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H.P. 1516 House of Representatives, April 7, 1999

An Act to Enhance Access to Technology for Maine Schools and Libraries.
(AFTER DEADLINE)

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule
205.
Reference to the Committee on Utilities and Energy suggested and ordered printed.
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Representatives: BERRY of Belmont, BRYANT of Dixfield, COLWELL of Gardiner,
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Buxton, SAXL of Portland.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §7104-A, as amended by PL 1997, c. 169,
§1, is repealed.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §7104-B is enacted to read:
7104-B i : i

1 finiti N A in hi ion 1 h
ntex herwi indj i m h h

following meanings.

A " s e . " s s . in

n
commission determines. in consultation with the Department
f E ion h includin hool ualifie
h is in lic i r .

C. "Telecommunications carrier" and "telecommunications
rvice" h h meanin forth in 47 Uni
ion 1 1 .

2. Authority. Pursuant to the authority granted in section
7104 i r r i 1 i b
ion 7 ion 2 ission hall
1i j ion ion r
in thi i " ' r i 1 mmuni ions
carriers offering telecommunications services in the State to
ri i with an
i r if3i ibrari n ifi

Page 1-LR2942(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

4 T m 1 nts
ifi r ifi following:
I by :
C. Internal connections:
. m rs:
E. Training.
5. Priority of funding. The commission shall allocate
from th n in he £ wi r of priority:
A re a v £ n 1l of th
1 h i rar in :
B T nsur 1 lified hool n 1if3i librari
r c 1 £ in h hnol ipmen
in r h :
h m n icall histi
m i vail n in gr 12 and in
; lified 1il X in the State:
D T ide £ . £t ] .
i r h th nd;
E. T rovide for internal nn ions n r h
rvi in hr h f :
F. _To provide training to ;ggghgrg so_that they may assist
and educate their §;ggg nts the use of the advanced
hnol ipm n
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rainin x i hool
in are h n 1limi 1 roni mmerce
nd Wor Wi Web- m
i ion wi £ o hool n
if n i n
available pursuant to the federal Telecommunications Act of

7 ordi i wi xisti facilities. Any existing

faciliti vi i ifi hool n

Sec. 3. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from
Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1999-00
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
Telecommunications Education
Access Fund
All Other $8,000,000

Provides funds for qualified schools and
gqualified libraries and schools to assist in
paying the costs of acquiring and using
advanced telecommunications technologies.

SUMMARY

In current law, the Public Utilities Commission requires
telecommunications carriers in the State to provide to libraries
and schools telecommunications services and funds to purchase
telecommunications services.

This bill repeals the requirement that carriers provide the
services but continues the requirement that the carriers
contribute to a telecommunications education access fund. The
commission is given responsibility to administer the fund and
allocate funds to qualified libraries and qualified schools based
upon specific criteria.
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This bill allocates funds from the current assessment on
telecommunications providers to begin the funding.
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