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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 5 MRSA §1826-B, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 359, 
4 §3, is amended to read: 

6 2. Work center. "Work center" means a--!'ehasi;l,ieaeieB 
Eaei;l,iey-~--~fia~-~~-~--&-~~~~~~~~-~aei1i&~-~-iB 

8 p!'eQ~eeieB--e!'--se!'viee--epe!'aeieB--Ee!'--ehe--p!'ima!'y--p~!'pese--eE 

p!'eviQiB~--~~~--emp;l,eymeBe--~--aB--~~~~--sEep--~--Ehe 

10 !'ehasi;l,ieaeieB-~~-~~-~fie6e-~-eaBBe&-~~-!'eaQi;l,y 
iB-~fie-€~i~i¥e-~~-~~~-~-~-~~-~im&-as-emp;l,eymeBE 

12 eppe!'tQaities-~~--~hem--~-~fie-~p&~~~~V&-~~-~ap*e&-~-Bee 

eRisE a program that provides vocational rehabilitation services 
14 to individuals with disabilities to enable those individuals to 

maximize their opportunities for employment, including career 
16 advancement. For the purposes of sections l826-A to l826-D, a 

work center sha;l,;l, ~ meet the following conditions: 
18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

AT--~6-~~~~~~~-a-!'e~Q;l,a!'-w~k-~~~~--W&P*-aetiviEY 

eeBte!'-~-&h&-wa~e-~-heQ!'-~~~~~~-~fie-~~~-Staees 

Pepa!'tmeBt-eE-base!'-e!'-sy-the-State-Pepa!'tmeBt-eE-base!'t 

B. Has complied with occupational health and safety 
standards required by the laws of the United States or this 
State; 

C. Employs during the fiscal year in commodity production 
28 or service provision disabled persons at a quota of not less 

than 66~ of the total hours of direct labor on all 
30 production, whether or not government related; and 

32 D. Has, or is part of, an ongoing placement program whieh 
.t.h.gt includes at least preadmission evaluation and annual 

34 review to determine each worker's capability for normal 
competitive employment and maintenance of liaison with the 

36 appropriate community services for the placement in the 
employment of any of its workers who may qualify for that 

38 placement. 

40 Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §1826-C, sub-§I, as amended by PL 1995, c. 560, 
Pt. F, §5 and Pt. K, §82 and affected by Pt. K, §83, is further 

42 amended to read: 

44 1. Coamittee established. There is established the Work 
Center Purchases Committee, consisting of the State Purchasing 

46 Agent, the Director of the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services, a 
representative of the Department of Mental Health, Mental 

48 Retardation and Substance Abuse Services, a representative of 
work centers, a-~~~-~~-aBQ a representative of the 

50 business community, and persons with disabilities. The total 

Page l-LR3654{1} 



number of members with disabilities on the committee must be a 
2 minimum of 5. 

4 
SUMMARY 

6 
This bill amends the definition of "work center" to be 

8 consistent with the Federal Government and provider direction. 
This bill also increases the number of persons with disabilities 

10 to a m~nimum of 5 to improve representation on the Work Center 
Purchases Committee. 
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