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L.D. 2294

DATE: ‘3'%'2003 (Filing No. S- S2%)

UTILITIES AND ENERGY

Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
119TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/\" to S.pP. 879, L.D. 2294, Bill, "An
Act to Promote Competition in the Natural Gas Industry"”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

‘Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §§4504 and 4505, as enacted by PL 1987, c.
141, Pt. A, §6, are repealed.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §4710 is enacted to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M\ " to S.P. 879, L.D, 2294
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"A” to S.P. 879, L.D. 2294
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M" to S§,P. 879, L.D. 2294
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natural gas utility's expense.

Sec. 3. Effective date. This Act takes effect 90 days after the
adjournment of the Second Regular Session of the 119th
Legislature or August 1, 2000, whichever is later.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

This bill may increase the number of civil suits filed in
the court system. The additional workload and administrative
costs associated with the minimal number of new cases filed can
be absorbed within the budgeted resources of the Judicial
Department. The collection of additional filing fees may also
increase General Fund revenue by minor amounts.

The Public Utilities Commission may incur some minor
additional costs to expand eminent domain procedures to include
gas utilities. These costs can be absorbed within the
commission's existing budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill and accomplishes the
following. It:

1. Repeals the eminent domain provisions governing natural
gas pipeline utilities;

2. Grants eminent domain authority to natural gas
utilities, which are defined as intrastate natural gas pipeline
utilities and gas utilities other than gas utilities over which
the commission's jurisdiction is limited to safety issues;

3. Establishes certain conditions and standards for and
limitations on the exercise of eminent domain authority, most of

which reflect those that currently govern eminent domain
authority exercised by natural gas pipeline utilities;
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/M\" to S.P. 879, L.D. 2294

4. Requires that the utility have received appropriate
authorizations from the Public Utilities Commission with respect
to the proposed pipeline prior to seeking to exercise eminent
domain authority;

5. Provides that the commission must approve the location
of any taking and find that the taking is necessary and in the
public interest;

6. Requires the commission to issue its written decision
within certain time limits;

7. Provides for an effective date of 90 days after the
adjournment of the second regular session of this Legislature or

August 1, 2000, whichever is later; and

8. Adds a fiscal note to the bill.
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