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Reported by Senator KONTOS of Cumberland for the Joint Standing Committee on
Business and Economic Development pursuant to Public Law 1997, chapter 749, section 4
and printed under Joint Rule 401.

(9 O/Brion

JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Printed on recycled paper



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5§ MRSA §48, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §1,
is amended to read:

5. Provide information. The Division of Deafness must
provide information to the public, including state agencies and
individuals who work with interpreters, regarding the

regiskraktien licensure requirements provided under Title 32,
chapter 22.

Sec. 2. 10 MRSA §8001, sub-§38, as amended by PL 1997, c. 727,

Pt. C, §1 and c. 749, §2, is further amended by amending the last
blocked paragraph to read:

The Office of Licensing and Registration also administers the
following regulatory functions: 1licensure of athletic traimers;
registration of massage therapists; regisktratien licensure of
interpreters for the deaf and hard-of-hearing; registration of
persons pursuant to the Charitable Solicitations Act; and
registration of transient sellers, including door-to-door home
repair transient sellers.

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §1521, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:

1-A. Deaf interpreter. ''Deaf interpreter’ means a_ person
wh n f hearin i nf ion £ £
communication, whose primary means of communication is visual or
tactile and who provides intermediary interpreting.

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §1521, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749,

§3, is amended to read:

2. Deaf persomn. 'Deaf person" means a person whose sense
of hearing is nonfunctional for the purpose of communication and
whose primary means of communication is visual or tactile.

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §1521, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749,

§3, is amended to read:

5. Interpreting. "Interpreting" means the process eof
previding-accessible- -communication -between - and--among--persens -whe
are-deaf,--hard-ofhearing-and--can-hear,-and--who--de-neot—-share-a
SOMMO s - fRe3NS- ~ 0f - -communieation~-- This--process -Hdnoludes,—--witheout
limitation,-interpreting--and- transliterating -and-visual-gestural,
auditory-and-taetile-communication when a linguistic intermediary
between a deaf or hard-of-hearing person and another person
translates the spoken utterances or signs, dgestures or writing of
either person into a linguistic form other than that which that

erson rimar o rred form of
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Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §1521, sub-§6, §C, as enacteda by PL 1997, c.
749, §3, is amended to read:

C. Intermediary interpreting, which means interpreting
services rendered by a deaf persen jinterpreter to facilitate
communication between another deaf person and another
registered licensed interpreter or between 2 or more deaf
persons.

Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §1522, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749,

§3, is amended to read:

2. Licensure. The commissioner shall register license a
person who has successfully complied with the application process
established by the department, paid the required fees

established by the department under sections 1527 and 1528 and
met the qualifications for registratiem licensure as set forth in
section 1524. The commissioner shall make available, at cost, a
directory that contains the names of all individuals registered
licensed pursuant to this chapter.

Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §1522, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4, Advisory council., The commigsioner, as necessary., may
select members of the interpreting profession and _other
interested parties to serve on an advisory council to advise and
o 1 with h mmissioner ni re i £
interpr rs _for the deaf and h -0f-h in rvi n_th
council is not in itself a conflict of interest regardless of the
cc ion ra iation f the members.

Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §1523, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §3, is

amended to read:
§1523. Privileged communication

Individuals registered licensed wunder this chapter are
included under the evidentiary communications privilege outlined

in Title 5, section 48, subsection 4.

Sec. 10. 32 MRSA §1524, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §3, is

amended to read:

§1524. Requirements for licensure; limited interpreter and limited
transliterator
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To be eligible for registratien Jlicensure as a limited

interpreter or limited transliterator under this chapter, an
applicant must be at least 18 years of age and must provide the
following:

1. High school diploma. Proof of a high school diploma or
the equivalent;

3+---Referenees.---Letters -of--reference ~-from-3 - persons-for
whem--the - -applicant - has--werked--on--a--compensated - basis -as--asn
interpreter~--Twe-of-the -referenses-must-be-persons--who -are-deaf
o ¥ --hard—of-hearing-and--one--ef--the--referenees-must-be--a--persen
whose-hearing--i6--fully-funetionalv--All-references must-contain,
at--a--mininwn, - £he--name-~ -address - and--phone--pumbe r - of--the -persen
giving--the -refererse -and--a-brief--desoription--ef-the-guality -of
the-serviees-provided-by-the-applicants

3. Sworn statement. A sworn, signed statement that the
applicant has read, understands and agrees to abide by the Code
of Ethics of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc.. or

mparabl r by rganization «r ni h
commissioner; and

4. Proof of educationm and training in American Sign
Language. A--wribten--summary Written proof of the applicant's
interpreting education and experienee,--with -preof--of--eempletien
of ~at--least-16-hours-of -interpreter-education that -speeifiecally
addresses--the - development--of--interpreter - conmundication-skills~

raining in American Sign ngisting of ei rs

A. Proof of completion of at least 100 clock hours of

instruction in American Sign Language conducted by:
1 in T ni h i ign
Language Teachers Association, or a comparable or
2 An r r ifi 1 i f
Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc. or the National
Association of the Deaf, Inc.,, Qr a comparable or
v : on . r .

commissioner: or

3 An i x r of ¢ r h n
Y . ni . N 1

or r high ho by if] ion
maintenance course sponsors approved by the Regisgtry of
Interpr r for he Deaf In r h Nation
Association of the Deaf, Inc., or a comparable or
successor organization of either recognized by the
commissioner: or
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B. bmission of 1 r i t th licant'

kill level i ivalen n who h 1 1
hour i i i erican Sign n T
m r i :
) An instr r r niz h American ign
L T ] 2 iati b1
uccessor i ion ni mmissioner:
2 An interpr r certifi ither the Registr f
Interpr r for the Deaf, Inc, or the National
iati D r m
r nization £ i i h

commissioner: or

r
instr ion in af cultur n hi inter in

con hr h an i c i iversi r
accredite L _approv high school or rtifi ion
maintenance course spongors approved by the Registry of
Inter rs for the Deaf, In r _the Nation A iation of
the Deaf, Ing.‘ or a_comparable or sggggssgr organization of
ither rec iz ission it m iven
for 1n§grprg;1ng process clock gu 5 _that were completed prior to

from th £ i

Sec. 11. 32 MRSA §§1524-A and 1524-B are enacted to read:
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A n _in j rj i n
hers A iation r m r r
or ization r ni mm :
B. An r R
I rpr £ r n A i
of the Deaf, I r mparabl r r or ization
£ her ¢ i r

college, accredited wuniversity or accredited oxr approved
high h r ifi i i r
sponsQr v R r f In r r for th
Deaf, Inc. or the National Association of the Deaf, Inc.. or
mpar r organi ion i r iz

I Wri n £ mpl 1 ck h
of instruction in the interpreting grgggsg, which must inglggg
instr ion in ltur n i f interpretin
conducted through an accredited college, accredited university or
c i r hi h rtifi i
maintenance course sponsors approved bv the gg;ﬁ&;x__il.
Interpr rs for Deaf Inc, h nal A n of
the Deaf, Inc.. oOr a comparable or sucgessor Qrggnizg;ign of
i r r nized b h mmissioner redit m n iven
for interpretin r lock hour W mpl rior
5 years from the date of application.

1524-B R ir for licen H ifi i o

To be eligible for licensure as a certified interpreter,
certified deaf interpreter or certified transliterator under this
ch by n i m 1 nd m

rovi h llowi

1 i 1 dipl Pr hi i
the equivalent;:
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) o A wor ign men h

licant h Y nder n n T
of Ethi f the Regi n x r the D n r
rabl ifi i m r r
r ization r niz h mmissioner:

3, Proof of gg;;; fication, Documented proof of

certifi i b he R Ipr £ nc.

nted proof minimum rtifi j vel of 4 from th
Nation A iati f h nc. m
certification b rabl r izati
by ni h mmission

Sec. 12. 32 MRSA §1525, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 749, §3, is

amended to read:
§1525. License required

After Jaanuvazy--1,y--1999 June 30, 2000, a person may not
provide interpreting services as defined in this chapter for

compensation or remuneration unless properly regiskered licensed

in accordance with this chapter.

Sec. 13. 32 MRSA §1525-A is enacted to read:

1525-A. Ex i i ur
1 resi in x i r 1
in IS W residen jurisdicti r than
hi W i ion
remunerati n in the S for mor han 16 hour ear.,
Service during Qgg;g ed state or nation mergenci
ount towar he 1 r er r 1i i
2. ical r i Thi n
person providing cgmmgnlggg assistance during a medical
mergen For i i "medical emergency"
is when a_person's medical condition could be significantly
compromised i n n n

Sec. 14. 32 MRSA §§1527 and 1528, as enacted by PL 1997, c.

§3, are amended to read:
§1527. Applications for licensure; fees

An  applicant for initial er---temperary---registratien
licensure, pursuant to sections 1524, 1524-A or 1524-B, shall
submit a written application with supporting documents to the
department on forms provided by the department. The applicant
shall pay a nonrefundable application fee established by the
department in an amount not to exceed $50, and an initial
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registration-or--temporary-registratien license fee not to exceed
$1060 $300.

§1528. Renewal

All registratiens--except--temporary--registratiens licenses
must be renewed annually on or before Mareh-3ist June 30th of
each year or at such other time as the commissioner may
designate. The annual registratiermn license renewal fee must be
established by the department by rulemaking and may not exceed
$100 $300. The commissioner shall notify each registrant
licensee, at the regiskrantls licensee's last known address, 30
days in advance of the expiration of the registration license.
Renewal notices must be on forms provided by the department. A

registratien license mnot renewed by Mareh--33st June 30th

automatically expires. The department may renew an expired
registration license if the remnewal application is returned

within 90 days after the registrakien license expiration date and
upon payment of a late fee of $10 in addition to the renewal
fee. A person who submits an application for renewal more than
90 days after the registratien license expiration date is subject
to all requirements governing new applicants under this chapter.

Sec. 15. 32 MRSA §1528-A is enacted to read:

1528-A. ntinui ion
1 imi i r i ion r wal

limi inter limi i imi i
interpreter 1i mus how pr m i £ 1 1
hour nnually of ntinuing e ion in American Sign Lan

or the 1 rpreti r Thi i 1
interpreters, transliterators g d deaf ggrprg;g s who obtain
limi icensur r n_1 W h

n ompl h ion rainin iremen forth
in i 2 ion 4 or ion - ion 3.

2 Certifi in I rs. An applicant for renewal of a

certified 1ntgrgrg;g . certified deaf interpreter or certified
tr i 11 is _not r ir how roof £
ntinuing e i equi W i
certifi ion i Regi rpr £ h
Deaf, In r the Nation A n he D I r
mparabl r su r organiz £ ei r r z h

commissioner.

Sec. 16. 32 MRSA §1530, first §, as corrected by RR 1997, c. 2,

§54, is amended to read:
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The department may suspend or revoke registratien licensure
pursuant to Title 5, section 10004. In addition, the department

may refuse to issue or renew a registratiem license pursuant to
Title 10, section 8003 or the Administrative Court may revoke,
suspend or refuse to renew the registratiern license of an

interpreter for:

Sec. 17. 32 MRSA §§1531 and 1532 are enacted to read:

§1531. Disclosure
All interpreters licensed pursuant to this chapter shall

with

A1) ite

“2¥ UL Q)

1 ) e regi ere he depa
to Publi Law 1997, chapter 749 and who do not possess the

educational and training requirements set forth in section 1524,
subsection 4 or section 1524-A, subsection 3 are eligible for the
limited interpreter, limited trapnsliterator or limited deaf
interpreter license. Interpreters, deaf interpreters and
transliterators who obtain limited licensure status pursuant to
this section shall comply with all other licensure requirements
and must mpl he i n raini r irem

forth in section 1524, subsection 4 or 1524-A, subsection 3
within 3 years of obtaining a limited license or be subiject to
nonrenewal.

Sec. 18. Department of Professional and Financial Regulation;
report. The Department of Professional and Financial Regulation
shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over business matters by February 15, 2003.
The report must be developed by the Commissioner of Professional
and Financial Regulation in consultation with the advisory
council and must include, but is not limited to, a review of the
adequacy of licensure standards set forth in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 32, chapter 22 and an assessment of the continued
efficacy of an exemption from 1licensure for nonresident
interpreters. The report may include legislation based on the
recommendations of the department. The joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business matters may
submit legislation based on the recommendations of the report.
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Sec. 19. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from
Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01
PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION,
DEPARTMENT OF
Office of Licensing and Registration
All Other $6,000

Provides funds for contracted services and
operating costs required to administer the
licensure of interpreters for the deaf and
hard-of-hearing.

Sec. 20. Effective date. This Act takes effect June 30, 2000.

FISCAL NOTE
2000-01

APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
Other Funds $6,000

This bill includes an Other Special Revenue funds allocation
of $6,000 in fiscal year 2000-01, for the Office of Licensing and
Registration of the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation to administer the 1licensure of interpreters for the
deaf and hard-of-hearing. Current revenue from registration fees
is sufficient to meet this additional spending authority.

The bill replaces the annual registration fee of $100 with a
licensing fee mnot to exceed $300 effective July 1, 2000.
Dedicated revenue related to the increase in fees is expected to
increase by $20,000 annually beginning in fiscal year 2002-03.

SUMMARY

This bill enacts the recommendations of the technical review
committee on interpreters established pursuant to Public Law
1997, chapter 749. That committee was charged with determining
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the method by which the State should regulate interpreters for
the deaf and hard-of-hearing.

This bill will replace the existing interpreter registration
process with a licensing process, effective June 30, 2000. There
will be 2 levels of licensure, limited and certified. Applicants
for limited licensure must have 100 hours of instruction in
American Sign Language or be certified as having equivalent
skills, and must have 100 hours of instruction in the
interpreting process. Applicants for certified licensure must
show proof of mnational certification as an interpreter or
transliterator., Licensees will be held to a code of ethics.

All persons who are registered under current law when this
bill becomes effective will be eligible for 1limited 1licensure.
Those persons will have 3 years from the date of their licensure
to meet the standard education and training requirements if they
have not already done so.

This bill excludes practitioners of cued speech from the
definition of "interpreter" for purposes of the chapter. The
intent is to not regulate practitioners of cued speech at this
time.
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