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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, significant opportunities currently exist to bring
important Maine natural lands within the public domain; and

Whereas, additional funding is crucial to the State's
ability to take advantage of these opportunities; and

Whereas, new funding sources and land acquisition procedures
must therefore be put in place as soon as possible; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §6203, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1993, c. 728,

§4, is further amended to read:

1. Fund established. There is established the Land for
Maine's Future Fund that is administered by the board. The Land
for Maine's Future Fund consists of the proceeds from the sale of
any bonds authorized for the purposes set forth in subsection 3
and, any funds received as contributions from private and public
sources for those purposes and the funds set forth in subsection
1-A. The Land for Maine's Future Fund must be held separate and
apart from all other money, funds and accounts. Eligible
investment earnings credited to the assets of the Land for
Maine's Future Fund become part of the assets of that fund. Any
balance remaining in the Land for Maine's Future Fund at the end
of any fiscal year must be earried--forward -for-the-next-£fiseal

vear transferr to municipaliti ntainin
fun m_th £ ine's F x r
tax loss incurred as a result of those acquisitions.

Sec. 2. 5§ MRSA §6203, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:

—A iti i n in nd for
Maine's Future Fund are the following funds:
A Any r ner nci from f n
- - im j ir wi £ m_th
Land for Maine's Future Fund;
B F rom Lan Maine' Fun rati
plates as set forth in Title 29-A, section 455-A; and
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C. A portion of the revenues from the real estate transfer
i 4

tax as set forth in Title 36, section 4641-B,
Funds from the sources listed in this subsection must be credited
to the assets of the Land for Maine's Future Fund and hecome part
of the agsets of that fund.

Sec. 3. 5§ MRSA §6203, sub-§3, §A, as amended by PL 1993, c.
728, §4, is further amended to read:

A. Acquire property or an interest in property that is
determined by the board to be of state significance under

the guidelines of this chapter, _The Bureau of Land and

W r m r with from

the Land for Maine's Future Fund according to sustainable

fore racti wi T £ hievin 7% 12%
r n ryvice; and

Sec. 4. 5§ MRSA §6204, as amended by PL 1993, c. 728, §6, is
further amended to read:

§6204. Board composition

1. Composition. The board consists of 1% 16 members, 2 who

re mem wh m he H £
Representatives, 6 who are private citizens and 5 who are

permanent members. The permanent members are the Commissioner of
Conservation; the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife;
the Commissioner of Marine Resources; the Commissioner of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources; and the Director of the
State Planning Office.

2. Appointments. The 6 private citizens are appointed by
the Governor, subject to review by the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources

matters and to confirmation by the Legislature. h: pator
are appointed by the Pregident of the Senate and the 3
R ntativ in h ker H .

3. OQOualifications. The 6 private citizens must be selected
for their knowledge of the State's natural resources and
landscape and their demonstrated commitment to land
conservation. Appeintments Their appointments must provide broad
geographic representation, Th legi i m r m e

h i r ving Jjurisdiction m h
r ibiliti h manen r m,

4. Terms; compensation. The appointed private «citizen

members are appointed to staggered 4-year terms. The initial

appointments are: Two members for 2-year terms; 2 members for
3-year terms:; and 2 members for 4-year terms. Appointed private

Page 2-LR1351(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

52

citizen members may not serve more than 2 consecutive 4-year
terms. The appointed members receive the legislative per diem

pursuant to chapter 379. E in legi ive m r shall
rm i rmi wi m ! n i
rms in £fi h i i member wh i
to the board.

5. Chair. The Governor shall appoint the chair of the board.

6. Assistance. The Department of Conservation; the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife; the Department of
Transportation; the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Resources; the State Planning Office; and all other state
agencies shall provide staff support and assistance considered
necessary by the board to fulfill the objectives of this chapter.
If agency assistance is not available, consultants may be hired
from the proceeds of either the Land for Maine's Future Fund or
the Public Access to Maine Waters Fund to assist the board in
carrying out its responsibilities.

Sec. 5. 5 MRSA §6208, sub-§3 is enacted to read:

3 orai An funded he 1 1
biect to ti licabl icipal ordi )

Sec. 6. 5 MRSA §6212 is enacted to read:

212. I £ e

1. Notice of intent to issue bonds: actions to contest
validity. The board may provide, at one time or from time to
im r the i n n f th rd for th ur of
supplying funds to the Land for Maine's Future Fund,

2 T £ n T rer

ri ion 1 i b4 ion iver h r
3 - 3 er 1 i i f
n i ion iti m m T
im im n in T m_their T
inter r r min h A h
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m ri ri ri n T n ndition
ix i ir i .
5. Form, The board shall determine the form of the

riti n h by manner

ntr m m r mplish th

r . n v k _entry meth of transfer is used
principal of and interest on those registered securities must be
abl he regqi by wner shown in k entr r_the
wner' X iv r £
h m 1 h rities 1i r
riv le in manner an ri i rmines is in th
best interest of the board.
7 P i mu b
lel h i r n i r
i reem r h
v hi ion m
W, m h vi r th
repl n £f muti r rities. Revenue
1i ion riti m i nder thi s ion with
ini he con n r n ivigi mmission
r h with n her
r i r_th i f any other ndition r things
than those proceedings, conditions or _things that _are
specifically required by this section. _ Notwithstanding any of
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bonds or revenue obligation securities in excess of $100,000.000
tandi .

Sec. 7. 29-A MRSA §455-A is enacted to read:

required by Title 36, the Secretary of State shall issue a
registration rtifi n for ine' F X
Fun regi ion to be used in liew of reqular
reqgi i T r £ may issue these
registration plates to a vehicle in any registration class if the
j reqi ion pl for th n 1
i i nj i with Maine' F n
registration pl ign Th r £ m i
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2 1 ign: ion: vani Th r r £
n he L for ine's F re_B hall rmin
rul 1 n h n__m mm h £
number r \'4 i i 4
n r n rovi n 4 h T r £
also ni 1 - ni late re i i oxrdanc
wi n_an ion . r £ m
modif 1 r n i ifiers £ h r e
£ n r
ni h hw Fun Rul
n r in i rul rsuan
7 h I1-A

r'r' i w_for i £

vehi reqgi red he initial ntribution for Lan r Maine's
ML@LMMM&LA;MMM
wi Ir rer of n i for Maine's
F F 1i in Ti i 203.

In h r 1 m hi r rati fee
r ri law for rticular f vehicgl ister

h 1 w £ ine' Fun
registr i which m i with th
Tr rer of ite h nd for Maine' Futur
F i i 2

Tr r 1 nsf n m _the Lan for
Maine' Fun Highw initi
r Maine's F Fun i ion i n 1
W i i h nsfer i
rei r r for with
r i n n h 1 .
6. Proc r £ usi for ine’
1 i All m f
in h for Main design
MMM&&&MQ

Land for Maine's Future Fund.
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Sec. 8. 36 MRSA §517, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 202,
§1, is further amended to read:

2. Plates. The Secretary of State shall issue distinctive
plates that expire at the end of a 6-year period for state plates
and a 10-year ©period for municipal plates within the
semipermanent plate program. Vehicles owned by the State may
display a marker or insignia, approved by the Secretary of State,
plainly designating them as owned by the State.

The Secretary of State may issue environmental registration ox
Land for Maine's Future Fund plates to a state-owned vehicle
assigned to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or
the Department of Conservation with authorization from the

department's commissioner. The Secretary of State may issue
environmental or Land for Maine's Future Fund registration plates

to a state-owned vehicle assigned to the Baxter State Park
Authority with authorization from the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife in the commissioner's capacity as a member
of the Baxter State Park Authority. A state-owned wvehicle issued
environmental or Lapnd for Maine's Future Fund registration plates
must display a marker or insignia designating the vehicle as
state-owned and is exempt from registration fees and the
contribution under section 455, subsection 4.

Sec. 9. 36 MRSA §4641-B, last §, as amended by PL 1997, c. 24,
Pt. C, §7, is further amended to read:

The State Tax Assessor shall pay all net receipts to the
Treasurer of State, who shall credit 344 1/4 of the revenue to
the General Fund and who shall monthly pay 1/4 of the revenue
into the Land for Maine's Future Fund established in Title 5,
sectign 6203 and the remaining 144 1/2 to the Maine State Housing
Authority, which shall deposit the funds in the Housing
Opportunities for Maine Fund created in Title 30-A, section 4853.

Sec. 10. PL 1997,¢c. 759 is repealed.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect July 1, 1999.

SUMMARY
This bill accomplishes the following.

1. It adds 5 legislative members to the Land for Maine's
Future Board.
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2, It gives the Land for Maine's Future Board authority to
issue bonds to fund the Land for Maine's Future Fund. It sets a
cap of $100,000,000 on outstanding bonds for this purpose.

3. In addition to bonds and other public and private
funding sources, it establishes the following funding sources for
the Land for Maine's Future Fund: revenue generated by state
agencies from property acquired using the Land for Maine's Future
Fund; fees from newly established Land for Maine's Future Fund
motor vehicle registration plates; and 1/4 of the real estate
transfer tax revenues returned to the State Tax Assessor by
registers of deeds.

4, It makes clear that applicable municipal ordinances

apply to property acquired through the Land for Maine's Future
Fund and the Public Access to Maine Waters Fund.
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