mponen ch rul r i
ni rul rsuan Titl h r 37 u I1-
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 921, L.D. 2372

13 r Man nt Fun
F ish Th e ucumber M men F

referr in thi i he "fund," i lish
dedicated, nonlapsing fund within the department, The

mmissioner m r iv n behalf of the fund m from an

for th ur ri in ion 2 All

r i in h nd m for th r £ _th
fun nexpend lanc in the fund a he en f the fi 1

ear m n 1 m arri forwar h £i 1
year to be used for the purposes of the fund “"_X____Lg_ﬂii
MELMWLMM

2. Pur s of £ The commissioner shall he £

to research and manage the State's sea cucumber fishery and to
enforce the laws related to sea cucumbers.

Sec. 2. Legislation. The joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters may
report out a bill regarding regulation of the sea cucumber
fishery to the Second Regular Session of the 120th Legislature.

Sec. 3. Rules. The Commissioner of Marine Resources shall
adopt rules in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
12, section 6812, subsection 2 no later than September 30, 2000.

Sec. 4. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from
Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01
MARINE RESOURCES, DEPARTMENT OF
Division of Administrative Services
All Other $500

Provides for the allocation of funds for the
Sea Cucumber Management Fund to research and
manage the State's sea cucumber fishery and
to enforce the laws related to sea
cucumbers.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:
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. COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 921, L.D. 2372

'FISCAL NOTE
2000-01

APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS

Other Funds $500

The bill includes an Other Special Revenue funds allocation
of $500 for fiscal year 2000-01 for the Sea Cucumber Management
Fund within the Department of Marine Resources. The amount of
dedicated revenues that will be collected for this fund can not
be determined at this time. The additional costs associated with
adopting rules can be absorbed by the Department of Marine
Resources utilizing existing budgeted resources.

This bill may increase prosecutions for Class D crimes. If
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties
are estimated to be $83.36 per day per prisoner. The number of
prosecutions that may result in a jail sentence and the resulting
costs to the county jail system are expected to be insignificant.

The additional workload, administrative costs and indigent
defense costs associated with the minimal number of new cases
filed in the court system can be absorbed within the budgeted
resources of the Judicial Department. The collection of
additional fines may also increase General Fund revenue by minor
amounts. '

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment closes the
sea cucumber fishery to harvesting from July 1lst to September
30th of each year. The amendment prohibits the use of a drag to
fish for sea cucumbers that exceeds 5 feet, 6 inches in width and
requires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to adopt rules no
later than September 30, 2000 that describe the type of drag that
may be used to fish for or take sea cucumbers.

The amendment establishes, but does not fund, the Sea
Cucumber Management Fund to be used to research and manage the
State's sea cucumber fishery and to enforce the laws related to
sea cucumbers. The amendment authorizes the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine
resources matters to report out a bill regarding regulation of
the sea cucumber fishery to the Second Regular Session of the
120th Legislature. The amendment adds an allocation section and
a fiscal note to the bill,
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