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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2128
H.P. 1490 House of Representatives, March 31, 1999

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Licensure of Dental Hygienists.

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and
ordered printed.
éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative LOVETT of Scarborough.
Cosponsored by Senator PARADIS of Aroostook and

Representatives: FULLER of Manchester, KNEELAND of Easton, O’NEAL of Limestone,
SHIAH of Bowdoinham, SNOWE-MELLO of Poland, TRIPP of Topsham, Senators:
BENNETT of Oxford, MICHAUD of Penobscot.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §1071, first §, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600,
Pt. A, §56, is further amended to read:

The Board of Dental Examiners, established by Title 5,
section 12004-A, subsection 10, and in this chapter called the
"bhoard," consists of 7 10 members, appointed by the Governor as
follows: five members of the dental profession, eme 3 dental

hygienist hygienists and ene-representative 2 representatives of
the public.

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §1071, sub-§§3 and 4, as amended by PL 1993, c.
600, Pt. A, §56, are further amended to read:

3. Dental hygienists. The-dentel--hygierist Members of the
dental hygiene profession must be qualified pursuant to
subchapter IV, must be a legal resident residents of the State
and must have practiced in the State for at least 6 years
immediately preceding appointment. The dental hygienist member
members of the board is-a are full-voting member members of the
board. The &term terms of the dental hygienist-is hygienists are 5
years. The Governor may accept nominations from the Maine Dental
Hygienists Association and from other organizations and
individuals before the appointment of a hygienist to the board. A
dental hygienist is not eligible to serve as a member of the
board while employed by a dentist who is a member of the board.

4. Public members. The public member--is member r
appointed to a 5-year term ferms.

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §1095, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt. A,
§79, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

As used jin this subchapter, unless the context otherwise
n followi ms h wi m i .
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Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §1096, as amended by PL 1993, c.

600, Pt. A,

§80, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

i i . A m
hygi wi
2 Li r ifi i A n 1 n b
h r i n hygiene if n:
A s
B. H recei 1 i from a dental
hygiene program, consisting of at Jleast 2 vears of
. . n i . . £ hi on redi
] . jental litati 3 14
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h n h m I
requirements:
C. Has completed with a passing grade a national dental
hygiene examination given by a joint commission on national
ntal examinations:
D H m W, i hygi
xamination ini re r ional r £
n hygiene:
. m w r rispr n
xami n gi :
F r nt who h m ntal hygien
xamin nor nal r
licensur in hi h
rson in iew for h r
3. Licensure by credentials. To Dbe licensed by
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A license given pursuant to this subsection must state upon its
£ h it w ran n th i f endorsement. he £
for that license must he determined by the bhoard but may not be

more than $100Q,
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Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §1098-B, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt.

A, §84, is further amended to read:
§1098-B. Continuing education

As a condition of remewal of a license to practice, a dental
hygienist must submit evidence of successful completion of 20 30
hours of continuing education consisting of board-approved
courses in the 2 years preceding the application for renewal and
current certification in cardiopulmonary resuscitation. The
board and the dental hygienist shall follow and are bound by the
provisions of section 1084-A in the implementation of this
section.

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §1099, as amended by PL 1995, c. 590, §2, is
repealed.

Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §1099-A is enacted to read:

=A. : ision

SUMMARY

This bill amends the laws governing the licensure of dental
hygienists in the following ways.
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1. It adds 3 members to the Board of Dental Examiners, 2
additional dental hygienists and one additional representative of
the public.

2. It sets standards for the licensure of dental hygienists
by the Board of Dental Examiners.

3., It increases the number of hours of continuing education

that a dental hygienist must successfully complete as a condition
of renewal of a license to practice.
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