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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 2233 

S.P.833 In Senate, May 20, 1999 

An Act to License Interpreters for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing. 

Reported by Senator KONTOS of Cumberland for the Joint Standing Committee on 
Business and Economic Development pursuant to Public Law 1997, chapter 749, section 4 
and printed under Joint Rule 401. 

Printed on recycled paper 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.t. 5 MRSA §48, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §l, 
4 is amended to read: 

6 5. Provide infonnation. The Division of Deafness must 
provide information to the public, including state agencies and 

8 individuals who work with interpreters, regarding the 
~e~is6~a6ieR licensure requirements provided under Title 32, 

10 chapter 22. 

12 Sec. 2. to MRSA §800t, sub-§38, as amended by PL 1997, c. 727, 
Pt. C, §l and c. 749, §2, is further amended by amending the last 

14 blocked paragraph to read: 

16 The Office of Licensing and Registration also administers the 
following regulatory functions: licensure of athletic trainers; 

18 registration of massage therapists; ~e~is6~a6ieR licensure of 
interpreters for the deaf and hard-of-hearing; registration of 

20 persons pursuant to the Charitable Solicitations Act; and 
registration of transient sellers, including door-to-door home 

22 repair transient sellers. 

24 Sec.3. 32 MRSA §t521, sub-§l-A is enacted to read: 

26 I-A. Deaf interpreter. "Deaf interpreter" means a person 
whose sense of hearing is nonfunctional for the purpose of 

28 communication, whose primary means of communication is visual or 
tactile and who provides intermediary interpreting. 

30 
Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §1521, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, 

32 §3, is amended to read: 

34 2. Deaf person. "Deaf person" means a person whose sense 
of hearing is nonfunctional for the purpose of communication and 

36 whose primary means of communication is visual or tactile. 

38 Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §1521, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, 
§3, is amended to read: 

40 
5. Interpretinq. "Interpreting" means the process ef 

42 F~evieiR~-~~~~~~~~~~-&&~wee&-aBe-~~~-wae 

a~e-~~-~~~Gea~~~-aBQ-~-Aea~r-~~Q-~-ee-~-~~-a 

44 eemmeR-~-ef-~~~r--~~~--p~ee&&-~~~--wi6aeQt 

limita6ieRT-iB~e~~e~~B~-~~~~~~~~-aa4-visQal-~eS6Q~alT 

46 aQei6e~y-aRe-~ae6ile-€emmQBiea6ieR when a linguistic intermedigry 
between a deaf or hard-of-hearing person and gnother person 

48 translates the spoken utterances or signs, gestures or writing of 
either person into a linguistic form other than that which that 

50 person uses as a primary and pre(erred form of 
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communication. For the purposes of this chapter, "interpreting" 
2 or "transliterating" does not mean communication using cued 

speech. 
4 

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §1521, sub-§6, 1[C, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 
6 749, §3, is amended to read: 

8 

10 

c. Intermediary interpreting, which means 
services rendered by a deaf pe~s9B interpreter 
communication between another deaf person 
l'e~i:s~el'ee licensed interpreter or between 2 

interpreting 
to facilitate 
and another 

or more deaf 
12 persons. 

14 Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §1522, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, 
§3, is amended to read: 

16 
2. Licensure. The commissioner shall ~e~i:s~e~ license a 

18 person who has successfully complied with the application process 
established by the department, paid the required fees 

20 established by the department under sections 1527 and 1528 and 
met the qualifications for l'e~i:s~l'a~~9B licensure as set forth in 

22 section 1524. The commissioner shall make available, at cost, a 
directory that contains the names of all individuals l'e'!Ja,s~el'ee 

24 licensed pursuant to this chapter. 

26 Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §1522, sub-§4 is enacted to read: 

28 4. Advisor.y cOuncil. The commissioner« as necessary, may 
select members of the interpreting profession and other 

30 interested parties to serve on an advisory council to advise and 
consult with the commissioner concerning the regulation of 

32 interpreters for the deaf and hard-of-hearing. Service on the 
council is not in itself a conflict of interest regardless of the 

34 occupations or associations of the members. 

36 Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §1523, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §3, is 
amended to read: 

38 
§1523. Privileged communication 

40 
Individuals l'e~i:ssel'ee licensed under this chapter are 

42 included under the evidentiary communications privilege outlined 
in Title 5, section 48, subsection 4. 

44 
Sec. 10. 32 MRSA §1524, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §3, is 

46 amended to read: 

48 §1524. Requirements for licensure; limited interpreter and limited 
transliterator 

50 
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To be eligible for ~e~istFatieB licensure as a limited 
2 interpreter or limited transliterator under this chapter, an 

applicant must be at least 18 years of age and must provide the 
4 following: 

6 

8 

1. High school diploma. Proof of a high school diploma or 
the equivalent; 

~y--~~PeBeeSy--~~~~-e€--~~~-~~~-~-~~-geF 

10 whem- -t.ae. - -app-l:-.i.-cJ.a.n.G.. - -bas- - we.£-ke4- -eB--a -~-ed- - -basi-s- - a-s- - aB 
iBteFpFeteFT--~e-~-~~-~~~RG&&-mQst-&e-~~~-a~-eeaf 

12 er-~~~-~-aBe-~-ef-~~-FefereBees-~--ge-~-peFseB 

whese-hea~J~~-~-~~~~-fQBetieBalT--A~~-~~~~~&&-eeBtaiBT 

14 at-~~~a~~r-~he-~r-aQQFeSS-a~4-~-BQmger-~-~~-peF6eB 

~iviB~-~~-~~~RG&-aBQ-~-9rief-~~~~~~-~ke-~l:-~-ef 
16 the-6eFviees-pFevieee-9y-the-app*ieaBt~ 

18 

20 

22 

3. Sworn statement. A sworn, signed statement 
applicant has read, understands and agrees to abide by 
of Ethics of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, 
a comparable or successor organization recognized 
commissioner; aBe 

that the 
the Code 
Inc . .t-...2..r. 
by the 

24 4. Proof of education and training in American Sign 
Language. A-...wr-~-6W'AJ11ary Written proof of the applicant's 

26 iBteFpretiB~ education and eHpeFieBeeT--w-.i:-t.-h--pFeef--o-f--eempletieB 
ef-~--~-*9-~~-~~-iBteFpreter-~~J~~~-6peeifieal*y 

28 aQQre66e6--~-~~--ef--1Gt~~Fet~~-~~~~-6*i±±ST 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

training in American Sign Language, consisting of either: 

A. Proof of completion of at leClSt IOO clock hours of 
instruction in American Sign Language conducted by: 

(1) An instructor recognized by the American Sign 
Language Teach~rs Association, or a comparable or 
successor organization recognized by the commissioner; 

(2) An interpreter certified by either the Registry of 
Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc. or the National 
Association of the Deaf, Inc., or a comparable or 
successor organization of either recognized by the 
commissioner; or 

(3) An instructor of courses conducted through pn 
accredited college, accred~ted university or accredited 
or ppproved high school or conducted by certification 
mpintenpnce course sponsors approved by the Registry of 
Interpreters for the Depf, Inc. or the Nationpl 
Association of the Depf, Inc., or p comparable or 
successor organizption of either recognized py the 
commissioner; or 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

B. Submission of a letter attesting that the applicant I s 
skill level is equivalent to a person who has completed IOO 
hours of instruction in American Sign Language. The letter 
must be prepared and signed by: 

(1) An instructor recognized by the American Sign 
Language Teachers Association, or a comparable or 
successor organization repognized by the commissioner; 

(2) An interpreter certified by either the Registry Qf 
Interpreters for the Deaf. Inc. or the NSltional 
AssopiSltion of the DeSlf, Inc., or Sl compSlrSlble or 
successor orgSlnizSltion of either recognized by the 
commissioner; or 

(3) An instructor of courses condupted through an 
accredited college, accredited university or Slccredited 
or approved high school or conducted bl!: certification 
maintenance course sponsors approVed by the Registry 
of Interpreters for the DeSlf, Inc. or the National 
AssociSltion of the DeSlf, Inc., or Sl compSlrgble or 
successor orgSlnizSltion of either repognized by the 
commissioner; Slnd 

5. Proof of education and training in the interpreting 
26 process. Written proof of completion of Slt leSlst 100 plock hours 

of instruction in the interpreting propess, which must include 
28 instruction in deaf culture and the ethics of interpreting, 

conducted through an Slccredited college, Slccredited university or 
30 accredited or approved high school or condupted by certifigation 

maintenance course sponsors approved bl!: the Registrl!: of 
32 Interpreters for the DeSlf, Inc. or the NSltionSlI Association of 

the DeSlf, Inc., or Sl gompSlrable or successor or<;anizSltion of 
34 either recognized by the commissioner. Credit mSll!: not be given 

for interpreting process glopk hours that were completed prior to 
36 5 yeSlrs from the dSlte of SlPplication. 

38 Sec. 11. 32 MRSA §§IS24-A and IS24-B are enacted to read: 

40 §1524-A. Regyirements for licensure: limited deaf interpreter 

42 To be eligible for ligensure Sls a limiteg geSlf interpreter 
under this chapter, an applicant must be at least 18 years of age 

44 and must provide the following: 

46 1. High school diploma. Proof of a high school diploma or 
the equivalent; 

48 
2. Svorn statement. A sworn, signed statement that the 

50 applicant has read, understangs ang Slgrees to abige by the Coge 
of Ethics of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc., or 
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a comparable or successor organization recognized by the 
2 commissioner: 

4 3. Proof of educatiQll and training in American Sign 
Langyage. Written proof of the applicapt's educatiop apd 

6 training in American Sign Language. consisting of a letter 
attesting that the applicant's skill level is esuivalept to a 

8 person who has completed 100 hours of instruction ip American 
Sign Language. The letter must be prepared and sigped by: 

10 

12 

14 

A. An instructor recognized by the American Sign Language 
Teachers Association, or a comparable or successor 
organization recognized by the commissioner: 

B. An interpreter certified by either the Registry of 
16 Interpreters for the DeaL Inc. or the National Association 

of the Deaf, Inc •• or a comparable or successor orgapization 
18 of either recogpized by the commissioner; or 

20 C. An ipstructor of courses conducted through an accredited 
college. accredited university or accredited or approved 

22 high school or conducted by certification maintenapce course 
sponsors approved by the Registry of Interpreters for the 

24 Deaf. Inc. or the National Associatiop of the Deaf, Inc .• or 
a comparable or successor organization of either recognized 

26 by the commissioner: and 

28 4. Proof of education and training in the interpreting 
process. Written proof of completion of at least 100 clock hours 

30 of instruction in the interpreting process. which must include 
instruction in deaf culture and the ethics of interpreting. 

32 conducted through an accredited college, accredited university or 
accredited or approved high school or conducted by certification 

34 maintenance course sponsors approved by the Registry of 
Interpreters for the DeOf, Inc. or the Notional Associotion of 

36 the DeaL Inc., or a comparable or successor organization of 
either recognized by the commissiQner. Credit may not be given 

38 for interpreting prQcess clQck hours thot were cQmpleted priQr to 
5 yeors from the date Qf applicatiQn. 

40 
§l524-B. Requirements for licensure: certified interpreter. 

42 certified deaf intexPreter and certified trapsliterator 

44 To be eligible fn licensure OS a certified interpreter, 
certified deaf interpreter or certified transliteratQr under this 

46 chapter. an applicant must be at least 18 years Qf age ond must 
provide the fQllQwing: 

48 
1. High school diploma. PrQQf Qf a high schQol diplQmO Qr 

50 the esuivalent: 
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2. Sworn stiU:Ameut. A sworn, signed statement that the 
2 applicant has read, understands and agrees to abide by the Code 

of Ethics of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc. or 
4 comparable certification by a comparable or successor 

organization recognized by the commissioner; and 
6 

3. Proof of certification. Documented proof of 
8 certification by the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc., 

documented proof Qf a minimum certificatiQn level Qf 4 frQm the 
10 NatiQnal AssQciatiQn of the Deaf, Inc. or cQmparable 

certificatiQn by a cQmparable or successQr organizatiQn 
12 recQgnized by the commissiQner. 

14 Sec. 12. 32 MRSA §1525, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §3, is 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

amended to read: 

§1525. License required 

After Jaaaa£y--1T--1999 June 
provide interpreting services as 
compensation Qr remuneratiQn unless 
in accordance with this chapter. 

30, 2000, a person may not 
defined in this chapter for 

properly Fe~is~eFee licensed 

Sec. 13. 32 MRSA §1525-A is enacted to read: 

26 §1525-A. Exemptions to licensure 

28 1. Nonresident inte:r::preters. This chapter dQes nQt apply 
tQ interpreters whQ are residents Qf a jurisdictiQn Qther than 

30 this State and who dQ nQt interpret for cQmpensation or 
remuneration in the State for mQre than 160 hours per year. 

32 Service during declared state or natiQnal emergencies dQes nQt 
count toward the 160 hQurs per year limitatiQn. 

34 
2. Medical emergencies. This chapter dQes nQt apply tQ a 

36 persQn prQviding cQmmunication assistance during a medical 
emergency. FQr purpQses Qf this subsectiQn, "medical emergency" 

38 ~hen a person's megical congitiQn coulg be significantly 
cQmpromised by gelaying assessment ang treatment. 

40 
Sec. 14. 32 MRSA §§1527 and 1528, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 

42 749, §3, are amended to read: 

44 §1527. Applications for licensure; fees 

46 An applicant for initial eF---&empeFaFy---~i&&Fa~iea 

licensure, pursuant tQ sectiQns 1524, 1524-A Qr 1524-B, shall 
48 submit a written application with supporting documents to the 

department on forms provided by the department. The applicant 
50 shall pay a nonrefundable application fee established by the 

department in an amount not to exceed $50, and an initial 
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~e~~st~at~9B-~-~~1r-~&§~S~~at~9B license fee not to exceed 
2 $199 .i1QQ. 

4 §1528. Reneva1 

6 All ~9~~s~~a~i9Rs-~-~~~~--~e~4st~at49Rs licenses 
must be renewed annually on or before MaFeA-.a.st June 30th of 

8 each year or at such other time as the commissioner may 
designate. The annual ~e~:ist~at:i9B license renewal fee must be 

10 established by the department by rulemaking and may not exceed 
$199.i1QQ. The commissioner shall notify each ~e~istFaRt 

12 licensee, at the ~e~~sta~aRt.!.s licensee I s last known address, 30 
days in advance of the expiration of the Fe~~stFati9R license. 

14 Renewal notices must be on forms provided by the department. A 
Fe~ist~atieR license not renewed by MaF9A--.alst June 30th 

16 automatically expires. The department may renew an expired 
~e~~stFat~9R license if the renewal application is returned 

18 within 90 days after the Fe~istFat~eR license expiration date and 
upon payment of a late fee of $10 in addition to the renewal 

20 fee. A person who submits an application for renewal more than 
90 days after the Fe~~stFati9R license expiration date is subject 

22 to all requirements governing new applicants under this chapter. 

24 Sec. IS. 32 MRSA §IS28-A is enacted to read: 

26 §1528-A. Continuing education 

28 1. Limited interpreters. An application for renewal of a 
limited interpreter. limited transliterator or limited deaf 

30 interpreter license must show proof of completion of at least 15 
hours annually of continuing education in American Sign Language 

32 or the interpreting process. This subsection does not apply to 
interpreters, transliterators and deaf interpreters who obtain 

34 limited licensure status pursuant to section 1532 and who have 
not completed the educational and training resuirements set forth 

36 in section 1524, subsection 4 or section 1524-A, subsection 3. 

38 2. Certified inter,preters. An applicant for renewal of a 
certified interpreter, certified deaf interpreter or certified 

40 transliterator license is not resuired to show propf of 
continuing education, but is resuired to show proof of continued 

42 certification by either the Registry of Interpreters for the 
Deaf. Inc. or the National Association of the Deaf. Inc., or a 

44 comparable or successor organization of either recognized by the 
commissioner. 

46 
Sec. 16. 32 MRSA §IS30, first 1[, as corrected by RR 1997, c. 2, 

48 §54, is amended to read: 
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The department may suspend or revoke Fe~is~Fa~ieR licensure 
2 pursuant to Title 5, section 10004. In addition, the department 

may refuse to issue or renew a Fe~is~Fa~ieR license pursuant to 
4 Title 10, section 8003 or the Administrative Court may revoke, 

suspend or refuse to renew the Fe~is~Fa~ieR license of an 
6 interpreter for: 

8 Sec. 17. 32 MRS A §§1531 and 1532 are enacted to read: 

10 SIS31. Disclosure 

12 All interpreters licensed pursuant to this chapter shall 
disclose their lic~nse category, training and experience to 

14 consumers and to the person or persons engaging the interpreter's 
services. The content and form of the disclosure must be 

16 developed by the department pursuant to rule-making provisions of 
the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. Rules adopted pursuant 

18 to this section are rout~ne technical rules pursuant to Title 5, 
chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

20 
SIS32. Conyers ion of registrants to limited licensees 

22 
As of June 30. 2000, interpreters, deaf interpreters and 

24 transliterators who have registered with the department pursuant 
to Public Law 1997, chapter 749 and who do not po§sess the 

26 educational and training re~uirements set forth in section 1524, 
subsection 4 or section 1524 A, subsection 3 are eligible for the 

28 limited interpreter, limited tran§literator or limited deaf 
interpreter license. Interpreter§, deaf interpreters and 

30 transliterators who obtain limited licensure status pursuant to 
this section shall comply with all other licensure re~uirements 

32 and must complete the education and training re~uirements §et 
forth in section 1524, subsection 4 or 1524-A, subsection 3 

34 within 3 years of obtaining a limited license or be subject to 
nonrenewal. 

36 
Sec. 18. Department of Professional and Financial Regulation; 

38 report. The Department of Professional and Financial Regulation 
shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 

40 having jurisdiction over business matters by February 15, 2003. 
The report must be developed by the Commissioner of Professional 

42 and Financial Regulation in consultation with the advisory 
council and must include, but is not limited to, a review of the 

44 adequacy of licensure standards set forth in the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 32, chapter 22 and an assessment of the continued 

46 efficacy of an exemption from licensure for nonresident 
interpreters. The report may include legislation based on the 

48 recommendations of the department. The joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business matters may 

50 submit legislation based on the recommendations of the report. 
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2 Sec. 19. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from 
Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

4 

2000-01 
6 

PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION, 
8 DEPARTMENT OF 

10 Office of Licensing and Registration 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

All Other $6,000 

Provides funds for contracted services and 
operating costs required to administer the 
licensure of interpreters for the deaf and 
hard-of-hearing. 

Sec. 20. Effectivedate. This Act takes effect June 30, 2000. 

FISCAL NOTE 
2000-01 

APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS 

Other Funds $6,000 

This bill includes an Other Special Revenue funds allocation 
30 of $6,000 in fiscal year 2000-01, for the Office of Licensing and 

Registration of the Department of Professional and Financial 
32 Regulation to administer the licensure of interpreters for the 

deaf and hard-of-hearing. Current revenue from registration fees 
34 is sufficient to meet this additional spending authority. 

36 The bill replaces the annual registration fee of $100 with a 
licensing fee not to exceed $300 effective July 1, 2000. 

38 Dedicated revenue related to the increase in fees is expected to 
increase by $20,000 annually beginning in fiscal year 2002-03. 

40 

42 SUMMARY 

44 This bill enacts the recommendations of the technical review 
committee on interpreters established pursuant to Public Law 

46 1997, chapter 749. That committee was charged with determining 
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the method by which the State should regulate interpreters for 
2 the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

4 This bill will replace the existing interpreter registration 
process with a licensing process, effective June 30, 2000. There 

6 will be 2 levels of licensure, limited and certified. Applicants 
for limited licensure must have 100 hours of instruction in 

8 American Sign Language or be certified as having equivalent 
skills, and must have 100 hours of instruction in the 

10 interpreting process. Applicants for certified licensure must 
show proof of national certification as an interpreter or 

12 transliterator. Licensees will be held to a code of ethics. 

14 All persons who are registered under current law when this 
bill becomes effective will be eligible for limited licensure. 

16 Those persons will have 3 years from the date of their licensure 
to meet the standard education and training requirements if they 

18 have not already done so. 

20 This bill excludes practitioners of cued speech from the 
definition of "interpreter" for purposes of the chapter. The 

22 intent is to not regulate practitioners of cued speech at this 
time. 
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