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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2000 

Legislative Document No. 2356 

S.P.904 In Senate, January 12,2000 

An Act Regarding Elver Fishing Licenses. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Reported by Senator GOLDTHW AIT of Hancock for the Joint Standing Committee on 
Marine Resources pursuant to Public Law 1999, chapter 7, section 16. 

Reference to the Committee on Marine Resources suggested and ordered printed pursuant 
to Joint Rule 218. 

Printed on recycled paper 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, the Legislature instituted a limited entry system 
6 for the elver fishery, reduced the amount of gear a harvester 

could actively use and decreased the length of the season; and 
8 

Whereas, the Legislature stated its intent.ion to review the 
10 1999 elver fishing season and make necessary adjustments for the 

2000 season; and 
12 

Whereas, the 2000 elver fishing season commences on March 
14 22nd; and 

16 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

18 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

20 safety; now, therefore, 

22 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

24 Sec. 1. 12 MRS A §6505-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1999, c. 7, 
§2, is further amended to read: 

26 
2. Eligibility. An elver fishing license may be issued 

28 only to an individual who .. held an elver fishing license during 
the 1999 elver fishing season. 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

AT--P~Fi~~-~ke-~~~~-~~-~~~~~~-&~-eel-~i6hin~ 

*iee~6e--~~ee~--~9~me~--6ee~i9~--99Qa--9~--a~--e*v9~--~i6hi~~ 

1ieense--&BG-~~-~~-£e£--~ae--~&&-~-~~--£yke--ne~sT 
l;ae1een-ee~·--t-r-aps--().{"--4i-p--ne~s-.,i,R-~~-w-.i-t-h--P.~&1i-e--baw 

199§T-eaap~e~-§~9T-Pa~~-AT-see~i9R-16~-aRe 

8T--~£.,i~~~-1~~~-a,R4-~~-&lver-fisaiR~-~~~-aR 

e*Ve~-~i6hi~~-1ieeRSe-i66~ee-~Ree~-~hi6-See~ieRT 

40 Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §6505-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
297, §1, is further amended to read: 

42 
4. Fees. Fees for elver fishing licenses are: 

44 
A. For a person who is a resident, $8~ il1Q; and 

46 
B. For a person who is a nonresident, $684 ti21. 

48 
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~if~y--d€>-l-l-a£-s--G-~-eaeh--J....~-fee All fees collected under this 
2 subsection accrue to the Eel and Elver Management Fund 

established in section 6505-D. 
4 

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6S0S-A, sub-§S, as amended by PL 1999, c. 7, 
6 §4, is further amended to read: 

8 5. Gear • EHee!,~-- -as- - - ~ehJ.M~e4- --sy. - --se-ot.-i-{)n- - -9 9 + 9 -gT 

saasee~iea-~-A7-~~~-i&&~-a-~J.ee~~e-~-~~~-&&~&i&&-may 
10 a~i~iBe-e~e-~~--~y.~-ae~T-~e-~l~~~-~Fa!,-~-~-Gi~-ae~ 

~e-~J.~h-~~-~--&&~-el¥e~&-wi~Rea~-pa~J.~~-~~~~-~i~-~~-a 
12 fiFS~-~-~--&~ap-p~£G~a~~-~~-~&i&&-9§Q§-gT A license issued 

under this section must identify the number and types of nets 
14 that the license holder may use pursuant to this section and 

section 6505-B. 
16 

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §6S0S-B, sub-§I, 1[A, as amended by PL 1999, c. 
18 7, §6, is further amended to read: 

20 A. ~if~y Seventy five dollars per net or trap for the use 
of a an elver fyke net or Sheldon eel trapT-e~~~-~~~-~Re 

22 fee-~~4e£-~~-s-~~~~&-ae~-app~y-ke-~~~~-~y.~-eF 

SRelQea--eel--&Fa~-~-~~-~-i-l-i~-~£G~a~~--~e--see~iea 
24 geQ§-AT-saasee~iea-§. 

26 Sec. S. 12 MRSA §6S0S·B, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
297, §5, is further amended to read: 

28 
3. Dip net fee. It is unlawful for a person to utilize a 

30 dip net to fish for or take elvers without paying a fee of $§Q 
~ per dip net annua1ly. 

32 
~Ris-~-i~-aees-~--apply.-ke-~-4J.p-~-a-~~-a~iliBes 

34 !,aFsaaa~-~e-see~iea-9§Q§-AT-saasee~iea-§T 

36 Sec. 6. 12 MRS A §6S7S-B, sub-§2-A, as enacted by PL 1999, c. 
7, §10, is amended to read: 

38 
2-A. Number of nets and Sheldon eel traps. A person may 

40 not immerse at anyone time a total of more than 2 elver dip 
nets, elver fyke nets and Sheldon eel traps. *a-Qe~eFmiaia~-£Re 

42 aamaeF-~~-~~~-e£--&e&&-~~-ffiay--ae--~~r-k~-fe~~ewia~ 

feFma~a-~~-~SeQT--~-pe~~&-ffiay-~-immeFse+ A person may 
44 not immerse elver fishing gear other than the types and amounts 

of gear the person was authorized to immerse during the 1999 
46 elver fishing season, except that a person may surrender the 

authority to use an elver fyke net in order to use an elver dip 
48 ~ 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

AT--~-BQmaeE-~~-e~ve~--G~~-~~--~aa~-~~-~Fea~eF-~~-the 

aVeFa~e-B~e~7-~~~r-e~-e~VeE-~~~~-~~-pe~SeR 
was--aatheFi&ea--&&-~-~~-~~-~--~--e~veE--fisRiR~ 
seaseRs-fe~-wRieR-tRat-pe~seR-Re~e-a-~ieeRsef 

8T--~-RamaeF-~--e~veF-~y~~-~~&-~ha~--~-~Eea~eE-~~-tRe 
ave~a~e-BQmaeY7-~e~BQeQ-~-~-~~--~-~~&-~ha~-pe~SeR 

was--aa~heFi&ea--&&-~-~-~-~~-~--~--e~veE--fishiR~ 
seaseRs-feF-wRieR-tRat-pe~seR-Re*e-a-~ieeRsef-aRe 

GT--A-~-~~-SRe~eeR-~-~r~-~ha~-i€-~~~--~-the 
12 aveFa~e--&~Fr-~~-4~B7---ef--~F&~-~~-pe~£eB--was 

aatRa~iBee-~~-aS&-~~~~-~-~£~--~-eJveE-~-~~-seaseRs 

14 faF-WRieR-tRat-peFseR-Re~e-a-~ieeRseT 

16 HeweveFT-~~--~~-B~~-~~-~-at-~~-~he-~e~~~a--~-~~eateF 
thaR-~-~~~F-tFapsT-~he-~~-&~&&F-ef-~~ap6-~-~~&-that 

18 may-se-immeFsee-maY-Rat-eHeeee-6T 

20 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

22 

24 SUMMARY 

26 This bill, which is an emergency, implements the 
recommendations of the Department of Marine Resources regarding 

28 the 2000 elver fishery. It freezes the number of elver fishing 
licenses and gear at 1999 levels. The bill also raises the fees 

30 for elver fishing licenses to $120 for residents and $421 for 
nonresidents and specifies that all license fees accrue to the 

32 Eel and Elver Management Fund. 

34 The bill repeals the provision that authorizes a person to 
use one net or trap to fish for elvers without paying a gear fee 

36 and changes the gear fees to $25 per elver dip net and $75 per 
elver fyke or Sheldon eel trap. These changes to the elver 

38 license and gear fees will increase funding to the Eel and Elver 
Management Fund to support further research on the eel and elver 

40 fishery. 
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