MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2000

Legislative Document No. 2362
S.P.910 In Senate, January 12, 2000

An Act to Establish State Death Benefits for State Police Officers Killed
in the Line of Duty.

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule
203.
Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator AMERO of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Senators: DAGGETT of Kennebec, DAVIS of Piscataquis, MITCHELL of
Penobscot, MURRAY of Penobscot, NUTTING of Androscoggin, Representatives: CARR of
Lincoln, LINDAHL of Northport, MARTIN of Eagle Lake, McALEVEY of Waterboro.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 25 MRSA §1596 is enacted to read:

nefi

1. : ipien n in whi h hi £
the S Police d rmin nder rul i ursuan hi
section that a state police officer, referred to in this section
as "officer," has died as the direct and proximate result of a
personal injury sustained in the line of duty., the State shall

pay a benefit of $50,.000 as follows:

A, I here i rvivin hil i h

surviving spouse of such officer;

B. If there are a rvivin hil r ildren

surviving spouse, 1/2 to the surviving child or children of

the officer in equal shares and 1/2 to the surviving spouse:
If r i n rvivin h hild

children of the officer in equal shares: or

D. f re is n rvivin hil fficer
h n £ i in
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n n h hief f th
a Poli a rmine n win fn an riorxr final
ion th h h of an officer i ne with r which
a benefit will probably be paid, the c¢hief shall notify the
Tr rer £ _thi rmipation n he Treasurer
m mak n i im i in
t indivi 1 indivi ntitl iv nefit under
subsection 1 in the manner set out in subsection 1.

3. Deduction of interim payment. The Treasurer of State
shall deduct the amount of an interim payment made pursuant to

subsection 2 from the amount of any final benefit paid to the
individual or individuals entitled to receive a benefit under
ub i
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that may be due from any other source except that a benefit is

no n hi ion with h _of an
officer if a benefit is paid pursuyant to Title 5 with respect to
h i 113 f th ££i

. i r n ibi A nef
n hi nisn e xecution or hment.

SUMMARY

This bill, based on federal law, establishes a death benefit
of $50,000 for state police officers killed in the line of duty.
The bill designates to whom the benefit is paid and in what
proportion and allows for an interim payment to the surviving
spouse, child or parent of the slain state police officer. If
the state police officer received or the officer's estate
received a disability payment from the Maine State Retirement
System, the death benefit is not payable.
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